  12/25/05 Christmas DAY Sermon:   “ God in the Flesh! ”

             (Texts:  Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-9; John 1:1-14)

***********************************************************

     What would you do if a few days before Christmas the local media reported that a man who claims to be a prophet predicted God would appear “in the flesh” in the Jamestown area on Christmas Day?  You would probably want to find “God in the Flesh”.  But where in the Jamestown area would you hope to find Him?

     Some might expect to find Him in one of the Churches.  Others might expect Him to show up at the Mayor’s office.  Still others might look for Him at one of the local radio stations so He could have access to the media.  Maybe some would hope to find “God in the flesh” at the local hospital, healing the sick.  But I wonder how many would look for a baby in barn at one of our nearby farms? I’m sure not many would look for “God in the flesh” in such a place.

     Our first impulse would be to expect God to show up in some grand, public, extraordinary way.  But the one time God did enter this world in the past He came to a place no person could have expected (unless they had been paying attention to Holy Scripture).

     You see, the Old Testament said that God would enter the world by being born of a Virgin in a town called Bethlehem.  But how many remembered this Word of God?  Not many.  The world needed to be reminded of God’s Word.

     In Luke’s Gospel we’re told that angels appear to some Shepherd’s in rural Judea and announce that their Savior has been born in Bethlehem  -- lying in a feeding trough for barn animals.

     Even more, this baby Savior is the Lord Himself -- God in the Flesh.  Imagine the Shepherd’s reaction!  Not only had God come to earth as a baby, but He was born in a barn.       

     In Matthew’s Gospel another angel comes to Joseph.  Why?  Joseph is upset.  The woman to whom he was engaged is pregnant and Joseph knows he’s not the father because he had never had physical relations with her.  They were waiting for marriage -- or “At least he was!” Joseph probably thought.  But Mary is pregnant.  What is he supposed to do now?

     Back in those days fooling around behind your fiance’s back was a serious crime and you could be punished.  But Joseph was merciful and so he planned to break the engagement without bringing public shame upon Mary.

     But then the angel appeared to Joseph and explained the situation.  First, Mary had not been unfaithful.  She was still a virgin.  But what about the baby?  Well, this was the miracle that God had promised all the way back in Genesis ch. 3 when God said that one day the woman would give birth to a male child and that child would crush the devil’s power and save lost sinners.

     First, God says that a woman would give birth to a child.  No mention of a man or an earthly father.  So, this birth would be a miracle.  Second, this male child will crush the power of the devil.  Only God can do that!  So, this male child must be God Himself in human flesh.

     The angel explains that the child in Mary’s womb is there by a miracle of the Holy Spirit.  The angel tells Joseph to name the baby “Jesus” because He would save His people from their sins.  The name “Jesus” means “God saves”.

     Matthew then quotes from Isaiah ch. 7 to prove that 

this was God’s plan all along.  Isaiah writes:  “THE VIRGIN WILL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON AND THEY WILL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL.”  And then Matthew explains what the word “Immanuel” means.  It means “God with us.”

     Now, there’s something we must understand.  “God with us” is not necessarily good news.  What if God has come to punish us for our sins?  That’s what we deserve, isn’t it?  Maybe we should be terrified about the fact that “God in the Flesh” is so close to us!  

     My friends, the message that “God is the flesh is with us” is not good news unless we know and believe WHY Jesus came.  Simply put, the Good News is that Jesus came to save us from our sin against God. 

     That is why our Gospel reading from John chapter 1 says that the “Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.”  John refers to Jesus as “The Word” who existed with the Father and the Holy Spirit “In the beginning.”  Jesus “The Word” created this universe and all life.

     However, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” when the eternal Son of God was conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit.  Why did the Son of God take on human flesh?  His plan was to be nailed to the cross in our place of damnation!

     But what if we refuse to confess the sin that God’s Word exposes in our lives?  What if we deny that we have sin?  What if we think our sin is no big deal?  What if we think we can deal with our sin by doing a few good works to supposedly impress God?  We will then receive judgemnt, not salvation.

     Listen carefully to this text from Hebrews ch. 10:  “IF WE DELIBERATELY KEEP ON SINNING AFTER WE HAVE RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, NO SACRIFICE FOR SINS IS LEFT, BUT ONLY FEARFUL EXPECTATION OF JUDGMENT AND RAGING FIRE THAT WILL CONSUME THE ENEMIES OF GOD.”

     Those are scary words, I know.  But we need to hear them, because we live in a culture that has turned Christmas into a time filled with warm fuzzies and silly talk about humans being basically good, forgetting the truth about our sin and that it would take the death of God’s own son to save us from our wicked choices. 

     Christmas is a time of joy ONLY if it is also a time of repentance.  But for many repentance is the last thing on their minds during Christmas.  At this time of year many will admire the cute baby Jesus but then go on to mock Him with their lives of unrepentant sin and unbelief.  Even we Christians are sometimes guility of this kind of worldly behavior.

     But the good news is that God doesn’t want you to be clueless about the true meaning of Christmas.  God doesn’t want you to face His judgment.  God wants you to live year round with the joy of Christmas in your heart -- the joy that springs from the good news that the God who is WITH us also wants to be the God who is FOR us.  That’s why the eternal Son of God took on human flesh!

     The Son of God was born into this world for one reason and one reason only -- to save you from your sins against God.  He wants to take away your burden of guilt and replace it with the peace of sins forgiven.  He want to take away your fear of death and replace it with the promise of eternal life with the God who loves you.

     He wants to take away your feelings of being unloved and replace them with the assurance that you are the object of the only True Love that exists.  He wants to take away your times of being lonely and replace them with the certainty that God is with you always.

     He wants to take away your life of sin and selfishness and replace it with a life lived according to God’s good will.  He wants to take away your despair and give you hope.

     The true meaning of Christmas is that the eternal Son of God became “God in the Flesh” to save you from sin, death and hell. The God who is WITH us is also the God who is FOR us.  

     You live in a world with a million lies ready to deceive you about the true identity of that baby born of the Virgin Mary.  But listen to these words of God written by the Apostle Paul in Colossians ch. 2:  “SEE TO IT THAT NO ONE TAKES YOU CAPTIVE THROUGH HOLLOW AND DECEPTIVE PHILOSOPHY, WHICH DEPENDS ON HUMAN TRADITION AND THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THIS WORLD RATHER THAN ON CHRIST.  FOR IN CHRIST ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE DEITY LIVES IN BODILY FORM, AND YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN FULLNESS IN CHRIST, WHO IS THE HEAD OVER EVER POWER AND AUTHORITY.”

     You see, the story is Christmas is not some “make believe fairy tale.”  Christmas really happened!  God came to earth to save you from your sins.

     Therefore, you also need to understand that Christmas is not merely a past miracle.  Christmas is also a present reality.  Christ is born in us NOW when we are baptized in His Name.  Christ speaks to us NOW when we hear and read Holy Scripture.  

     In fact, Christ comes to us now “in the flesh” when He gives us His own body and blood in the Lord’s Supper.  When we receive the Lord’s Supper we remember that “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.”  In the Lord’s Supper we receive Immanuel – “God With Us!”  Even more, we receive the God who is also FOR us, as Jesus says:  “TAKE EAT, THIS IS MY BODY FOR YOU.  TAKE DRINK, THIS IS MY BLOOD FOR YOU.”

     With that in mind, we can actually celebrate Christmas year round as God enters our lives through Baptism, through His Word we hear and read, and through the Lord’s Supper.  

    Therefore, Christmas is not only about an event in the PAST, but also about God being with us in the PRESENT.  In fact, Christmas is also about the FUTURE.  Just as Adam and Eve walked with God in paradise before the Fall into sin, we can also look forward to living with God forever in the New Creation He will give us when Jesus returns in glory.

     Listen to this text from Revelation ch. 21:  “AND I HEARD A LOUD VOICE FROM THE THRONE SAYING:  ‘NOW THE DWELLING OF GOD IS WITH MEN, AND HE WILL LIVE WITH THEM.  THEY WILL BE HIS PEOPLE, AND GOD HIMSELF WILL BE WITH THEM AND BE THEIR GOD.  HE WILL WIPE EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES.  THERE WILL BE NO MORE DEATH OR MOURNING OR CRYING OR PAIN, FOR THE OLD ORDER OF THINGS HAS PASSED AWAY.’”

     Today is Christmas, and we celebrate the fact that “The Word became Flesh and made His dwelling among us” just so we could be forgiven and live forever in God’s Kingdom of love.  Have a blessed Christmas, and a New Year in Jesus!  Amen!  
