                             10/16/05 Sermon:    “ God Does It All FOR YOU !”

                         ( Texts:   Isaiah 44:24-45:7; Romans 9:14-18, 25-29; Matthew 11:20-24 )

**************************************************************************************
           During the time our nation was founded in the late 1700’s, there were various opinions about God just as there are various opinions about God today.  One of the popular opinions about God in the late 1700’s was the view known as “Deism”.  In fact, our 3rd President, Thomas Jefferson, was a Deist.
     What do Deists believe?  Many Deists believe there is a God who created the universe, but they believe that this God has long since left this universe alone to change and develop all by itself.  
     Deists say there is a God, but many will stress that this God does not reveal His will to us in a special way nor is He involved in the events of our world.  Therefore, nature functions independently of God and we humans are free to direct our own affairs – for better or for worse.
     This view of God is still popular among some today.  In fact, even we Christians may be tempted to think and live as though we were Deists.  So, when there is an earthquake or a hurricane or a flood we are tempted to say it was caused by “mother nature” as though nature functions on its own and God is not involved in such events.

     We may also be tempted to think that we humans are free to make our own reality.  We don’t think of God as being involved in the details of our life, and so we tend to think that we can shape our own destiny.  We make our plans and we dream our dreams and we strive for our goals, and we don’t consider God’s will.

     Now we know why Deism is such a tempting idea for us.  We sinners want to run the show.  We want to be in control of our lives.  But this is arrogant foolishness.

     For example, in the past century especially we have tried to control the forces of nature with our technology.  But the recent natural disasters show us how little control we actually have over the environment.

     In addition, we want to live in such a way that God won’t challenge our plans.  We want God to bless our plans, but we don’t want Him to change our plans or keep us from fulfilling our dreams and desires.  But this is sinful foolishness!

     Not only is nature always going to be beyond our control.  The fact is, nature doesn’t function on its own.  Contrary to what the Deists say, nature functions according to God’s will.  

     In our first reading from Isaiah God says:  “I am the Lord…who stretched out the heavens, and spread out the earth…and…says to the watery deep, ‘Be dry, and I will dry up your streams,’…I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the Lord, do all these things.”

     We can do our best to protect ourselves from nature, but in the end we better trust in the God who created nature and is still very much involved with His Creation. 
     Therefore, when we make our plans in life we are very foolish if we don’t pray “Thy will be done.”  Listen to this section of Scripture from James:  “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’  Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.  What is your life?  You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.  Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’  As it is, you boast and brag.  All such boasting is evil.”

     We are Christians, but sometimes we are guilty of thinking and living like Deists.  This is sinful boasting.  We have sinned against God – the Lord who creates darkness and disaster.  Contrary to sinful Deistic thinking, God is VERY MUCH involved in this world and He can crush us at any time.  During the days of Moses the Pharaoh in Egypt had to learn this fact the hard way.

     We sinners have every reason to fear God if we’ve been ignoring Him or trying to control Him.  Think about it.  We’re often guilty of putting God into a box called “Sunday morning” where we leave Him behind so we can live the rest of our lives without Him.  However, when we need Him, then we treat God like a genie in a lamp and expect Him to grant us our wishes.  This is a great sin!

     The God who does all things has every right to damn us.  But this same God gives us a message of mercy this morning.  Listen again to the first verse of our Old Testament reading:  “This is what the Lord says – your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb…”

Did you hear that?  The Almighty Creator is also your Redeemer.

     Even though God doesn’t have to save anyone, He has revealed to us a wonderful Gospel.  God has freely chosen to have mercy on all sinners.  But this same God also allows us to reject His mercy.  Sadly, many do reject God.  But just because we reject God doesn’t mean we’re then in control.
     In our reading from Isaiah we heard about King Cyrus – a pagan king who did not believe in the Lord.  Cyrus thought he was in control, but the Lord used Cyrus to serve His own purposes.  God actually used king Cyrus to bless the people of Israel.

     God says this of Cryus:  “For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me.”  Simply put, God used a pagan king to bring blessing to His people, Israel.

     What do we learn from this?  The unbelievers of this world think they’re in control.  But they’re not.  Even though they reject God’s grace, God still guides their lives and they can do nothing apart from His will.  

     If God wants the unbelievers of this world to bless us Christians, they will bless us.  If God wants them to persecute us Christians, they will persecute us – but even then we must remember that God works in all things for the good of those who believe in Him.  That’s why we must repent and cling to Christ when we are guilty of thinking and living like unbelievers.

     My friends, God is your Redeemer.  He sent His Son to save you.  God doesn’t want you to end up like the people of Sodom that Jesus mentioned in our Gospel reading.  They rejected God and they were judged.

     Jesus wants you to repent and live, and that’s why you’re here today.  God has called you here.  You being here today is no coincidence.  God wanted you to hear His Word, so listen again to this part of our reading from Romans where Paul quotes these words of God from Isaiah:  “Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have been like Sodom…”  God has been merciful to you.  You are His descendants.  Don’t take that gift for granted.

     God has saved you.  He is your Redeemer.  God does it all – and He does it all FOR YOU.  He formed you in the womb.  Your life is not an accident nor are you the master of your own destiny.  God has a plan for you, and that plan is to love you for all eternity.  God sent His Son to the cross for you to make that plan possible.

     The Deists are wrong.  God is still very much involved in our world – even to the point of taking on human flesh and hanging on a cross.  Jesus died there for all your sins – even your sins of Deistic thinking and living.  Therefore, you can know and believe that the God who does all things does them FOR YOU.  Amen!

