“The Romans Roadmap!”

12/26/10 Sermon:  “The Promise Fulfilled!”
 (Text:  Romans 4:16-25)

********************************************************************

     Yesterday was Christmas Day!  Our culture will now move on to other things – like New Year’s Eve.  Our stores will take down their Christmas decorations.  We’ll put our trees away.  Christmas will take a back seat until the day after Halloween in 2011 when stores will start putting up Christmas decorations again.
     However, Christ’s Church never really forgets Christmas Day.  Even though we will take down our Christmas Tree, the promise of Christmas is something we ponder all year long because the promise of Christmas is focus of all Holy Scripture – God’s Son was born to save us from our sins.

     Even today’s reading from Romans chapter 4 reminds us of Christmas Day.  Paul writes:  “…the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring…”

     What is the “promise” Paul talks about?  And what does this promise have to do with Abraham?  Well, if you read Genesis chapter 12 you will learn about a time in history after Noah’s Flood and after the Tower of Babel event – a time in history when all the people of the world were unbelievers who worshipped false gods.

     But that all changed when God saved a man named Abraham by giving him faith in God’s promise of a Savior for sinners.  In Genesis chapter 12 we read about the promise God gave to Abraham.  Listen:  “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
     Did you hear the promise?  God told Abraham that all peoples on earth would be blessed through him.  God was promising Abraham and YOU and one of his descendants would be the Savior of sinners.

     Listen to what Paul writes about this in Galatians chapter 3:  “The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the Gospel in advance to Abraham:  ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’  So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”
     Paul then goes on to talk about JESUS – the object of our faith.  Paul tells us how Jesus bore the curse of our sin for us when He died on the cross – and then later in Galatians chapter 4 Paul points us back to Christmas Day when he writes:  “…when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law…”
     This takes us back to today’s reading from Romans chapter 4 where Paul writes:  “…the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring…”  Who are “Abraham’s offspring?”  Not merely those who are physical descendants of Abraham – the Jews who are “of the law.”  But according to Paul “Abraham’s offspring” includes you and me – us Gentiles who are children of Abraham because of our baptism into Christ.

     Listen to what Paul writes about this at the end of Galatians chapter 3:  “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ … If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
     In fact, Paul will go on to argue that Jews who are physically descended from Abraham are NOT his children if they do NOT have faith in Christ whereas us Gentiles who are NOT physically descended from Abraham ARE his spiritual children because we DO have faith in Christ.

     God chose Abraham and his descendants for two reasons:       1)  God would use the family line of the Jews to bring His Son into the world – and the Virgin Mary was a descendant of Abrham!  2)  God would use the Jews as witnesses to the other nations so that ALL people could be saved through faith in Christ.

     Sadly, many Jews in Paul’s day thought God had chosen them because they were less sinful and more worthy of God’s love than the Gentiles.  In the same way, the devil tempts us to think that God loves us because we’re not as bad as some people and because we somehow deserve His love.

     The fact is that God has chosen YOU and ME by grace as well.  He chose us to receive His salvation, won for us by His Son – and we receive that salvation through God’s gift of FAITH.

     You see, God’s promise is that Abraham’s descendant – JESUS – would bless ALL peoples; ALL nations.  Jesus died for ALL sinners so that ALL might be saved.  Sadly, not all will be saved.  Some refuse to believe what God’s Word says about their sin.  Some refuse to believe what God’s Word says about their Savior.  Even though Jesus was born to save ALL sinners, those who refuse to trust in Christ reject that salvation.

     Some of us received opened gifts on Christmas Eve.  Some of us opened gifts on Christmas Day.  Some of us couldn’t wait, so we open our gifts several days before Christmas.

     But what if we refused to open those gifts – even though they had our names on them?  What if we left them under the tree and where they collected dust?  Worse yet, what if we picked up our gifts, wrapping paper still intact, and through them all in the trash dumpster?

     “Who would be crazy enough to do that?” you ask?  But we are sinfully crazy every we reject the Gift of Christmas by clinging to our sin and ignoring Jesus, our Savior.
     That’s why God gives us His gift of faith.  By faith we trust God’s Word when He says that we are sinners who deserve His wrath.  By faith we trust God’s Word when He says that we are forgiven and holy in His sight because of Jesus who was born to save us from our sins by His death for us.

     Faith in Christ is a gift.  Scripture teaches that we are spiritually dead by nature.  Without God’s gift of faith we do not take our sins seriously nor do we see any need for Jesus.  However, because God loves us, His Holy Spirit works through Baptism and the preaching of God’s Word to convict us of sin and give us new hearts that trust in Jesus.

     In today’s reading Paul says that God “gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.”  God promised Abraham that one of his descendants would be the Savior of the world.  But Abraham and his wife, Sarah, remained childless even as they approached 100 years of age.  But Abraham trusted that God would keep his promise – and He did.  God gave them a child in their old age.

     God worked an even greater miracle when the Spirit created faith in your dead heart and my dead heart.  Because God has given life to the spiritual dead we are here today confessing our sins and rejoicing in the promise of Christmas – God’s Son was born to save us from our sins.

     In today’s reading Paul says that God considered Abraham to be righteous because be trusted God’s promise.  Abraham trusted in Christ, and Abraham thereby received the righteousness FROM God.

     But this miracle is not only true for Abraham.  In today’s reading Paul writes:  “The words … were written not for [Abraham] alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness – for us who believe in him who raised Jesus from the dead.  He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”

     Do you see why Christ’s Church remembers Christmas Day all year long?  Jesus was born so that He could die and conquer death for you.  Christmas.  Good Friday.  Easter.  They all go together!
     You are children of Abraham because God has given you faith in Jesus as your Savior just as God gave Abraham faith in Jesus as his Savior.

     Just as God used Abraham to be a witness to others about Jesus so that more sinners could be saved by faith in him, God will also use YOU and ME to be witnesses to others about Jesus so that they may be saved by faith in Him.

     God’s promise to Abraham was fulfilled when Jesus was born.  God’s promise to Abraham was also fulfilled when you were “born again” in baptism where you were clothed with Christ and became one of Abraham’s children.

Amen!
