11/23/08  Sermon:  “Jesus is The King of Kings!”

(Texts:  1st Timothy  6:11-16;  Revelation  19:11-6;  John  18:33-39)
************************************************************************

     On November 4th many of us voted for candidates who would serve in various offices on the national, state and local levels.  One of the most important votes we cast was for who would be the president of the United States – and we all know the results of that election.
     However, the political process in our nation is unique when viewed against the backdrop of world history.  For example, most people throughout history did not have the freedom to vote and thereby elect who would serve them in a government office.  Instead, many people in history had no voice or choice concerning who would rule over them.

     In fact, one common form of government throughout history has been what is known as a monarchy.  That word “monarchy” comes from two Greek words and it simply means “one ruler.”  In this form of government one person would often have absolute power.  When we think of a monarchy we picture a king descended from a royal family of kings.
     Now, living in a monarchial form of government could either be good or bad, depending on your king.  If your king was good, wise and benevolent, then living under his rule was a joy and a blessing.  However, if your king was evil, foolish and cruel, then living under his rule could be a depressing and horrible experience.

     For example, consider the various kings of Israel throughout Old Testament history.  When the king was godly and made just laws, the people were blessed.  When the king was evil and made unjust laws, many people suffered greatly.

     Now, at this point we must understand that God is the one who has established government.  God wants to give us good government with good leaders who will uphold good laws and punish those who do evil.  However, if we examine history we see that on many occasions the leaders of nations went against their God-given conscience and used their power to do wicked things.  

     But God will not be mocked!  When rulers of government become corrupt and do evil, their kingdoms will not last.  For example, Old Testament Israel was abandoned by God because their government became corrupt.  In the same way, the mighty Roman empire fell apart because of its corrupt leaders.  This past century Nazi Germany suffered greatly because of the evil plans of Adolph Hitler.
     Of course, we Americans must remember that our nation is not exempt from going the way of nations before us.  If we support or tolerate leaders who make unjust laws and promote evil, then God will not spare us either.

     Therefore, we should pray that God will give us leaders who are good people – individuals who will follow the moral law of God written on their hearts; leaders who will promote good laws and restrain evil behavior.
     However, one thing we must realize is that we will never, ever have a perfect government this side of heaven.  You see, even the best of our rulers are sinners, just as we are sinners who fall short of God’s will every day.  
     
     Because we will never have a perfect government this side of heaven, life in this world will always have its share of trials and problems.  In fact, sometimes life in this world can become very painful and very difficult – especially for us who trust in Jesus as our Savior and strive to live for Him.

     We Christians in the United States have been blessed.  For many years we have had the freedom to worship Christ.  For many years we have had opportunities to influence our society for the better.  But not all Christians have had things so good.

     If you read Holy Scripture you will discover that the first few generations of Christians suffered greatly under evil governments that persecuted them.  Throughout history there have been examples of faithful Christians being persecuted for what they believe.  Even in our world today there are Christians who are being horribly persecuted simply because they trust in Jesus and strive to live according to His will.

     Let’s face it.  Our nation is going through some difficult times.  We hope things will get better, and by God’s grace they will.  But what if they don’t?  What if evil claims to have all the wisdom and wickedness claims to have all the power?  What if things go from bad to worse to unbearable?  This fact can make life in this world very difficult for us Christians.  Sometimes we Christians see all the evil in the world, and we might be tempted to despair.

     My friends, no matter what happens in this evil world, we Christians must remember that we are citizens of Christ’s Kingdom.  You see, Jesus is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  Jesus is the One who is in control, even when it doesn’t seem that way. He is in control of history.  The evil rulers and powers of this world do not control our eternal destiny.  

     In fact, today is the last Sunday of the Church year.  On this last Sunday of the Church year many Christians around the world focus on the fact that Jesus is the King of Kings.  We also focus on the fact that Jesus will return in power and glory one day.  On that day the evil rulers and powers of this world will be destroyed, and every knee will bow before the King of Kings.

     In our Gospel reading from John chapter 18 we heard about Jesus standing before Pontius Pilate, who was the Roman ruler in Judea.  The Jewish leaders accused Jesus of claiming to be their king.  They were hoping to get Him into trouble with the Romans.  
     Therefore, Pilate asked Jesus:  “Are you the king of the Jews?”  Jesus then gave an answer which shows that Jesus is King like no other.  Jesus said:  “My kingdom is not of this world.”  Now, Jesus did not mean that He is NOT the King of this world.  Jesus created this world!  Instead, Jesus means that His Kingdom is not the same as the sinful kingdoms of this world.
     For example, earthly kings hate their enemies.  Earthly kings do all they can to humiliate and destroy their enemies.  But Jesus loves His enemies.  Jesus allowed Himself to be humiliated and destroyed on the cross so that He might save His enemies and make us His dearly loved children.

     Jesus also said the following to Pilate:  “You are right in saying I am a king, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  

     Pilate then asked:  “What is truth?”  You see, the unbelievers of this world can’t accept God’s Truth.  But God has rescued us Christians from the devil’s deceptions.  God has revealed His Truth to us and has given us the faith to believe it.  In John chapter 8 Jesus says:  “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

     Simply put, God’s Word exposes the truth that we are sinners who deserve God’s wrath.  God’s Word also shows us the truth that Jesus is our loving King who died for our sins so that we might receive forgiveness of sins live in His Kingdom of love forever.  Finally, God’s Word shows us the truth that Jesus conquered death for us, and He now lives and reigns for us as the King of Kings.

     In our reading from 1st Timothy the Apostle Paul told Timothy to stand up for the truth just as Jesus spoke the truth when He stood before Pilate.  In the same way, we should follow Christ’s example and stand up for the truth in our society – all the time taking comfort in the fact that God is in control of our destiny.
     Paul teaches us that we can look forward to the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in His own time.  Paul calls God “the blessed and only Ruler, the King of Kings and Lord of lords,…”  Paul is talking about God the Father here, but these words also apply to Jesus.

     For example, in our second reading from Revelation chapter 19 the Apostle John uses various images to describe Jesus when He returns in power and glory.  John says that Jesus is wearing a robe dipped in blood – a reminder that He died in humility in order to save us.  
    But on the Final Day Jesus will return in power and glory.  That’s a scary thought!  On the Final Day Jesus will destroy all evil that is opposed to His loving rule.  But as we learned last Sunday, we Christians do not have to fear Christ’s return.  Your sins have been forgiven.  Through faith in Jesus you are NOW holy in God’s sight.  Jesus has saved us from God’s wrath on the Final Day, and Jesus will also protect us from those who hate Him and His people.  
     In our reading from Revelation John says this about Jesus:  “On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”   My Christian friends, when things get tough for us Christians; when evil claims to have all the wisdom and the wicked claim to have all the power, we must then remember that Jesus our Savior is the King of Kings.  Jesus holds our eternal destiny in His mighty hands – His hands that were nailed to the cross for us.
     In closing, I’d like you to listen to the words of a song by a Christian group known as “The 2nd Chapter of Acts.”  The title of this song is:  “Well, Haven’t You Heard?”  The words of this song are written on an insert in your bulletin, and these words are based on our second reading from Revelation chapter 19.
     As you listen to this beautiful and inspiring song, remember that Jesus is the King of Kings.  He reigns for you NOW, and He will come again for you in the FUTURE.  Your eternal destiny is in His loving hands.  So trust in Jesus and live for Him.  Here’s the song:  “Well, Haven’t You Heard?”
***************************************************************

(song Lyrics on next page)

Well, haven't you heard
That the time of man is closing
Well, can't you see
That the Son of God is coming
Christ is coming
In glory coming to reign
Christ is coming
In glory coming

On a white horse riding
Is He, incorruptible
He is called faithful and true
He rules in power
And wages war in righteousness
Holiness and justice and uprightness
His eyes blazing like fire
And on His head many kingly crowns
He is dressed in a robe of red
By dipped in blood
And He is called
The Word of God

Well, haven't you heard
The time of man is closing
Well, can't you see
That the Son of God is coming
Christ is coming
In glory coming to reign
Christ is coming
In glory coming
We'll crown Him King of kings
And Lord of lords
Forever and ever and ever

Well, haven't you heard
He's coming

