
    Words from a rock about THE ROCK!
     This bulletin insert is a summary of basic information about the New Testament book known as 1st Peter.  Please keep this insert and read through it so that you can have a good foundation of background information which will help you get more out of my four sermons on 1st Peter.  Also, if you have not done so already, please read the entire book of 1st Peter!!  --  Pastor Tom Eckstein
************************************************************************

AUTHOR
     1st Peter begins with these words:  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.”  The early Church and most scholars throughout history believe this letter was written by “Peter” – one of Jesus’ 12 Apostles.  Peter’s name in the original Greek means “rock.”  In Matthew 16:18 Jesus says:  “…I tell you that you are Peter [ Pevtro" ] , and on this rock [ tauvth/ th'/ pevtra/ ] I will build my church,…”   Here Jesus reminds Peter that he is a “rock”  [ Pevtro" ] but that Christ’s Church will be built on this “rock” [ pevtra ] .  In other words, Christ’s Church will not be built on Peter but on something else!  So, what is “this rock” on which Christ’s Church is built?  The “rock” on which the Church is built is the person mentioned in Peter’s earlier confession about Jesus.  Matthew 16:16 reads, “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’”   

     In 1st Peter chapter 2:4-6 Peter writes:  “As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house …  For in Scripture it says:  ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’”  Peter is saying that all Christians are “little rocks” whose foundation of salvation is THE ROCK – our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  This reminds us of Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:24, which reads:  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house upon the rock.”  Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, is one of the Apostles who writes about Jesus, the Rock.  Therefore, 1st Peter is “words from a rock about THE ROCK!”
DATE
     Most scholars believe 1st Peter was written in the early 60’s AD.  1st Peter could not have been written earlier than 60 AD because 1st Peter shows familiarity with certain letters written by the Apostle Paul (Ephesians and Colossians), which were written no earlier than 60 AD.  Also, it could not have been written later than 68 AD because we know that Peter was martyred during Nero’s reign (54AD – 68AD).
          ( See the BACK of this insert for more information!! )
PLACE OF WRITING
      In 1st Peter 5:12-13 we learn that Peter was in “Babylon” when he wrote 1st Peter.  But what does Peter mean by “Babylon” ?  The literal Babylon was an ancient pagan city that God used to attack His people in Judah in order to bring them to repentance.  The ancient city of Babylon became symbolic of any later pagan power that was opposed to God and His people.  In Peter’s day many Jews referred to Rome (the capital city of the Roman Empire) as “Babylon” because Rome often persecuted the Jewish people.  Peter may have continued to speak of Rome as “Babylon” because Rome persecuted many Christians – especially during Nero’s reign!  Therefore, most scholars believe Peter wrote 1st Peter while he was in Rome.
THE TEACHING OF 1ST PETER
     Peter deals with various themes and subjects in this letter (see the outline below).  However, a primary theme in 1st Peter is the certain hope that Christians have in the midst of suffering and persecution.  1st Peter 5:8-10 reads:  “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”  These words of Peter still apply to us today – even to us American Christians who do not often understand what it means to suffer for Jesus.
OUTLINE OF  1ST  PETER
   I.  Salutation  (1:1-2)
 II.  Praise to God for His Grace and Salvation  (1:3-12)

III.  Exhortations to Holiness of Life  (1:13-5:11)

       A.  The Requirement of Holiness  (1:13-2:3)

       B.  The Position of Believers  (2:4-12)

             1.  A spiritual house  (2:4-8)

             2.  A chosen people  (2:9-10)

             3.  Aliens and strangers  (2:11-12)

       C.  Submission to Authority  (2:13-3:7)

        D.  Duties of All  (3:8-17)
        E.  Christ’s Example and Saving Work for us  (3:18-4:6)

        F.  Life in view of the End  (4:7-11)

        G.  How to live when you suffer for Christ  (4:12-19)

        H.  Conduct of Elders and Young Men  (5:5-11)

 IV.  The Purpose of the Letter  (5:12)

  V.   Closing Greetings  (5:13-14)

