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“ O Sacred Head, Now Wounded ”

Lenten Service, Wednesday, March 17th , 2010, 7:00PM
  **********************************************************************************
OPENING HYMN:     #435 ,    Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain     ( “Lutheran Service Book” )

INVOCATION, CONFESSION OF SIN   AND    ABSOLUTION
P:    In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!

C:    Amen!

P:    Holy and gracious God,

C:    I confess that I have sinned against you.  Some of my sin I know – the thoughts

         and words and deeds of which I am ashamed – but some is known only to you.  In the

         Name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness.  Have mercy on me that I may live in peace.

P:    The Lord has forgiven your sin.  Be at peace and serve the Lord.

C:    Amen!  Praise be to God!  Amen!

The Service continues with Evening Prayer on pg.  243-247  in “Lutheran Service Book.”   

WORDS FROM OUR LORD
FIRST  READING:      Psalm 74:10-12, 16-18, 22-23
     10 How long will the enemy mock you, O God?  Will the foe revile your name forever?  11 Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand?  Take it from the folds of your garment and destroy them!   12 But you, O God, are my king from of old; you bring salvation upon the earth … 16 The day is yours, and yours also the night; you established the sun and moon.  17 It was you who set all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter.  18 Remember how the enemy has mocked you, O LORD, how foolish people have reviled your name … 22 Rise up, O God, and defend your cause; remember how fools mock you all day long.  23 Do not ignore the clamor of your adversaries, the uproar of your enemies, which rises continually.  
 P:    This is the Word of the Lord.         C:    THANKS BE TO GOD!
SECOND  READING:      Galatians  6:7-10
     7 Do not be deceived:  God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.  8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 
P:    This is the Word of the Lord.         C:    THANKS BE TO GOD!
GOSPEL READING:      Matthew  27:27-31
      27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him.  28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,  29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said.  30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.  31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
P:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.         C:    PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST!
THE NICENE CREED   ( Found on the back of the last page in  “Lutheran Service Book” )
SERMON HYMN:     #449 ,    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      ( “Lutheran Service Book” )
THE SERMON:     “ The Wound of Mockery! ”
THE GREETING, THE OFFERING  
     You are encouraged to greet your neighbor by saying “The peace of the Lord be with you!” to which your neighbor will respond “And also with you!”  After the greeting, the ushers will collect the offering.  
THE PRAYERS,  THE LORD’S PRAYER  &  THE BENEDICTION
CLOSING  HYMN:     #427 ,    In the Cross of Christ I Glory     ( “Lutheran Service Book” )
**************************************************************************************
     The Mid-week Lenten sermon series  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” will continue next Wednesday, March 24th , at 7:00PM, with the sermon:  “The Wound of Abandonment!”   Also, plan to attend the last Lenten “Soup Supper” from 5:30PM to 6:30PM before next week’s Wednesday Lenten Service.  There will be a “free will” offering to support mission and ministry at Concordia!  
“Move Forward”  Offering

Sunday, April 11th, 2010
*******************************

     So, why are we having another “Move Forward” offering?  We had one last year around this time.  Simply put, at our last Council meeting on March 1st our leaders decided we must have another “Move Forward” offering or face some difficult choices.

     As of the end of February our checkbook balance was approximately $30,000 .  However, our dedicated accounts balance (which is kept in our general checking account) is also approximately $30,000 .  This means we had no financial “padding” as of the end of February, and we are not supposed to dip into the dedicated accounts funds because those are set aside for specific purposes – such as memorials, building fund, our new piano, etc.

     The Council decided we must take a special “Move Forward” offering so that we can create sufficient “padding” in our general checking in order to meet regular expenses without using dedicated accounts funds.  The need for this special “Move Forward” offering is even more obvious in light of the fact that we usually get behind in offerings verses expenses during the summer months.

     The Council of Concordia Lutheran is asking our members to prayerfully consider giving a sacrificial offering – over and above usual offerings – to help us achieve financial stability as a congregation so that we can move forward in mission and ministry.  If we do NOT receive additional funds we will either have to take out a loan to meet expenses or we will have to cut important ministry and mission programs.

     If every member of Concordia will prayerfully consider giving an extra “Move Forward” offering, we can continue to move forward in mission and ministry!  There are over 200 giving units at Concordia.  If just 100 of those giving units would give an extra $200 offering, we could raise $20,000 !  If you can’t afford to give an extra $200, then give what you can.  Or maybe you can afford to give far more than $200.  

     Whatever your current situation, prayerfully consider giving an extra “Move Forward” offering on Sunday, April 11th.  If you can’t be here that Sunday, you can give your special offering the Sunday before or after.  The Lord be with you!

