                                   11/15/09 Sermon:    “ The Final Day! ”
             ( Daniel 12:1-3;  1st Thessalonians 5:1-11;  Mark  13:32-37 )
     I thought everyone here today would like to know that the date for the end of the world has been determined.  In fact, a movie about the date for the end of the world opened in theaters this past Friday.  The movie title is “2012” and it is based on a prediction from a Mayan calendar which supposedly suggests that the end of the world will take place on December 21st, 2012.
     Do you know what this means?  If the Vikings don’t make to the Super Bowl this season, they have only 2 more chances before the end of the world!

     Seriously, the Mayan calendar I mentioned actually does NOT predict the end of the world.  Instead, December 21st of 2012 is the end of their long term calendar which is based on astronomy and the movements of the stars.  Their long term calendar will start over again on December 22nd, 2012.  The Mayans never said that their calendar predicted the end of the world.

     But why are so many people in an uproar about the world ending on December 21st, 2012?  The answer is that people have been trying to predict the end of the world for hundreds of years.  Guess what.  They’ve all been wrong!
     A man by the name of Edgar Whisenant once wrote a book which gave 88 reasons why Christ would return in 1988.  It didn’t happen.  So this guy’s next book gave reasons why Christ would return in 1989.  It didn’t happen.
     Raise your hand if you remember all the hysteria surrounding Y2K and the end of the world supposedly happing in the year 2000.  In case you haven’t noticed, it didn’t happen.

     Now, this does not mean the world will not end one day.  Scripture is very clear that Christ will return and there will be a Day of Judgment.  But remember what Jesus said in our Gospel reading for today?  “No one knows that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”
     Don’t you think it’s a bit arrogant and prideful of us to think that we can predict the end of the world when Jesus Himself admitted that even He didn’t know that date?

     But isn’t Jesus God?  Doesn’t He know everything?  Yes.  But this is one of the mysteries of Jesus being both God and Man at the same time.  As God, Jesus DOES know the date of the end of the world – along with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  But as a human on this earth, Jesus chose not to know that information.

     One reason Jesus may have chosen NOT to know that information is that He knew His disciples would continue to nag Him to give them details about the date of His return.  But Jesus didn’t want them to focus on times and dates.  Instead, Jesus wanted them and us to live each day in watchful faith.  Remember what Paul wrote in our second reading?  “Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.”

     You see, there are some things in life we simply can’t predict.  Allow me to mention 2 events whose time of occurrence you do not know.  First, you do not know the time of your DEATH.  Second, you do not know the time of CHRIST’S RETURN.

     In either case, whichever comes first – your death or Christ’s return – you must then stand before God and face His judgment.  This fact leads to a question:  “Are you ready for the Final Day?”  How would you answer that question?  The devil tempts us to respond to that question in sinful ways.  Let me give you 2 examples.
     One way we give a sinful answer to the question “Are you ready for the Final Day?” is by ignoring the question and denying the reality of sin, judgment and hell.  

     We live in a world where we are tempted to deny that certain desires, words or actions are still sins.  We want people to affirm our opinions and our choices.  

     We are also tempted to believe that God would never judge anyone nor would He ever send people to hell for their sin.  This lie tempts us to live as we please without fear of judgment or hell.  

     But if we live in this way the Apostle Paul says that destruction will come on us suddenly and we will not escape.  Paul says as much in our second reading:  “While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.”  In our Old Testament reading, Daniel writes that some will be resurrected only to face shame and everlasting contempt.  Therefore, we can choose to deny sin, judgment and hell - but that doesn’t change the fact that they are real!
     Now, a second way we are tempted to give a sinful answer to the question “Are you ready for the Final Day?” is by thinking we can make ourselves worthy of God’s salvation by avoiding sin and doing good works.

     Now, please understand! I’m not saying there’s anything wrong with avoiding sin and doing good works – as long as your motive is good.  But if you think you make yourself worthy of God’s love and mercy on the Final Day by avoiding sin and doing good works, then you have an evil motive and are guilty of trying to earn your salvation.  Such an attitude will result in one of two evil conditions.  
     In one case, if you trust in your works to make yourself ready for the Final Day, you may end up being a very arrogant person who boasts before God and thinks that you deserve His mercy.  But listen to what Jesus says at the end of Matthew chapter 7:       21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’  23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ “  The “will of the Father” is that we trust in Jesus alone for salvation.  But if we boast in our “good works”, we have no hope.
     However, in another case, if you trust in your works to make yourself ready for the Final Day, you may end up in complete despair because you are convinced that you are NOT worthy of God’s grace because of your many sins.  Instead of trusting in Christ you will live and die in fear and despair.   

     For example, back in 1999 my mother was talking with a co-worker about the news regarding the end of the world in the year 2000.  My mother said:  “If Jesus does return in 2000, won’t that be wonderful?”  Her co-worker said:  “No!  That would be horrible!”  My mother then asked:  “Why do you say that?”  Her co-worker responded:  “How does any of us know where we will spend eternity?”  My mother’s co-worker was living in fear of the Final Day.  She was living in despair.  

     Well, you’ve heard of sinful ways that we try to answer the question “Are you ready for the Final Day?”  But what is the GODLY answer to that question?  How CAN you be ready for the Final Day?  Listen to what Paul writes in our second reading:   “But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.  5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness.”
     Did you hear that?  You belong to the “light.”  In other words, you belong to Christ!  You see, we don’t make OURSELVES ready for Christ’s return.  The proper response to the question “Are you ready for the Final Day?” is that GOD makes you ready!  You are ready for His return because Jesus lived a perfect life for you and suffered God’s judgment for your sins.

     In other words, you are ready for Christ’s return because Christ has saved you.  This Good News moves us to “watch” for Jesus.  This Good News moves us to live each day in repentance and faith – confessing our sins to God and trusting in Jesus as our Savior.  Through your faith in Christ you are ALWAYS ready for the Final Day.  When Jesus says “Watch!” He is lovingly calling you to trust in Him always and long for His return.
     So, if Christ returns when you are at work – you are ready because Christ has saved you.  If Christ returns when you are eating supper – you are ready because Christ has saved you.  
     If Christ returns when you are asleep – you are ready because Christ has saved you.  If Christ returns when you are in Church – you are ready because Christ has saved you.

     But what if Christ returns when there is a sinful thought going through your mind?  What if Christ returns when you just spoke a hurtful word to your spouse, parent or child?  What if Christ returns when you are in the midst of a sinful action during a moment of weakness?

     Guess what.  There is never a time when we Christians are free from sin.  Because we still have a sinful nature we are always struggling with sinful thoughts, words and deeds.  If we would have to be sinless at the moment of Christ’s return, not one of us here would have any hope.

     That’s why you must remember that you ARE ready for Christ’s return because GOD has made you ready.  Because of Christ, your sins of past, present AND FUTURE are forgiven.  Because of Christ you are holy before God every moment of every day.  Being ready for Christ’s return is all about faith in Christ’s work for us!
     In our Gospel reading Jesus says:  “Be on guard!  Be alert! … What I say to you, I say to everyone:  ‘Watch!’”  What is Jesus teaching us?  3 things!  First, repent of your sins and trust in Jesus for mercy.  Second, rely on Jesus for the strength to live according to His will in this world.  Third, cling to Jesus for the hope of eternal life with God.

     Jesus is the one who forgives our sins and makes us holy before God.  Jesus is the one who helps us resist sin and submit to God’s will.  Jesus is the one who gives us eternal life in the Father’s love.  

     In closing, remember this:  You don’t know the time of your death.  You don’t know the time when Christ will return.  In either case, you must stand before God.  Are you ready for the Final Day?  Trust in Jesus, and you ARE ready!  
     Jesus has made you ready, and that means you can live in peace and you can sleep in peace.  Always remember these words of the Apostle Paul:  9 “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.     10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”  
Amen!
