                           12/16/07  Sermon:   “ Elizabeth:  Waiting for Jesus! ”
                ( Texts:  Isaiah  40:1-5;  Malachi  3:1 & 4:5-6;  Luke 1:1-25, 57-79 )

************************************************************************
     On Sunday, December 2nd, we began a Advent sermon series entitled:  “Waiting for Jesus!”  On Sunday, December 2nd, we learned about Eve, the first woman, and how she was waiting for Jesus.  You see, after Adam and Eve sinned God promised a Savior for them and US – their descendants.  

     Their Savior and ours would be a male child born of “the woman” and He would crush the power of the devil by saving us from our sins.  Eve was NOT “the woman” who would give birth to the Savior.  Therefore, Eve was waiting for Jesus.

     Last Sunday, December 9th, we learned about Sarah, the wife of Abraham, and how she was waiting for Jesus.  Sarah was NOT “the woman” who would give birth to the Savior.  However, God told Abraham that he and Sarah would have a son who would be the ancestor of the Savior.

     Their son was to be named “Isaac” – which means “laughter.”  If you recall, at first Abraham and Sarah laughed when God said they would have a son.  Abraham was one hundred years old, and Sarah was in her nineties!  But God kept His promise, for nothing is impossible with God.  Therefore, Isaac was born – another link in the family chain leading up to the Savior of sinners.

     Today we learn about a woman named Elizabeth who was also waiting for Jesus.  Elizabeth lived about 2000 years after Abraham, and little did she know that God’s promise of a Savior was about to be fulfilled in her lifetime.

     However, Elizabeth knew that she would NOT be “the woman” who would give birth to the Savior.  You see, she knew that she and her husband, Zechariah, were not part of the family line leading to the Savior.  

     In the book of Genesis we read that Abraham had 12 great grandsons – and they were the basis of for the 12 tribes of Israel.  However, at that time in history God had revealed that the Savior would be descended from Abraham’s great grandson named “Judah” – and so the Savior would be born of some woman from the tribe of Judah.  Well, in our Gospel reading we see that Elizabeth and Zechariah were descendants of Aaron from the tribe of Levi.  Therefore, Elizabeth could NOT be “the woman” – and so Elizabeth was waiting for Jesus.
     Nevertheless, Elizabeth ends up having a very special part in God’s plan of salvation.  In our Gospel reading from Luke we see that God reveals to Zechariah that his wife, Elizabeth, will give birth to the one who will prepare God’s people for the coming of the Savior in their lifetime!

     However, just like Abraham and Sarah, Zechariah temporarily doubted God’s promise.  Zechariah says:  “How can I be sure of this?  I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”  So, God humbles Zechariah by taking away his ability to talk UNTIL his son is born.

     Now, who was this special child born to Zechariah and Elizabeth?  He was none other than John the Baptizer, the one promised in Scripture who would prepare God’s people for the coming of the Savior – the Lord in human flesh!

     The angel told Zechariah that his child would serve in the spirit and power of Elijah, who was a famous Old Testament prophet whose ministry began around 875 B.C.  The birth of John fulfilled the prophecy found in the book of Malachi, which we heard in our second reading.  The prophet Malachi said that God would send a messenger who would prepare God’s people for the coming of their Lord and Savior.  Malachi says that this future messenger would be similar to the famous Elijah of the past.

     In fact, Jesus Himself confirms this truth about John.  In Matthew chapter 11 we read:  “For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.”  
     In addition, our first reading from Isaiah chapter 40 also points ahead to the ministry of John.  Matthew makes this point in chapter 3 of his Gospel, where he writes:  “In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.’ This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: ‘A voice of one calling in the desert, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”’”
     Now, what do we learn from this?  Simply put, John was NOT the male child born of “the woman” – the child who would be the Lord in human flesh.  Nevertheless, John was the “voice crying in the desert,” he was the “messenger,” he was the new “Elijah” who would prepare God’s people for the Savior who would be born in their lifetime.  The “waiting” had finally come to an end!
     In the second half of our Gospel reading we hear about the day when John was born.  On that day Zechariah was given back his speech, and by the Holy Spirit he spoke about the work of his son and how he would prepare the way for the Savior, the Lord Most High!  Listen especially to these words of Zechariah:  “And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,…”
     Did you hear what Zechariah said?  John would prepare the way for the Lord!  As we learned at last Wednesday’s Advent Service, Jesus is no mere human.  Jesus is “Mighty God.”  Jesus is God in the flesh who has come to save His people.

     But how did Jesus save His people?  Zechariah said that John would give people knowledge of salvation “through the forgiveness of their sins,…”  You see, our greatest enemy is our own sin against God Himself.  However, instead of giving us the punishment we deserve, God sent His own Son into human flesh so that He could suffer and die on the cross with our sins on His back.  Jesus, the Lord, died for us so that we might be saved and live forever as His dearly loved children.

     However, we sinners can’t receive this salvation unless we repent of our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior.  If we cling to our sin and see no need for Jesus and His Word, then we place ourselves under God’s eternal wrath.  That’s why God sent John to preach repentance and the forgiveness of sins.  As we read in Luke chapter 3:  “He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”
     My friends, the voice of John continues to ring in our ears today as God’s Word calls us to repent of our sin and trust in Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Many in John’s day would not confess their sins, and so they saw no need for Jesus.  The devil would have us do the same today.

     But thanks be to God!  The Holy Spirit reaches out to us through the preaching of God’s Word and thereby moves us to repent of our sin and trust in Jesus, who was born of the virgin Mary in the PAST – just as God had promised.

     My friends, ever since Adam and Eve, God’s people had been waiting for Jesus.  Today we learned about Elizabeth, who was also waiting for Jesus.  When Elizabeth found out that she would give birth to the promised “Elijah,” she then knew that she would meet the promised Savior in her lifetime.  In fact, next Sunday we will hear about the first time that Elizabeth meets her Lord and Savior.  This happens when her relative, a young virgin named Mary, visits her in her home – while carrying the Lord in her womb!
     Guess what!  Jesus also comes to dwell in YOU today.  You confessed your sins at the beginning of this Service so that you would be prepared for the Lord who comes to us TODAY in the Lord’s Supper to give us His Body and Blood to eat and to drink – the Body and Blood He gave and shed so that your sins could be forgiven.

     The same Jesus who came in the PAST and who comes to us TODAY – this same Jesus will come again in the FUTURE.  As Paul writes in 1st Corinthians chapter 11:  “For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  Therefore, along with Eve, Sarah and Elizabeth – WE continue to wait or Jesus who came for us in the PAST, who comes for us in the PRESENT, and who will come again for us in the FUTURE.  Amen!
