“The Romans Roadmap!”

11/07/10 Sermon:  “The Righteous Will Live By Faith!”
 (Text:  Romans 1:1-17)

********************************************************************

     Last Sunday was significant for three reasons.  First, many children had fun going from house to house collecting candy.  Second, I concluded my sermon series on Hebrews chapter 11.  Third and finally, last Sunday – October 31st – many Lutherans around the world celebrated the Reformation.

     As many of you know, about 500 years ago God used a man named Martin Luther to correct many false teachings that had crept into the Christian Church over the years.  One of those errors was the idea that salvation from death and hell needed to be merited and earned by our good works.  Martin Luther was in bondage to this lie when he entered the monastery.
     No matter how many good works Luther did; no matter how much Luther denied himself and punished himself, he never had any peace.  One day he asked a fellow priest this question:  “How can I find a gracious God?”

     The Good News is that our gracious God found Luther!  God reached out to Luther through the words of Holy Scripture.  When Luther was reading the Book of Romans he came across this passage:  “For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith form first to last, just as it is written:  ‘The righteous will live by faith.’”
     You see, for many years Luther had read and studied the Bible – but he never understood it.  For example, when Luther read about “the righteousness of God” he assumed this meant that God was a righteous judge who would damn people if they had not done enough good things to be worthy of His mercy.  

     But when Luther read the Book of Romans he discovered that “the righteousness of God” refers to God’s desire to be merciful to sinners for Christ’s sake.  

     In other words, sinners can never do enough good works to be worthy of God’s mercy.  If salvation depended on us doing enough good works to be worthy of God’s mercy, we would all end up in hell because God requires perfect holiness – nothing less! 
Therefore, out of love for us unworthy sinners, God sent His Son into this world to live a perfectly holy life in our place and to die in the cross in our place of judgment.  The holiness and forgiveness that Christ won for us is a free gift that God gives to unworthy sinners.

     Of course, this free gift of salvation needs to be received.  If people deny their sin or trust their own works for salvation, they thereby reject Christ and remain under God’s wrath.  Therefore, the salvation of Christ must be received through faith.  

     As we learned in our previous sermon series from Hebrews chapter 11, faith means trust in God’s Word.  Those who trust God’s Word believe what He says about our sin and the damnation we deserve.  Those who trust God’s Word also believe that we sinners are forgiven and holy in God’s sight because of Jesus and all He has done for us.

     The Apostle Paul is teaching us this truth in Romans 1:17 where he quotes these words from the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk:  “The righteous will live by faith.”  You see, the “righteous” are not people who have done enough good things to be worthy of God’s mercy and love.  No!  The “righteous” are those who acknowledge their sin and the fact that they deserve God’s wrath, but then trust in Christ through whom they receive God’s free gifts of mercy and eternal life.

     Once Luther understood the truth of the Gospel, he was set free from his despair and unbelief.  In fact, Luther said that God used the Book of Romans to bring him to faith in Christ.  In addition, the Book of Romans is like a roadmap that helps us understand the entire Bible correctly.  
     You see, some people read the Bible but they come to it with the presupposition that we must do something to be worthy of God’s love – and they read the Bible accordingly.  As a result, they never truly understand what Scripture is trying to teach us.

     But once we understand that ALL of Scripture points us to Christ and God’s free gift of salvation that we have through faith in Him, then the Bible will come alive for us and its teaching will give us comfort, hope, wisdom and strength as we strive to live as God’s dearly loved people.

     With all that said, I want to point out that today I am starting a new sermon series on the Book of Romans titled:  “The Romans Roadmap!”  The Book of Romans covers most of the teachings of the Christian Faith.  Even more, the Book of Romans is like a roadmap that gives us directions on how to read the Scripture properly so that we don’t get lost and sidetracked by false teaching.  

     I’m really looking forward to preaching on the Book of Romans over the next few months.  You will be blessed as you learn about Christ and His Teaching from this wonderful book of Holy Scripture.  I encourage you to bring your Bibles to church so you can follow along during this sermon series.

     Today’s Scripture reading is Romans 1:1-17.  I don’t have time to examine this text in detail, and so I will sum up today’s reading by making the following basic points.

     First point:  Paul teaches that He was called by God to be an apostle.  Paul had been an unbeliever who thought he had done enough good things to be worthy of God’s love.  But then one day the risen Christ confronted Paul and his life changed.
     Second point:  God entrusted Paul with the Gospel that was promised in the Old Testament Scriptures.  The word Gospel means “Good News” and the Old Testament promises that God’s Son would come into this world to save sinners.  You will never properly understand the Old Testament unless you see how it points us to Jesus.

     Third point:  Jesus is fully human and fully God!  Jesus became human when He was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary who was a descendant of King David.  However, Jesus remained fully God – God in the flesh.  The Holy Spirit points us to Jesus’ resurrection as proof that He is God!

     Fourth point:  Jesus came into the world to save ALL sinners.  Paul said that he was chosen to be an apostle in order to “call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.”  You see, some wrongly believed that only the Jews who kept God’s Commandments would be saved.  But Scripture teaches that ALL people are saved through faith in Jesus ALONE – and that our good works are the RESULT of having faith in Jesus.

     Fifth point:  When Paul talks about “the obedience that comes from faith” he thereby makes a profound point!  Many wrongly thought that we could earn God’s love and mercy by our obedience.  But Paul teaches that true obedience comes from those who have faith in Jesus.  In other words, when people realize that we are freely forgiven for Christ’s our motive for obeying God’s will completely changes.  We no longer obey God’s Commandments because we are trying to earn His love and mercy.  Instead, we strive to obey God’s Commandments out of love for Jesus through whom we are completely forgiven and holy in God’s sight.    

Paul ends today’s reading with these words:  “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes…”  
     Did you hear that?  The Gospel is God’s power for salvation.  God worked through the Gospel to give you the gift of faith – and by God’s gift of faith you trust in Christ and receive all the gifts of salvation that He won for you.  Through faith in Jesus you get to live now and forever as God’s dearly loved child. 

     In fact, the Old Testament Scripture that Paul quoted from Habakkuk applies to you:  “The righteous will live by faith.” 

Amen!
