                                 11/26/06  Sermon:   “Jesus is The King!”
    (Texts:  1st Timothy 6:11-16; Revelation 19:11-16; John 12:12-16, 23-33)
*****************************************************************

     What thoughts or images come to your mind when you hear the word “king”?  I guess that depends.  

**If you happen to be a little hungry you might think of “Burger KING.”  

**If you’re tired and you want plenty of room to stretch out and take a nap you might think of a “KING size bed.”
**If you’re a fan of Elvis Presley you might remember that many

people speak of him as the “KING of rock n’ roll.”

**If you enjoy science fiction and movies about monsters you might immediately remember the recent movie “KING Kong” directed by Peter Jackson.

**If you enjoy reading about the history of various nations you might recall that over the years many people have been ruled by various KINGS.
     If we wanted to take more time I’m sure we could come up with many other examples of things that come to our minds when we hear that word “king”.  The question is:  Would many people think about JESUS?
      Throughout Scripture God is spoken of as being our King.  At the end of our 1st reading the Apostle Paul spoke of God as being “the blessed and only Ruler, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords,…”  Then in our 2nd reading from Revelation chapter 19 we heard the Apostle John describing the 2nd Coming of Jesus and calling Him “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”  

     In our Gospel reading from John chapter 12 we heard about Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the Sunday before His death.  As Jesus entered Jerusalem the people shouted, “Blessed is the King of Israel!”  Why all this talk about Jesus being our King?  Well, allow me to briefly discuss the current season of the Church year and it’s meaning for us.

     You see, two weeks ago it was Sunday, November 12th, otherwise known as the 3rd last Sunday of the Church year.  Last Sunday was November 19th, otherwise known as the 2nd last Sunday of the Church year.  Today many Lutheran churches are celebrating the LAST Sunday of the Church.  However, there are others – our congregation included – that are celebrating today as “Christ the King” Sunday.  In fact, the LAST Sunday of the Church year and “Christ the King” Sunday are related.

     You see, during the last 3 Sundays of the Church year we tend to focus on what Scripture teaches about the 2nd coming of Christ and how this future fact affects our lives here and now.

     For example, two Sundays ago we learned that the 2nd Coming of Christ causes us believers to view ourselves as “aliens and strangers” in this world as we long for Christ’s return.  Last Sunday we learned what Jesus meant when He spoke of Himself as being “The Son of Man” and we heard Jesus speak these words:  “…you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
     Today is the LAST Sunday of the Church year, but today can also be celebrated as “Christ the King” Sunday.  On this day we Christians confess that Christ reigns as our King HERE AND NOW even though we can’t see Him nor do the unbelievers of this world recognize that Christ reigns as King.  In addition, today we Christians also confess that Christ will return in visible glory one day and then everyone – believer and unbeliever – will recognize Him as “The King of Kings” and “Lord of Lords.”

     But what kind of King is Jesus?  In our Gospel reading we heard that when Jesus entered Jerusalem He rode on a young donkey.  This happened to fulfill the Scripture from the prophet Zechariah:  “Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”

     I’m sure the Jews were trying to figure why their King would come to them in such a humble manner.  A “young donkey” is not the kind of transportation you use if you’re trying to impress people.  That would be like George Bush riding into Jamestown in a rusty Chevy Chevette.
     So, the people were a bit confused by this sign.  As we learned last Sunday, the Jews expected Christ the King to be a powerful military leader who would crush their enemies, the Romans.  But instead, Jesus told them to repent of their sin and trust in Him for forgiveness and eternal life with God.

     Jesus was trying to make a point when He rode into Jerusalem on a young donkey.  Jesus is a King like no other.  Jesus came to humble Himself and become our servant.  After Jesus entered Jerusalem He said, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

     But what kind of “glorification” did Jesus mean?  Jesus said, “…when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself.”  And then the Apostle John makes this comment:  “He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.”

     But the crowds did not want this king of a King – a King who would die to save His enemies from their sins!  Therefore, they rejected Jesus!  Later on, after Jesus had been arrested and brought before the Roman court, Pontius Pilate presented Jesus to the Jews and said:  “Shall I crucify your king?”  The chief priests of the Jews answered:  “We have no king but Caesar!”  They rejected their True King and claimed their enemy, the Roman Caesar, as their own king.
     But we dare not judge the Jews too harshly.  As we learned last Sunday, it was not a few Romans and Jews who crucified Jesus.  No!  YOU crucified Jesus!  I crucified Jesus!  WE ALL crucified Jesus!  

     You see, no one forced Jesus to go to the cross.  Pilate asked Jesus:  “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”  Then Jesus answered:  “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.”  Simply put, Jesus was in control of the situation.  Jesus willingly allowed Himself to be nailed to the cross because that is how He would save you and me from our sins against God!

     We need to understand that every time we sin; every time we compromise our faith; every time we give in to our sinful desires; every time we care more about the things or people of this world than we do about God; every time we turn from God’s will and do our own thing – every time we sin we are saying:  “Take Him away!  Crucify Him!  We have no King but Caesar!”
     Who is this “Caesar” that we worship?  The devil and our own sinful nature!  When we justify our sin we thereby turn away from Jesus and make ourselves King.  But behind the scenes is a demonic dictator known as the devil who is just waiting to enslave us for all eternity.

     However, it doesn’t have to end this way!  Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords!  Jesus died on the cross for ALL your sins, and then He conquered death when He rose from His grave.  Jesus died for His enemies so that we might become His forgiven people and worship Him for all eternity as our Savior and King.

     Today is “Christ the King” Sunday, and this day is a day of celebration for many Christians around the world.  Jesus is a King like no other!  Jesus came to be our servant.  By His death and resurrection Jesus has conquered our sin, our death and the devil.  

     We no longer have to be enslaved by sin and live for eternity under the dictator devil!  Jesus is our King who lives to give you forgiveness of sin and eternal life in His Father’s love.  Listen again to these words of Zechariah:  “Do not be afraid; see, your king is coming…”  Jesus, your King, comes to you here and now!  

     Jesus, your King, comes to you in the waters of Holy Baptism where He washes away the guilt of your sin and claims you as a citizen of His Kingdom.  

     Jesus, your King, comes to you when He uses me to say to you:  “Your sins are forgiven!”  Jesus, your King, comes to you when He speaks to you with His Word that I preach to you; His Word that you hear and read from Holy Scripture!  

     Jesus, your King, comes to you when He gives you His own Body and Blood in Holy Communion to assure you that your sins are forgiven and that you have the certain hope of eternal life.

     In fact, listen to what the Apostle Paul writes about the Lord’s Supper:  “…whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

     Did you hear that?  The Lord who truly comes to us now through mysterious and invisible ways, this same Lord will return in glory one day and every eye will see Him.  Remember our 2nd reading?  John writes these words about the return of the King:  “He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God...He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  King of kings and Lord of lords.”

     The 2nd coming of Christ will be a horrible day for those who cling to their sin and reject Christ the King.  They will face the wrath of the King of kings on the Final Day.  But those who confess their sin and flee to Jesus for mercy, they will rejoice on the day when He returns as their King who shed His blood for them that they might be His own for all eternity.
     God has called you hear today to celebrate “Christ the King” Sunday.  Your King has come to you today, and He will come FOR you on the Final Day.  God has moved you to confess your sin and He has led you to Jesus as your King who shed His blood for you.  Your sins are forgiven!  Christ is your King!  He is with you NOW, and He will return for you in glory – and His Kingdom will never end!

     Today marks the end of yet another Church year.  Next Sunday is the 1st Sunday in Advent, the beginning of another Church year.  The season of Advent prepares us for the 1st coming of Jesus who was born King of the Jews – the King who was born to save His people from their sins.  Amen!
