                                             12/24/06  Sermon:    “Let it Be!”
                             (Texts:   Isaiah 9:2-7;  Galatians 4:4-7;  Luke 1:26-38)

************************************************************************
     Back in the 1960’s and early 1970’s there was a very popular band known as The Beatles.  In fact, their music continues to be very popular still today.  One of their many famous songs was entitled:  “Let it be!”  John Lennon sang these lyrics:  “When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother Mary comes to me, speaking words of wisdom:  ‘Let it be!’”
     John Lennon was singing about the Virgin Mary whose words we heard in our Gospel reading for today.  The words “Let it be!” refer to Mary’s response to the angel who told her that she would give birth to the Son of God, the promised Savior.  Mary’s response to this news was:  “I am the Lord’s servant.  May it be to me as you have said.”  So, Mary heard about the plan God had for her and she then prayed, “Let it be!”
     However, I’m not sure The Beatles understood those words of Mary.  In the song “Let it be” we also hear these words sung several times:  “There will be answer.”  The words “There WILL be answer” imply that we DON’T have the answer YET.  Nor does this song in any way suggest that JESUS is the answer.  If you are at all familiar with The Beatles, their songs and their philosophy, you will soon conclude that they did NOT understand what Mary meant when she prayed:  “Let it be!”

     So, what DID Mary mean when she prayed:  “Let it be!” ?  Simply put, Mary trusted God’s Word.  She believed that God’s plan for her life was best.  For example, later on in Luke chapter 1 we can read what Elizabeth said about Mary.  Luke 1:45 reads, “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished.”
     My friends, the Lord has also spoken His Words to YOU, and He wants to bless YOU by moving you to pray:  “Let it be!”  Now, you might be wondering, “What Words has the Lord spoken to me?”

Simply put, God has given you His Word -- Holy Scripture!  

Holy Scripture is God’s inspired and perfect Word which shows us God’s plan of salvation in action throughout history – beginning with Creation.  Even though Holy Scripture contains much information about various people, places, times and events, the primary purpose of Scripture is to lead YOU to Jesus who is your Lord and Savior and who also has an eternal plan for your life!

     With that understood, the first thing you need to know is that God’s Word teaches that YOU are His special creation!  Contrary to what we hear in our culture today, you are not an accident.  You are not the end product of blind, evolutionary forces working on mutations over billions of years.  No!  You are a descendant of the first humans – Adam and Eve.
     The Book of Genesis teaches us that God created the universe and all life a few thousand years ago – and He had YOU in mind when He created Adam and Eve.  So, imagine how Mary must have felt when she carried her Creator in her womb and held her Creator in her arms!  God wants YOU to believe that you are His special creation and that He has a plan for you.  That’s why the Holy Spirit moves us to pray:  “Let it be!”

     So, what is God’s plan for you?  Well, God doesn’t give us information about every detail of our lives.  However, His Word does reveal what we truly need and how we are meant to live our lives.  

     For example, God’s plan for you includes that you believe what His Word says about the sin in your life and your need for a Savior from the eternal punishment you deserve because of your sin against God.  
     You see, the Book of Genesis also teaches us that Adam and Eve rejected God and that we have inherited their sinful hearts.  No wonder we see so much evil in the world today.  No wonder we go through life ignoring God and doing many things that He forbids.  We are by nature God’s enemies, and so our greatest need is to be saved from ourselves.  We need new life from God, our Creator.  We need the salvation that only God can give us.

     Mary understood that she was a sinner who needed God’s salvation.  Later on in Luke chapter 1 we can read these words of Mary:  “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”

     God’s Word made it possible for Mary to understand that she was a sinner who deserved God’s wrath.  Yet God’s Word also made it possible for Mary to believe in the Savior God had sent for her and all sinners.  Mary trusted in Jesus for salvation from sin and death as well as the hope of eternal life in God’s love.  Therefore, along with Mary, God wants you to pray:  “Let it be!” 
     My friends, God wants you to repent of your sin and rejoice in the mercy, love and eternal life that you can have through Jesus, the Son of God, who was born of the Virgin Mary that He might hang on the cross with your sins on His back and thereby purchase your salvation.  This same Jesus also conquered death for you that you might live forever in His Kingdom of love!

     During the Christmas season God wants you to meditate on the birth of Jesus and all that it means for your life.  However, like The Beatles and many others in this world, we sometimes miss the whole point.  Do we know what Mary means when she prays:  “Let it be!”?
     During this Christmas season are we thinking about our sins and the amazing love of God who was willing to give His own Son that we might be saved?  Or are we thinking about the presents who hope to get for ourselves?  

     Are we taking time to wonder about the birth of our Savior?  Or are we wondering how we are going to pay off the credit cards we muse more than we should this time of year?  

     Are we taking time to pray to God each day and read what His Word says about the meaning of Christmas?  Or are our schedules filled with a million activities that distract us from Christ and leave us exhausted and overwhelmed?
     We are all guilty of being distracted from the true reason for this season.  We are all guilty of failing to pray “Let it be!” while we focus on our own plans for our lives.  We are all guilty of sometimes ignoring God’s Word so that we might believe what we want and live accordingly.  But this life of sinful rebellion will only lead to an eternity separated from God’s loving plan for our lives.  God doesn’t want this for you.  So, God speaks His Word to you and the Holy Spirit moves you to pray:  “Let it be!”

     When the Holy Spirit moves you to pray “Let it be!” He is actually moving you to pray:  “Dear God!  Help me to acknowledge my sin and accept that my rebellion against You deserves eternal Hell.  I’m so tired of being selfish and living an empty, meaningless life.  Father, help me to take my sin seriously so that I can repent and rejoice in your love and salvation.  I want to experience your love and mercy in my life.  I want to live according to Your will because I know your plan for my life is best.  I want to do all that I do to your honor and glory.  I want to obey You to show my thanks for all that Your Son has done for me.  Help me to celebrate the gift of Your Son this Christmas, and help me to share His love with others.”
     When God humbles us and points us to Jesus we can know that we are forgiven and that God loves us dearly.  We heard about this Good News in our reading from Galatians, where the Apostle Paul writes:  “…when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem  those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”
     Did you hear that?  Jesus became human so that He could live under God’s Law for us!  Jesus obeyed God’s will perfectly FOR YOU, and Jesus has given you His own holiness.  In the waters of Baptism you have been clothed with Christ! 

     In addition, Jesus took all of your rebellion against God’s Law and redeemed you from the curse you deserved when He suffered and died on the cross in your place of damnation.  Jesus was born to save you, and so the Holy Spirit moves you to pray:  “Let it be!”  In other words, God wants you to pray:  “Thanks so much for loving me and saving me.  Have Your way with me, Jesus!  My life is yours!  Do with me as you will!”

     God wants you to believe His Word!  God wants you to believe that JESUS is the answer for your life HERE AND NOW.  God wants you to believe that you are forgiven and that you have eternal hope in Jesus.

     My friends, God has a plan for you.  God has rescued you from a meaningless life of self-centered sin.  God has set you free to live now and forever as His dearly loved children – rejoicing in His love and living according to His will.  The Holy Spirit has given you a new heart that prays along with Mary:  “Let it be!”

     So, when you find yourself in times of trouble, remember Mary’s words “Let it be!”  Then rejoice in knowing that Jesus is the answer to all your problems.  God’s Word will guide you into His plan for your life – a life in His Kingdom of love that will last for all eternity!  Have a Blessed Christmas!  Amen.
