                                      11/27/05 Sermon:   “ God Came Down! ”
                         Texts:  Isaiah 64:1-9a;  1st Corinthians 1:3-9;  Mark 11:1-10

************************************************************************

     Today we begin a new Church year.  Today is the 1st Sunday in Advent.  The word “Advent” is of Latin origin and means “enter” or “come.”  During Advent we focus on the ways that God comes to us in the past, present and future.  With that understood, let’s examine our Old Testament reading from Isaiah chapter 64.
     The prophet Isaiah speaks on behalf of God’s people when he utters this prayer to God:  “Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down!”  Isaiah goes on to pray that God would come down to earth in power and destroy the enemies of God.

     God did just that when He delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt.  Most of you remember the 10 plagues on the land of Egypt, the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, and the parting of the Red Sea, etc.  Those acts of God happened 100’s of years before Isaiah’s time and people were still talking about it in Isaiah’s day!  

     No wonder the people of Israel in Isaiah’s day were hoping God would do the same for them.  They were praying:  “Come down, God, and destroy our enemies, for they are also Your enemies.  Come down in power and glory!”

     About 800 years later God DID come down to earth.  Jesus was entering Jerusalem, and the Jews were yelling, “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!”  The word “Hosanna” is of Hebrew origin and means “Save!”  The Jews wanted Jesus to save them from the oppression of the Roman Empire.  They wanted Jesus to destroy their enemies – and they believed Jesus had the power to do just that!

     Jesus performed many awesome miracles on the level of God’s acts when He delivered His people from Egypt.  Jesus changed water into wine.  He healed the sick.  He cast out demons.  He multiplied a few bits of fish and bread into enough food to feed several thousand people.  He calmed the wind and the waves by simply telling them to be still.  He even raised people from the dead.  They thought such a man would have no problem destroying the Romans – the enemies of God’s people.

     We also would like God to “come down” and save us from our enemies.  In some cases our enemies are our negative circumstances:  poverty; sickness; crime; terrorism; natural disasters.  

     In other cases our enemies are those who don’t like Christians.  In this country we Christians may be ignored or mocked.  In other nations today our fellow Christians are fired from their jobs, driven from their homes, enslaved and even murdered.  “Oh, Lord, that you would rend the heavens and come down.”  Why doesn’t God answer our prayer?

     We need to learn some more from our Old Testament reading.  Later on in Isaiah chapter 64 the prophet writes the following:  “You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways.”  What does this mean?

     First, Isaiah doesn’t mean God helps you if you are better than most people and therefore worthy of God’s protection.  Instead, those who “remember God’s ways” are those who confess their sins and trust in God for undeserved mercy.  Second, God will help those who repent and trust in His salvation – but are we willing to receive the kind of help that God wants to give us?  What is the help we truly need?

     Isaiah goes on to admit that God’s own people have sinned against Him.  They are doing the things God forbids.  Worse yet, they wrongly think that God will overlook their sins because of the good deeds that they do.  That’s why Isaiah says that all their “righteous acts are like filthy rags” before God.  Even the good things we do are garbage before God if we think we can bribe God and cancel our sins by our own good works.

     Simply put, God’s people were their own worst enemies.  They had sinned against God.  They were GOD’S enemies!  They didn’t realize that when they prayed “Oh, come down and destroy Your enemies” that God would have to destroy THEM as well!

     Jesus did His best to proclaim this Truth to the Jews of His day.  Jesus told them to repent and come to Him for forgiveness and life with God.  Some Jews hated Jesus for suggesting that they were sinners.  Others simply ignored what Jesus said and continued to hope that Jesus would save them from the Romans.  They did not see that their worst enemy was their own sin against God.

     We have the same problem today.  We want God to come down and rescue us from our problems and give us the good life that we think we deserve.  We want God to come down and destroy our enemies.  We fail to realize that WE are God’s enemies, and that we need to be saved from ourselves and the hell we deserve.

     The Good News is that God comes down and speaks the Truth so that we may be saved.  Isaiah ends his prayer with these words of hope:  “O Lord, You are our Father…Do not be angry beyond measure, O Lord; do not remember our sins forever.”

     In Isaiah’s day God came down with words of hope for sinners.  “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.”  “For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given…and He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

     Jesus entered Jerusalem and the people shouted “Hosanna! Save us!”  A few days later they put Him on a cross and mocked Him saying, “Save your self and us!”  Little did they know that Jesus WAS saving them and us by NOT saving His own life.  God had come down to destroy His enemies!  God destroyed His enemies when He put your sin and my sin on Jesus and damned Him in our place.
     Jesus died for our sins, and then He conquered death for us.  Jesus lives and He now comes down to earth in the waters of Holy Baptism.  He comes down to earth through His Word which we read and hear.  He comes down to earth when He give us His own Body and Blood to eat and drink.
     In our Epistle reading from 1st Corinthians we heard how some people in Corinth were saved when God came down to them through His means of grace.  The Apostle Paul also wrote to them about the FUTURE coming of Christ when he said:  “[God] will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God, who has called you into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.”
     God has also come down to YOU!  You are Baptized!  You hear and read God’s Word.  You eat and drink His Body and Blood.  God is your Father and you are His people.  You live for the Lord in this world as you wait for Christ to come down again when He returns in power and glory.

     On that day God will destroy His enemies – all those who have rejected His Son as their Lord and Savior.  That is why Jesus asks us to pray for our enemies.  We would be facing their eternal fate if it were not for the Grace of God.

     God has shown us that our real enemy is our own sin against Him.  God came down to save you from your enemies – sin, death and hell.  You are forgiven.  God is your Father.  Therefore, live each day in repentance and faith as you look forward to the 2nd coming of your Lord and Savior.  “Oh, Lord, that You would rend the heavens and come down!”  Amen!
