“Christ in You, the Hope of Glory!”  (Col. 1:27)
- Sermon series on the Book of Colossians –

10/30/11 Sermon #8 :  “God’s Loving Plan for Wives & Husbands!”
(Text:  Colossians 3:18-19)
(Other texts:  Genesis 2:18, 21-25; Malachi 2:10-15; Matthew 19:1-6; Ephesians 5:22-33 )

**********************************************************************

     Today we begin a section in the book of Colossians where the apostle Paul deals with various human relationships.  During this sermon we will focus on God’s loving plan for husbands and wives.  Next Sunday we will focus on God’s loving plan for parents and children.  Two weeks from now we will focus on God’s loving plan for employers and employees.  As we examine what The Book of Colossians and other sections of Scripture teach about God’s plan for these human relationships, we will be extremely blessed  - especially if we strive to put God’s loving plan for these relationships into practice!
     With that said, let’s hear today’s text one more time.  Colossians 3:18-19 reads:  “Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.”

     Now, that’s what you call short, sweet and to the point.  But what does Paul mean when Paul says that wives should submit to their husbands?  What does Paul mean when he says that husbands should love their wives and not be harsh with them?

     You must understand that the Colossian Christians were already familiar with Scripture’s teaching about marriage, and so Paul did not have to go into detail about it.  

     However, not many people today know what Scripture teaches about marriage.  So, when people today hear Paul say “Wives, submit to your husbands…” they assume that Paul was a male chauvinist pig!

     But Paul was NOT a male chauvinist pig.  In fact, as we hear what the rest of Scripture teaches about God’s loving plan for husbands and wives you will discover that God exalts women and He expects men to love their wives as Christ loves His “bride,” the Church!
     So, let’s begin “In the beginning…”  Genesis chapters 1 & 2 gives us information about God’s work of creation.  Genesis chapter 1 gives us the general description of God’s work of creation over the course of 6 normal days.  Genesis chapter 2 focuses on that last part of day 6 and gives us detailed information about God’s creation of the first humans – Adam and Eve.

     I would now like to refer you to our bulletin where you can find the reading from Genesis chapter two.  Please following along as I make comments about this text.

     First, note that God says that it was NOT good that the man was alone.  Therefore, God made Adam the perfect companion.  When Adam first saw Eve, he said:  “WO!!!  Man!!!”  Seriously.  When God gave Eve to Adam, He created marriage.  Marriage is meant to be the closest of all human relationships – more intimate than parent/child, brother/sister or the best of friends.  That is why God reserves sexual activity for marriage and marriage alone.  
     In fact, in Genesis 2:24 we get an outline for God’s plan for sexuality and how it fits into our lives.  God refers to sex when He talks about a man and a woman becoming “one flesh” – but note what must take place BEFORE sex ever happens.

     First, God mentions a MAN.  In other words, before you can even think about marriage you need to be an adult.  But what does it mean to be an adult?  

      Well, the second thing God mentions is that a man LEAVES his father and mother.  In other words, the biblical definition of “adult” is independence.  So, if you still live with your mother and father and they are still buying your school lunch, you shouldn’t even be thinking about marriage – and this means you shouldn’t even be thinking about dating, because the point of dating is to find out if a person would be a good marriage partner. 
     Third, God then says that this independent man is “united to his wife.”  What does this mean?  MARRIAGE!  Please note that sex hasn’t even been mentioned yet!  Why not?  Because sex is meant to be an expression of the unconditional love that is based on the commitment a man and woman make to each other during their wedding ceremony.  Without that marriage commitment, sex has no meaning and it is sin.  However, once a man and woman make the marriage commitment before God and others, they are then free to celebrate their marriage vows.

     Now, the special way that God created for a husband and wife to celebrate their marriage vow is that they can become “one flesh” – and this refers to God’s gift of sex.

     Now do you understand why sex outside of the commitment of marriage is sin?  Sex is not meant to be mere entertainment.  Nor is sex allowed simply because a man and a woman have “feelings of love” for each other.  Love without the commitment of marriage is not true love.  

     Instead, sex is meant to be an expression of the unconditional, sacrificial love expressed by the marriage vow.  That’s why God reserves sex for 1 man and 1 woman who have committed themselves to each other in marriage.  Only in this context is sex holy and good.  Outside of the context of marriage, sex is sin because it distorts God’s original plan for this precious gift.

      Thanks be to God!  His Son died for ALL our sins – including our sexual sins of desire and deed.  You can come to God with the guilt of your sexual sin and know that you are forgiven and holy in His sight because of Jesus’ sacrifice for you.  God then wants you to follow His loving plan for your sexuality – which is meant to take place within God’s precious gift of marriage.

      With that said, let’s look at our other reading from Malachi chapter 2.  This deals with a time in history several thousand years after creation.  God’s people, Israel, had recently returned to the promised land after 70 years of exile in Babylon.  Sadly, some of them quickly reverted back to the sinful ways of their ancestors.

       Malachi condemns the men of Israel because they begin to worship false gods.  Once they made this compromise, they continued to sin.  The idolatrous men of Israel lusted after the pagan women in the nations around them.  So they divorced their believing wives and married women who worshipped false gods.

       Of course, God was overcome with grief and anger.  God then explains how divorce destroys God’s plan for marriage.  And what is that plan?  Listen:  “Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth”
     Did you hear that?  First, when a man and woman are married God joins them together for life.  Sadly, divorce rips apart what God joined together.  Second, another reason God makes a husband and wife “one” is that He wants them to produce godly offspring.  Simply put, when a Christian man marries a Christian woman they usually end up having children and then raising them as Christians.  This pleases the Lord!  But divorce messes up this plan big time.

     With that understood, allow me to stress that divorce is not the unforgivable sin.  In fact, sometimes people don’t choose a divorce.  Sometimes only one in the marriage wants to leave, and then what is the other to do?  Or sometimes a person needs to end a marriage because his or her spouse is unfaithful or deserts the marriage with other sinful behavior.  Then again, sometimes divorce takes place for no good reason at all.

     The fact is that many Christians have experienced the sin of divorce, and it is very painful – almost like a death.  People who have experienced divorce need to know that they can come to God with their sin and pain and know that He is there to forgive them and heal them.  But then, if God gives them another chance at marriage, He wants them to learn from His Word about His loving plan for marriage and do it His way.

     This takes us to Jesus’ words in our reading from Matthew chapter 19.  Some unbelieving Jews asked Jesus what reasons a man could have for divorcing his wife.  Jesus responds by stressing that they were asking the wrong question.  In other words, rather than looking for reasons to get a divorce we should be asking God to help us keep our marriages together.
      Jesus Himself said:  “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’  5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’?  6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” 
     Now, this doesn’t mean there aren’t situations when a divorce is necessary – especially when a spouse refuses to repent of his or her sinful behavior that is destroying the marriage.  Jesus’ point is simply that divorce is not a good thing, and it causes great pain when it does happen because it rips apart what God joined together.  That’s why it’s best for a husband and wife to reconcile and avoid divorce if at all possible.

     This takes us to our reading from Ephesians chapter 5 – which shows us how marriages can stay together according to God’s plan.  But once again Paul sounds like a male chauvinist pig when he says:  “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.”   What are we to make of this?

     First, we must understand that Paul assumes that both the husband and wife are Christians who desire to follow God’s plan for marriage.  That’s why Scripture teaches that Christians should marry only other Christians.  As parents, we must teach our children that the number one thing they must look for in a marriage partner is that he or she is a sincere Christian.

     Second, when Paul says that wives should submit to their Christian husbands “as to the Lord” he makes a very important point.  Christian women of Concordia Lutheran!  I ask you:  How do you see the Lord Jesus?  Is He a self-centered dictator who bosses you around and abuses you?  Or is Jesus your loving Savior who died for you and has your best interests in mind?  Of course, you view Jesus as the latter.  

     Well, that’s what Paul means when he tells Christian wives to submit to their Christian husbands “as to the Lord.”  In other words, wives should view their husbands as their loving servants who are willing to die for them.  In other words, God wants wives to submit to their husbands’ godly leadership and willingly receive their love.
     That’s what Paul means when he says that husbands are the “heads” of their wives just as Christ is the “head” of the Church.  To be the “head” of someone in God’s Kingdom is to be their servant.  So, when Paul tells wives “to submit to their husbands in everything” he means that wives should support their husbands’ godly leadership in any way they can.

     That’s why Paul goes on to say this about us husbands:  “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her.”  Obviously, God does not want wives to submit to sinful behavior from their husbands.  Instead, God calls men to love their wives as Christ loves the Church, and, in turn, wives are to receive this love from their husbands - and then encourage their husbands’ godly leadership by respecting them for it. 

     You see, just as women need love, men need respect.  So men, strive to love your wives as Christ loves the Church.  Women, show respect for your husbands, because God has wired men to respond positively to respect.  
     When a wife is critical of her husband and puts him down, this destroys his spirit.  A wife needs to encourage her husband and honor him.  In the same way, when a husband fails to show tender love and attention toward his wife, this destroys her spirit.  A husband needs to spend time with his wife and build a relationship with her.  Simply put, when we follow God’s plan of “love and respect” in marriage, we will be blessed.

     Well, now that we’ve examined what Holy Scripture teaches about God’s loving plan for marriage, we’re ready to hear again what Paul says to husbands and wives in Colossians chapter 3.  Listen:  ““Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.”
     Now that we’ve learned about God’s loving plan for marriage from the rest of Scripture we can understand what Paul is saying to us in this short and sweet statement to husbands and wives.  Simply put, wives should joyfully submit to their husbands’ godly leadership; husbands should love their wives as Christ loves the Church.  This is God’s loving plan for husbands and wives.
     If only we would follow God’s plan for marriage perfectly.  But we don’t.  Andrea and I have a wonderful marriage, but we’d be lying to you if we said that our marriage is perfect.  We are sinners, and we sin against each other.  

     But as Christians, God moves us to repent of our sin in marriage.  We then trust in Christ for forgiveness and we then forgive each other and begin anew.

     In fact, the key to a good Christian marriage is daily repentance and daily forgiveness.  Don’t go to bed angry.  If you sin against each other, deal with it as soon as possible.  Confess your sin, ask for forgiveness, give forgiveness and begin anew.  You might have to do this every day – several times a day.

     However, every time to you repent of sin in your marriage and ask your spouse to forgive you, that’s like throwing away a brick that could have been placed on top of another brick that could have eventually become a wall separating both of you.

     Don’t let the bricks of sin build a wall in your marriage.  Throw away those bricks before they ever become walls.  Daily repent of the sin in your marriage.  Trust in God’s forgiveness in Christ and forgive each other.  Follow God’s loving plan for your marriage, and you will be blessed – and your love for each other will grow and flourish.

     Marriage is a wonderful gift from God.  In fact, Scripture teaches that earthly marriage is simply a reflection of the ultimate marriage – the marriage that exists between Christ, and His Bride, the Church.  When Christ saved you He joined you together with God, and nothing in all creation can separate you from God’s love.  He is unconditionally committed to you.  He will never leave you or forsake you.  He will always be faithful to you.

Amen!
