                            October 15th, 2006, Sermon:   “Let There Be Light!”
                          ( Texts:  Isaiah 45:5-12;  Ephesians 5:8-14;  John 1:1-14 )

************************************************************************
     Have you ever been in your home at night during a time when the electricity goes out?  It’s amazing how dark the night is when there is not light at all.  I remember when I was a young boy.  My family was up late on a Friday night watching a T.V. program, when suddenly the power went out all over the city.  I remember how it was so dark I couldn’t see my hand in front of my face.  My father then said, “Stay where you are!  Don’t move!”

     My father then got up and slowly and carefully walked through our home to the place where he kept the candles and matches.  It took him a long time because he went so slowly.  He could not see anything and he didn’t want to knock something over or trip and fall.  Finally, he found the candles and lit them.  I remember how that light broke through the darkness and we could see again.

     You know what’s far more tragic than physical darkness?  Many people in this world are living in SPIRITUAL darkness and yet they are running here and there as though they can see just fine.  They don’t realize that they are spiritually blind and that they are constantly bumping into things that are evil without even knowing it.

     Of course, we Christians can also have the same tragic problem.  This happens whenever we close our eyes to the light of God’s Word and then pretend we can still see the truth.  Without the light of God’s Word we are lost in the darkness of the devil’s deception which brings us only delusion, despair and death.

     In our Old Testament reading from Isaiah we are told that God created the heavens and the earth.  Athat God said, “Let there be light!”  God created physical light – a phenomenon of creation that still mystifies scientists! 
     But God also gives us SPIRITUAL light.  What does this mean?  Simply put, God created humans with hearts that trusted God and loved Him.  But it didn’t stay that way.  As you know, the first humans – Adam and Eve – rejected God’s light and embraced the darkness of the devil.  

     We have this darkness within ourselves because we inherited this spiritual darkness from Adam.  However, God has not left us in our darkness.  God has given us spiritual light through Jesus.  Through Jesus you now again have hearts that trust God and love Him!  
     In our Gospel reading we see that the apostle John calls Jesus “The Word” because Jesus speaks the Word of His Father. John tells us that Jesus was with the Father and Spirit in the beginning.  All things were created through Jesus, who speaks the Word of His Father, and the Spirit works through the Word to create new life.

     But then John goes on to say that the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  This happened when the eternal Son of God was conceived as a human in the womb of the virgin Mary.  Why did Jesus take on human flesh?  He did it FOR US.  

     Jesus became flesh so that He could live a perfect life in our place.  Jesus became flesh so that He could be nailed to the cross in our place of damnation.  Jesus became flesh so that He could conquer death for us and give us eternal life with the Father.  Jesus became flesh to give us God’s light.  But how does God give you this spiritual light here and now?  
     First, God gives us His light in Holy Baptism where we receive Jesus.  In Baptism we are given forgiveness of sin and new hearts that trust God and long for His love.  Second, God also gives us His light through the teaching and preaching of Holy Scripture.  That’s why such things as Church Services, Bible Class, Sunday School, Confirmation, Family and Personal devotions are so important to our spiritual health!  Third and finally, God also gives us His light when His Word invites us to receive Christ’s Body and Blood in Holy Communion.  These are the ways God rescues us from the darkness and gives us His light!
     In our second reading from Ephesians the apostle Paul writes:  “You were once in darkness but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light…”  So, how do we live  as children of light?

     First, the Spirit moves us to acknowledge the darkness that still lives in us.  As we hear and read God’s Word the Spirit’s light exposes our demented thoughts, our despicable words and our depraved actions.  Second, the Spirit uses God’s Word to give us faith in Jesus through whom our sins are forgiven and through whom we are innocent and holy in God’s sight.  Third, the Spirit uses God’s Word to teach us His will so that our new hearts might think, speak and live as God desires.
     However, we must also remember that God doesn’t want us to keep His light to ourselves.  There are many people in this world and also right here in Jamestown who are still running around in spiritual darkness.  God wants you and me to shine His light into their lives.  In fact, that’s one of the main reasons this congregation exists!
     In our Old Testament reading from Isaiah we heard God tell His people that they were a light for the Gentiles.  At that time the Gentiles were unbelieving people who did not know and therefore lived in spiritual darkness.  But God used His Old Testament people to be a light to the Gentiles so they, too, could repent and trust in God for salvation from sin, death and the devil.

     What we need to understand is that this text from Isaiah also applies to you and me today!  Jesus will uses you and me to be His light in this world of darkness so that more people might be saved and rejoice in living as children of light.

     I see God’s light working through the women of the LWML in this congregation.  I also see God’s light working through many other members of Concordia who give of themselves according to the abilities God has given them.

     Next Sunday evening at 7:00PM we will have our Voters meeting, and one of the things we will do is prayerfully consider a budget for 2007.  This budget that we will prayerfully consider is over $30,000 higher that this year’s budget.  Why?  The reason is that we need to move forward and let God’s light shine more and more in the lives of our members, in the lives of the people in our community and beyond!
     Dear friends in Christ, I am so thankful that God has given me the honor of being your pastor.  I’m so thankful that I get to shine God’s light with you.  I’m so thankful that I get to watch as God’s light shines out from each one of you into the hearts of your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  

     I’m also thankful and excited about the future mission and ministry of this congregation as God’s light shines out from us and rescues more people from spiritual darkness.  All praise be to God who said, “Let there be light!”  Amen!
