11/29/09 Sermon:    “ The King of Peace! ”
( Psalm 118:14-29;  Acts 3:17-26;  Luke 19:28-42 )
     I have a question for you.  Do you know what can give you peace?  Do you know what can give you a sense of security, joy and happiness?  What is the one thing that can give you peace?

     Some people think that having plenty of money will give them peace.  That’s why some people are workaholics.  That’s why other people spend money on lottery tickets – hoping to win the big one!

     Other people think that putting an end to war and conflict will give them peace.  If we could only defeat our enemies, then we would have peace.  Better yet, if all nations on earth could learn to get along, then we’d have peace, right?  If we would just dismantle our militaries, join hands with everyone and sing “We are the world!” – then we would have peace.

     Still other people think that they will have peace if they can fulfill their desires and do whatever feels good.  That’s why some people abuse drugs, alcohol, food or other substances.  That’s why some people go from one sexual encounter to another.  That’s why some people chase after the next exciting fad or hobby that will give them a thrill.  They’re all looking for peace.

     Finally, some people think they will have peace if they can just stay healthy and avoid any hardships or stress in life.

     The problem with all these attempts at finding peace is that they all lead to a dead end.  People look for peace in all the wrong places, but never find it.  Can you relate to that?  I think we all long for peace, and yet the more we try to obtain peace by our own wisdom and strength the more peace alludes us. 
     I’m glad you’re here today!  Today you will hear how you can find true peace – a peace that passes all human understanding.  How can we have this kind of peace?  Listen carefully as God speaks to us through our Gospel reading, and you will be given true peace.
      Last Sunday we learned that Jesus is the King of the entire Universe.  Jesus reigns over all creation for us.  Jesus, the Son of God, is King from all eternity before this world began.  After He created this world, God’s Son spoke to His people through His chosen prophets until the time came when He entered this world in person when Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary.

     So, why did the eternal Son of God come into the world in such a way?  Why did the Son of God take on human flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary?  In Luke chapter 2 we read what the angels said to the Shepherds on the night Jesus was born:  “’… I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you:  you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those on whom His favor rests.’”  
     Did you hear what the angels said?  They said that the baby Jesus is the Savior of all people!  They called the baby Jesus “Christ the Lord.”  The word “Christ” is a title that refers to the Savior of all nations promised in the Old Testament Scriptures.  The word “Lord” makes it clear that the Savior is God Himself in human flesh.  Jesus is the King of the Universe who came into this world to give us peace through the forgiveness of our sins.

     This fact reminds me of the words of Zechariah who spoke the following about his son, John the Baptist:  “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.”

     But that leads to a question.  How will Jesus provide forgiveness for us sinners?  That question is answered in today’s Gospel reading from Luke chapter 19 where we heard about Jesus the King coming into Jerusalem.  Our Gospel begins with these words:  “And when [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.”

     Now, why was Jesus going up to Jerusalem?  We need to go back to Luke chapter 18 for that answer.  Listen to what Luke writes:  “And taking the twelve, [Jesus] said to them, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.  For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon.  And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.’  But they understood none of these things.  This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.”
     Did you hear that?  The King was coming into Jerusalem to die.  Jesus would sacrifice Himself on the cross in our place of damnation so that we might receive peace through the knowledge that our sins are forgiven because of Jesus’ death and resurrection for us.

     But remember what Luke said?  Jesus’ disciples did not understand this, just as the crowds who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem did not understand what kind of King He was.  Remember what Jesus said about His people after He came near the city of Jerusalem?  With tears in His eyes, Jesus said:  “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace!  But now they are hidden from your eyes.”

     Luke says that the people were excited about Jesus coming to Jerusalem because they had seen Him perform many miracles.  They were now hoping to see another powerful miracle.  They wanted Jesus to destroy their enemies, the Romans.  As Jesus was coming into Jerusalem, the people said:  “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  
      First they quote from Psalm 118 which points ahead to the promised Christ, the King of Israel.  But they do not realize what kind of King He is.  They expected Jesus to be a conquering King who would save them from their earthly enemies – the Romans.  They thought that being rescued from the Romans would give them peace.  They did not realize that Jesus had come to save them from their greatest enemy – their own sin against God.

      The next words the people speak echo what the angels said to the shepherds – with the difference being that the people talk about “peace in heaven” instead of “peace on earth.”  You see, the people wrongly thought there would be peace in heaven when Christ the King made war against the earthly enemies of God’s people.  But God’s heavenly will is to bring peace on earth through the forgiveness of sins made possible by His Son’s sacrificial death on the cross.  Sadly, the people would not see this.  That’s why Jesus wept.

     The truth is that the entire Old Testament points to the fact that God’s promised King would come into this world to save His people from their sins.  For example, in our Gospel reading we see that Jesus comes into Jerusalem riding on a young donkey. Why does Jesus do this?
     Well, listen to this prophecy from Zechariah chapter 9:

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; he is righteous and having salvation, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

     Jesus did not ride into Jerusalem on a war horse as though He were a conquering king.  Instead, Jesus humbled Himself and rode into Jerusalem on a peaceful young donkey.  Jesus did not come to conquer His enemies.  Jesus had come to die for His enemies.  But many refused to believe this.  That’s why Jesus wept.

     At the end of our Gospel reading we see that after Jesus comes into Jerusalem He then goes directly to the Temple – the place where the blood sacrifices were offered.  Those blood sacrifices pointed ahead to the promised Savior who would save His people from their sins by His own sacrifice for us.

     However, when Jesus comes to the Temple He is angry to discover that some people were practicing dishonest business in an area of the Temple that was reserved for repentant prayer.  He then drives the unrepentant thieves out of the Temple, and begins to teach the people.  What did Jesus teach them?  He taught them to repent of their sins and trust in Him as their Savior.

     Sadly, the people could not understand why Jesus was doing this.  They listened to Him for the time being, but they were getting impatient.  They wanted Him to destroy the Romans.  But that never happened.

     Instead, a few days later Jesus is put on trial in the Roman court.  Some of the same people who earlier said “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” end up saying “Crucify Him!”  They had become the enemies of their own King because He was not acting like the kind of King they wanted Him to be.  Nevertheless, Jesus still willingly died for them.  In our reading from Acts chapter 3 the Apostle Peter explained that this was all part of God’s plan to save His people.

     But what if God’s people had NOT rejected Jesus?  What if they would have repented and believed that Jesus had come to save them from their sins?  Jesus would still have sacrificed Himself for us – maybe on the altar in the Temple itself.  

     But it didn’t turn out that way.  God’s people refused to repent and they rejected Jesus as their King.  However, God worked through their rebellion to accomplish His plan of salvation nevertheless.  As Peter said:  “…brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your rulers.  But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.  Repent, therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, and that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”
     So then, after hearing all this information about our Gospel reading, how does this sermon apply to YOU?  Well, first of all, we dare not stand in judgment on the people in our Gospel reading as though we are not just as guilty as they were.  We know that Jesus is our King, but do we always receive Him as the kind of King He really is?
     In the Christian Church today we are often tempted to think of Jesus as a “miracle worker.”  We think Jesus exists to rescue us from our earthly problems and to save us from our earthly enemies.  When Jesus doesn’t care for us as we think He should, then we’re tempted to get mad at God and say:  “You’re not being fair!”

     I remember years ago I was watching an episode of “All in the Family.”  Some of you my age or older may remember that show.  Anyway, in this episode one of Edith Bunker’s friends had just died.  That next Sunday she refused to go to Church.  Archie, her husband, was surprised by this because Edith never missed a church Service.  So Archie asked her:  “Edith, aren’t you going to Church like you always do?”  Edith answered:  “No!  Why should I?  What good does it do?  God doesn’t do anything to keep bad things from happening.  Why should I worship Him?”

     Have you ever felt that way?  I know I have sometimes.  We get the sinful idea that God exists merely to grant our earthly wishes, as though we deserve His blessing.  We forget that we are sinners who deserve only His wrath.

     You see, the devil tempts us to think of peace in terms of God giving us what we want – even if what we want might be sinful and self-centered.  We spend all our time and energy looking for peace in all the wrong places, but we never find it.  Well, Jesus sees our sinful, self-centered attitudes and He weeps over us just as He wept over Jerusalem.  
     But the Good News is that Jesus doesn’t give up on us.  Just as He went to the Temple and continued to teach the people, Jesus continues to speak to us today through His Word.  

     Jesus uses His Word of judgment to expose our sins and show us that we are our own worst enemies because of our rebellion against God.  But once Jesus humbles us He then uses His Word of grace to assure us that we are at peace with God because our sins are forgiven through His loving sacrifice for us on the cross.

     On the cross our King of Peace became all the enemies of God rolled into one.  Jesus suffered the wrath of God that should have fallen on us.  Jesus did this to give us peace with God.  That’s why the angels said to the Shepherds:  “’For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you:  you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those on whom His favor rests.’”  God’s favor rests on those who confess their sins and trust in the King of Peace – Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  

    With that said, I want you to understand something.  I’m not suggesting that Jesus doesn’t care about our earthly needs.  He knows that we face times of difficulty and hardship.  He knows that we experience stress and fear.  Jesus Himself taught us to pray:  “Give us this day our daily bread.”  But the same Jesus also taught us to pray:  “Forgive us our sins…”  

    You can go to Jesus with your earthly needs and know that He will provide for you as He sees best.  But the reason you can do this is that Jesus has given you the peace that really matters – He has given you the knowledge of your salvation through the forgiveness of your sins.  You have peace with God through Jesus!
You have a peace that will last for all eternity – and not even death can take that away from you.

Amen!

