                              12/09/07  Sermon:   “ Sarah:  Waiting for Jesus! ”
           ( Texts:  Genesis 17:1-5, 15-19;  Romans 4:18-25;  Matthew  1:1-2, 16-17 )

************************************************************************
     Today is the 2nd Sunday in Advent.  As we learned last Sunday, Advent is the season of waiting.  Advent is a time for us to focus on Jesus and how He came to us in the PAST, how He still comes to us in the PRESENT, and how He will come again in the FUTURE.  In fact, ever since the beginning of the world believers have been waiting for Jesus.
     Last Sunday we learned about Eve and how she was waiting for Jesus.  After Adam and Eve sinned against God He gave them a promise of a Savior.  In Genesis 3:15 we read how God cursed the devil along with the serpent.  God said:  “…I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush; he will crush your head and you will strike his heal.”
     By these words God cursed the devil who had used the serpent to tempt Adam and Eve to rebel against God.  God said that “the woman” would give birth to a male child who would crush the power of the devil.

     Now, Eve was very excited about this unexpected merciful promise.  Therefore, when Eve first became pregnant and gave birth to a son, Cain, she said, “I have the man, the Lord!”  You see, Eve thought she was “the woman” of God’s promise and that Cain was the “male child” who also had to be the Lord in human flesh because only God can destroy the devil.

     But Eve soon realized that she was not “the woman” because Cain was as sinner and NOT God in the flesh.  So, Eve began waiting for Jesus.  From that time on various women wondered if they would be “the woman.”  

     But how did any of one of these women know that she even had a chance to be “the woman?”  The reason is that God revealed to them the family line from which the Savior would come into the world!
     If you recall, last Sunday’s Gospel reading was from Luke chapter 3, and in that chapter Luke gives us a genealogy.  Luke starts with Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus, and traces her male ancestors back all the way to Adam.  Part of that genealogy in Luke included a man named Abraham.

     Now, in our Gospel reading for today from Matthew chapter 1 we find another genealogy.  However, unlike Luke who starts with Mary and traces her male ancestors back to Adam, Matthew begins with Abraham and goes forward to Joseph.  

     But then Matthew writes these very interesting words:  “…Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus,…”  Just like Luke’s Gospel, Matthew makes it very clear that Joseph had nothing to do with Jesus’ birth – other than being the husband of Mary who was a virgin when Jesus was conceived in her womb by the Holy Spirit.

     Now, having said that, I want to point out that Abraham is a very important person in both genealogies that we find in Matthew and Luke.  Allow me to explain.  If you read Genesis chapter 12 you will discover that at that time in history the world was filled with unbelievers who were NOT waiting for Jesus.  But God intervened and chose a man named Abram to continue the plan to bring the Savior into the world.

     In Genesis chapter 12 we read these words that God spoke to Abram:  “…all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  Simply put, God was saying that the Savior of the world would be one of Abram’s descendants.  There was only one problem.  Abram and his wife, Sarai, had never been able to have children and now they were both very elderly.  How could the Savior of the world be descended from them if they didn’t even have a son?  So, they waited to see how God planned to keep His promise.

     Well, the years went by until Abram was 99 years old.  In our first reading from Genesis chapter 17 we see that God appeared to Abram and said:  “No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.”  Now, Abram means “exalted father” but Abraham means “father of many.”

     God also spoke these words:  “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name is Sarah.  I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her.”  There was only one problem.  Abraham was now just shy of 100 years and Sarah was in her Nineties!

     Then Abraham laughed.  He wasn’t sure that God could pull this off.  Therefore, God spoke again:  “…your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac.”  By the way, the name Isaac means “laughter.”  This was God’s way of reminding them not to laugh at God’s plans.
     So, Abraham and Sarah kept on waiting for God to keep His promise.  In Genesis chapter 18 we read how God came to Abraham’s home in bodily form and said:  “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will heave a son.”
     Now, Sarah overheard this conversation, and she laughed.  Sarah said to herself:  “After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?”  But the Lord knew what Sarah was thinking, and he said:  “Why did Sarah laugh…?  Is anything to hard for the Lord?”
     Well, God did keep His promise.  In Genesis chapter 21 we read about the birth of Isaac, whose name means “laughter.”  In Genesis 21:6-7 we read these words of Sarah:  “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me. Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
     So, Isaac is the son of Abraham.  Isaac is the next link in the family chain that will lead to “the woman” who would give birth to the Savior who would bless all peoples.  Just as Eve was waiting for Jesus, Sarah was also waiting for Jesus.  God strengthened Sarah’s faith in the coming Savior when He gave her Isaac in her old age.  Sarah learned that nothing is impossible with God!

     However, in Genesis chapter 22 we read how God did something that seems to call into question His promise.  God comes to Abraham and tells him to kill Isaac and offer him as a sacrifice to God.  Why would God ask Abraham to do this?  Didn’t God say the Savior would be a descendant of Isaac?  What would Abraham tell Sarah?  Could they trust God or not?

     As you know, Abraham continued to trust God even when it appeared that God was going back on His promise.  Abraham continued to believe that God would keep His promise and that the Savior would be a descendant of Isaac.  

     But how could Abraham believe this when God asked him to kill Isaac?  We find the answer in Hebrews chapter 11 where we read these words about Abraham:  “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, ‘It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.’  Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”
     As you know, God did not allow Abraham to kill Isaac.  So why did God put Abraham through this horrible experience?  God did this to strengthen Abraham’s faith.  God wanted Abraham to learn to trust God even when it seemed that God was not being faithful.

     But why did God choose this particular test – asking Abraham to sacrifice his only son?  Isn’t it obvious?  God wanted Abraham and US to know what it would be like for God to actually sacrifice His only Son.

     The sacrifice of Isaac is a picture of the actual sacrifice of Jesus – God offering his own Son on the cross.  Just think about it.  What Abraham was NOT allowed to do, God DID!  You see, Isaac was not the male child born of “the woman.”  Isaac was just one link in the chain leading up to Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus, the Son of God who would bless all peoples by dying on the cross for our sins.

     Even though Sarah was not “the woman,” she still experienced a miracle from God.  Not only did Sarah give birth in her old age after years of not being able to have children.  Even more, her son, Isaac, was a link in the chain leading up to “the woman” who would give birth to the Savior who would bless all peoples.  Sarah was waiting for Jesus!
     Now, after giving you all that background information, how does all this apply to us today?  Well, we have to remember, the history we find in the Bible is also His Story!  Eve was waiting for Jesus!  Sarah was waiting for Jesus!  Are YOU waiting for Jesus?
     Last Sunday we learned that many people throughout history ignored God’s Word and did not wait for Jesus.  The devil wants us to do the same.  The devil wants us to get comfortable with our sin.  The devil wants us to forget that we are in desperate need of a Savior.  The devil wants us to forget that God kept His promise in Genesis when Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary.

     We are in the Advent season which helps us prepare to celebrate Christmas by teaching us to wait for Jesus.  But are we waiting for Jesus?  We should wait for Jesus by living the “Baptized life.”  During September, October and November we learned that living the “Baptized life” means living in daily repentance and daily trusting in Jesus for mercy and the strength to live according to God’s will.  But so often we find ourselves making excuses for our sin and focusing on a million other things instead of waiting for Jesus with all our heart, mind and soul.  
     We forget that God kept His promise and that Jesus came into our world the past.  We also forget that Jesus enters our lives in the present as He speaks to us through His Word and gives us His Body and Blood in the Holy Supper.  We also forget that Jesus will come again in the future.  We’re all guilty of failing to wait for Jesus as we ought.  We might even be tempted to laugh at God’s promises, just like Abraham and Sarah did.
     However, the good news is that God continues to enter our lives.  He speaks His Word to us and thereby by calls us to repentance.  He turns our hearts and minds to Jesus.  He gives us new hearts that wait for Jesus and long for the mercy, love and life that only He can give us.

     Even though Abraham and Sarah were guilty of laughing at God’s promises, God was able to bring them to repentance and give them a strong faith in the coming Savior.  That’s why Paul wrote what he did about Abraham in our reading from Romans chapter 4.  Paul said:  “…[Abraham] did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.”
     God did not remember Abraham’s sinful laughter.  God gave Abraham faith in God’s promise, and through that promise Abraham and Sarah were forgiven.  Guess what!  Paul says the same is true for YOU who believe.  Paul says, “…for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”
     Eve was waiting for Jesus.  Sarah was waiting for Jesus.  They were waiting for “the woman” who would give birth to the male child who would crush the power of the devil and bless all people.  God kept His promise.  During this Advent we prepare to celebrate the fact that our Savior was born of the Virgin Mary.
     But we are still waiting for Jesus.  Jesus continues to come to us in the present.  He is with us in our Baptism.  He speaks to us in the Word of Holy Scripture.  He gives us His Body and Blood in Holy Communion.

     We also wait for Jesus to come again in the future.  He will return in glory one day and give eternal life to those who are waiting for Him in faith.  We live each day waiting to receive that blessed hope – and we have that blessed hope because God kept His promise when Jesus was born of Mary in the PAST.

     Next Sunday we will learn about Elizabeth – another important woman in His Story.  Elizabeth was waiting for Jesus.  Little did Elizabeth know that she would be the mother of the one who would prepare the way for the Lord.  But you’ll have to wait until next Sunday to hear that wonderful story.  Amen!
