12/14/08  Sermon:  “He’s Coming:  The Root of Jesse!”

(Texts:  Isaiah  11:1-12;  Romans  15:7-13;  Matthew 1:1-6a)
************************************************************************

     Today I continue my 4 part sermon series for the Sundays in Advent.  This series is entitled:  “He’s Coming!”  The season of Advent is about God’s promise that He would come into the world to be our Savior – saving us from our own sin against Him.
     Two Sundays ago we heard the first sermon in this series with theme “The Seed of Abraham.”  We heard how God promised Abraham that all nations would be blessed through his “Seed” – meaning that one of Abraham’s descendants would be the Savior of sinners that God promised to Adam and Eve after they had rejected Him.  

     We learned that “The Seed of Abraham” was none other than Jesus who suffered God’s wrath in our place, conquered death for us, and adopted us as His own in the waters of Baptism where He clothed us with His own righteousness and innocence.

     Last Sunday we heard the second sermon in this series with the theme “The Lion of the Tribe of Judah.”  Judah was the great-grandson of Abraham, and God revealed to Judah that the promised Savior would come from his family line.  This Savior was called a “lion” as a way of describing his great power and ability to rule over His enemies.

     However, we also heard that Jesus is a “Lion” like no other.  Jesus willingly laid down his life for us sinners who are by nature His enemies by virtue of our rebellion against His rule over our lives.  Jesus suffered the punishment we deserve so that we might be free to live forever as citizens of His Kingdom of love and righteousness.
     Today is the third sermon in this series and the theme is “The Root of Jesse.”  Just as Jesus was called “The Seed of Abraham” and “The Lion of the Tribe of Judah” He is also known as 
”The Root of Jesse.”  As we heard at the end of our reading from Isaiah chapter 11:  “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.” 

     So, why is Jesus called “The Root of Jesse?”  Well, remember that the promised Savior would come from a particular family line.  In our Gospel reading we heard about Jesus’ genealogy – starting with Abraham and moving forward in time all the way up to Jesse, who just happened to be the father of King David.  Now, we will learn about “The Son of David” next Sunday.  However, today we get to learn about “The Root of Jesse.”

     But that name for Jesus seems a bit odd.  You see, one of the main points of this sermon series is to help you see how God promised to send your Savior into the world through a particular family line.  That’s why I’ve been reading from Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew chapter 1.  

     But why does Isaiah refer to Jesus as the ROOT of Jesse?  This title implies that Jesse came from Jesus.  That’s what it means to be the ROOT of something.  Roots come first and then serve as the channel of nourishment for the plant.  So when Isaiah says that the promised Savior is the ROOT of Jesse he means that Jesse’s entire existence is dependant upon this promised Savior.  In other words, Jesse comes from Jesus!
     However, this seems to lead to a contradiction.  Why?  Well, at the beginning of our reading from Isaiah we heard these words:  “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.”  Here Isaiah clearly teaches that the promised Savior will be like a branch from Jesse’s roots.  In other words, the promised Savior will be a descendant of Jesse.  But then a few verses later Isaiah says that this promised Savior is the ROOT of Jesse – meaning that Jesse comes from the Savior.  How can this be?
     The answer to this mystery is that Jesus is God in human flesh.  Jesus is the Creator of all things.  Jesus is THE ROOT of every human being.  He created us and He sustains us.  The only problem is that we have rebelled against our ROOT.  Therefore, we deserve to be cut off from the ROOT and cast into the fire like a bunch of weeds.

     But the Good News is that God desires to graft all sinners back into the ROOT once again.  For example, in Romans chapter 11 the Apostle Paul explains that we sinners are cut off from the Root because of unbelief.  We reject God’s Word and find nourishment elsewhere.  God should have justly cut us off and left us all to whither and die – separated from His love forever.

     However, God in His Amazing Grace made a plan to graft us sinners back into the Root.  God sent His own Son into this world to wither and die in our place of damnation.  Jesus did this for you, me – ALL sinners – so that we might be rescued from the punishment we deserve and receive nourishment and life through faith in God’s Word once again.
     In our Old Testament reading from Isaiah we learn about a period in history when God’s people had rejected Him.  They cut themselves off from their Root through unrepentant sin and unbelief.  So what did God do?  God rebuked their sin through His prophets and He eventually sent the pagan Assyrian armies against them in order to humble His people and crush their evil pride.

     But God only did this so that His people would repent of their sin and seek God in faith.  In our reading from Isaiah we hear about the Savior God will send for those who long to be rejoined to their Root once again.

     Isaiah says:  “A shoot will come from the stump of Jesse.” What does this mean?  Even though God’s people had been crushed and humbled by the Assyrians because of their sin; even though they were like a dead tree stump – God would not forget His promise to send Savior into the world through a particular family line.

     Isaiah says that a Branch will come from the roots of Jesse, and this Branch would bear wonderful fruit of salvation – not only for God’s Old Testament people, but for all nations of the whole world.

     Isaiah goes on to describe how this Branch coming from Jesus will rule over all creation and bring harmony to this sin cursed world.  Those who repent of their sin and trust in God’s promised Savior can look forward to living forever in a restored creation where evil will not exist and loving harmony will reign forever.
     Those who are part of this New Creation will trust in the Lord and rest in His love for all eternity.  As Isaiah writes at the end of our reading:  “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to Him and His place of rest will be glorious.”

     In our first sermon of this series we heard God tell Abraham that through His Seed all nations would be blessed.  In today’s second reading from Romans Paul tells us that God had always planned to save all sinners through the Savior who would come from a particular family line of His chosen people.

     At the end of today’s reading from Romans Paul sums up the meaning of our first reading from Isaiah with these words:  “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.”  

     We trust in Jesus!  He is our hope!  Jesus is a descendant of Jesse, as God promised He would be.  But Jesus is also the ROOT of Jesse!  God is the one who called His people into being when He called Abraham out of a world of unbelievers and told Abraham that through his Seed all nations would be blessed.  
     Jesus is a descendant of Jesse – a Branch from the roots of his family line.  But Jesus is also the ROOT of Jesse – Jesse’s God and Savior.  Jesus is our God and Savior as well!  God calls us to repent of our sin and trust in the Root of Jesse who came into this world to save us and give us eternal life in His love.

     During this Advent season we learn how God promised to send us sinners a Savior.  Our Savior is “The Seed of Abraham,” “The Lion of the Tribe Judah,” and “The Root of Jesse.”  Jesus came into this world, just as God promised.  He was born for us.  He lived for us.  He died for us.  He conquered death for us.

     The Root of Jesse comes into our world still today and He speaks His Word to us.  The Root of Jesse calls out to us so that we will repent of trying to nourish ourselves and trust in Him who gave us life and, even more, gave His own life for us so that we could be joined to Him – now and for all eternity.  

     In Holy Baptism God grafted you into the Root of Jesse, and God wants you to rely on the life-giving nourishment of His Word every day so that you will always trust in His promises and look forward to living in His loving Kingdom for all eternity.  
     The Root of Jesse came into the world, just as He promised.  The Root of Jesse enters our world today through Baptism, through the preaching and teaching of His Word, and through His Holy Supper.  

     However, in the future the Root of Jesse will come into the world again for all to see.  Those who have cut themselves off from their Root through unrepentant unbelief will remain cut off from God’s love forever.  But we who have been grafted back into the Root and trust His Word, we can look forward to the coming of the Root of Jesse on the Final Day.  Always remember these words from the prophet Isaiah:  “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.”  Amen!
