                     12/19/07 Midweek Advent  Sermon:   “ Everlasting Father! ”
                     ( Texts:  Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7;  Colossians 1:15-20;  John 14:1-11 )

************************************************************************
     Tonight we continue our midweek Advent sermon series based on Isaiah 9:6, which reads:  “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
     The four titles found in this passage are given to “the child who is born for us” and “the son who is given for us.”  This child is the one whom Isaiah said would be born of a virgin and whom people would call “Immanuel” – which means “God with us.”

     Two Wednesdays ago we focused on the first title in Isaiah 9:6, “Wonderful Counselor.”  We learned that Jesus’ counsel is wonderful because Jesus is God Himself teaching us, His people.  Jesus’ counsel about our sin and His death on the cross for our salvation is foolishness to those who refuse to believe.  But to us who have been saved, the Holy Spirit has given us faith to rejoice in Jesus’ counsel as the power of God for our salvation.
     Last Wednesday we focused on the second title found in Isaiah 9:6, “Mighty God.”  We learned that Jesus is no mere human.  If Jesus was only another human like us, then He could not have been our Savior and we are still under the curse of our sins.  However, the truth is that Jesus is “Mighty God” – the Lord in human flesh who died on the cross in our place of damnation and then conquered death for us by His resurrection.

     Tonight we focus on the third title found in Isaiah 9:6, “Everlasting Father.”  Let’s begin with the second word in that title, the word “Father.”  Now, at first it seems odd that Jesus would be called “Father” at all.  You see, Scripture teaches that there is only one God but that He exists as three distinct persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
     So, even though Jesus is “one” with the Father, as we learned in our Gospel reading.  The fact is that Jesus is NOT the Father Himself.  Instead, Jesus and His Father are two distinct persons who are unified as One God along with the Holy Spirit.

     With that said, what does Isaiah mean when he says that Jesus will be called Everlasting Father?  Well, by that word “Father” he means that Jesus has made us His people and rules over us like a loving father.  

     For example, people sometimes refer to George Washington as the “father” of our nation.  They mean that he helped found these United States and he ruled over us as our first president.  In a similar way, the word “father” is describing the fact that Jesus rules over us and all creation.  As we heard at the beginning of Isaiah 9:6, “…and the government will be on his shoulders.”
     We also heard Paul talk about this in our second reading from Colossians.  In Colossians chapter 1 Paul writes:  “[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  Simply put, the one conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary is the Creator of all things and He rules over all things.

     My friends, this is very good news for us who believe in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death and eternal damnation!  The title “Father” reminds us that Jesus made us New Creations by saving us from our sins and bringing us back to God.  The title “Father” also teaches us that Jesus rules over all things – even when it appears that evil people have the power in this world.

     Think about it.  When we watch the news or read the paper or listen to the radio or surf the internet, it seems like Jesus is NOT in control at all.  Instead, it seems like evil rulers and those who support them cause much misery and get away with evil.

     But during such times we must remember that Jesus is in control even when circumstances seem to call that into question.  You see, Jesus has always been in control – even when He was an infant in the womb of the virgin Mary.

     Therefore, it doesn’t matter how much misery, death, injustice and chaos we see in this world.  The fact is that Jesus rules like a loving father.  Just like children don’t always understand what their father does, we don’t always understand why Jesus rules the way He does.  
     Nevertheless, Jesus promises to work in all things – even trial and suffering – to bring about good for His people and glory for His Kingdom.  My friends, nothing happens apart from Jesus’ will, and He will save all who repent of their sin and trust in Him.  Jesus is your Savior-King, and he rules you like a loving father.
     Now, at this point I want to focus on the first word of tonight’s title – the word “Everlasting.”  Isaiah says that Jesus is the “EVERLASTING Father.”  That word “Everlasting” reminds us that Jesus is NOT just one more earthly ruler whose reign begins at some point in history and then ends at some point in history. 

     For example, listen to these words from the prophet Micah.  In Micah chapter 5 it says:  “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from days of eternity.”  Simply put, the prophet Micah is saying that the future Savior who will be born in Bethlehem already exists!  This Savior exists BEFORE he is born!  How can this be?  The answer is that Jesus is the eternal Son of God, the Ancient of Days!
     In other words, Jesus is NOT like the rulers of earthly governments whose reigns have a beginning and then come to an end.  Instead, Jesus is the Eternal Creator!  He is the Everlasting Father!  His rule will never end.  As we heard in our reading from Isaiah:  “Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.”
     Do you know what this means?  There never was a time when Jesus was not in control.  Even when Jesus was lying in a manger; even when Jesus was hanging on the cross, He was still the “Everlasting Father.”  No wonder the thief on the cross said the following to Jesus:  “Remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”

     Jesus was born to save us from our sins.  Through faith in Him we are cleansed from our guilt and we are at peace with God.  However, we still live in a world where many care nothing for the ways of God.  Therefore, sin and evil abound.  Evil leaders and those who follow them can cause much misery in this world.  But Jesus is still the Everlasting Father!  Jesus still rules His Kingdom.  We who live by faith believe this fact even though we can’t see the evidence of Jesus’ reign.

     One day Jesus will return in visible power and glory.  Every eye will see that Jesus is the “Everlasting Father” – even evil unbelievers who thought they were in control.  On that day we believers will rejoice in the fact that we get to live forever as citizens of Jesus’ Kingdom where there will be no more sin, pain or death.

     However, until that Final Day, we live by faith – faith in God’s Word.  Jesus’ present reign as “Everlasting Father” is hidden to those who refuse to believe God’s Word.  But for you who believe God’s Word you can be sure that Jesus is the “Everlasting Father” just as that thief on the cross was sure that Jesus would save him – even though Jesus was hanging on a cross next to him.

     Almost 2000 years ago Magi from the East traveled many miles to worship the “Everlasting Father” who was being held by a young virgin named Mary.  How could an infant be the “Everlasting Father” – the Eternal Creator and Ruler of all things?  Well, nothing is impossible for God!
     Therefore, like the Magi, you believe what you cannot see or understand.  Tonight you come to this Holy Supper where Jesus gives you His own Body and Blood to assure you that your sins are forgiven and that He dwells within you.  

     Tonight Jesus assures you that He is the “Everlasting Father” and that you are a citizen in His eternal Kingdom of mercy, love and life.  You can leave this place tonight and serve the Lord with your lives – knowing that Jesus is the “Everlasting Father” and that you are secure in His hands no matter what.  Amen!
