“The Hall of Faith!  Old Testament Witnesses for Christ!”

10/10/10 Sermon:  “Moses Witnesses for Christ!”
 (Text:  Hebrews  11:23-28)

********************************************************************

     Please raise your hand if you’ve ever seen the classic movie The Ten Commandments starring Charleton Heston as Moses.  If you have NOT seen this move, I encourage you to rent the DVD and watch it with your family.  Of course, the movie doesn’t give you all the details of the biblical story of the Exodus.  Also, in a few cases Hollywood added some scenes not found in the Bible – and they did this for dramatic effect.  Nevertheless, it’s still a good movie.

     However, even better than watching the movie, I strongly encourage you to read the Book of Exodus if you have not done so already.  If you have read it, read it again.  

     The Book of Exodus talks about the birth of Moses and how God worked through him to rescue His people from slavery in Egypt.  As most of you know, Exodus is the second book of the Bible, just after Genesis.  The book of Genesis ends with these words:  “Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die.  But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.’  And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, ‘God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.’  So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten.  And after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.”
     If you were here for last Sunday’s sermon, you will remember that Joseph was the great-grandson of Abraham.  Now we heard about Abraham two Sundays ago, and how God called Abraham out of a world of unbelievers and promised Abraham two things:  1)  His descendants would eventually live in the Promised Land where they would be free to worship the One, True God and live to His glory.  2)  God also promised that all nations would be blessed through Abraham.  In other words, one of Abraham’s descendants would be the Savior of the entire world – the Savior God promised all the way back in Genesis chapter 3 after Adam and Eve sinned against God.

     Now, Abraham passed on these promises of God to his son Isaac, and Isaac passed on these promises of God to his son Jacob, and Jacob passed on these promises of God to his 12 sons – one them being Joseph.  That’s why Joseph said:  “…God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jaocb.”
     Did you hear that?  Joseph said:  “…God will surely come to your aid…”  Why would God need to come to their aid?  God had informed their great-grandfather, Abraham, that his descendants would be slaves in Egypt for 400 years BEFORE they would enter the promised land.  

     Listen to what God said to Abraham as recorded in Genesis chapter 15:  “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years.  But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.”
     Isn’t that interesting!  Abraham passed on these words of God to his son Isaac, who passed them on to his son Jacob, who passed them on to his twelve sons – one of them being Joseph, who told his brothers to take his bones to the Promised Land when God delivered them from Eygpt.

     However, don’t miss this!  Joseph’s brothers would be long dead and buried before God would deliver them from Egypt because God said that Abraham’s descendants would be slaves there for 400 years!  Do you know what that means?  Joseph’s brothers would need to pass on Joseph’s request to their children, and their children to their children, and their children to their children, and so on for 400 years!

     What do we learn from this?  We need to pass on God’s Word to our children so they can pass on God’s Word to their children, and so on.  How long does it take to get from a generation of believers to a generation of unbelievers?  ONE generation!  That’s why parents need to make the spiritual nurture of their children the top priority in their lives.

     Listen to these words of God from the Old Testament Book of Deuteronomy:  “Love the Lord you God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These teachings that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
     Now, please note what God did NOT say.  He did NOT say:  “Parents, drop your children off for Sunday School and then go out for coffee.”  God did NOT say:  “Parents, drop your children off at church for 1 hour of Confirmation instruction by the pastor so you don’t have to worry about ever teaching them yourselves.”

     I’ve mentioned this before, but I’ll say it again.  Martin Luther did NOT write his Small Catechism for the pastor to use at church.  Now, I DO use Luther’s Catechism here at Concordia during Confirmation when our youth AND THEIR PARENTS meet here to learn God’s Word together.

     But we must remember that the main reason Luther wrote his Small Catechism was so that parents could used it in the home to teach their children God’s Word.  You might remember what it says in the Small Catechism at the beginning of each section:  “As the head of the family should teach God’s Word in a simple way.”

     Now, who’s the “head” of the family?  According to God’s Word, the father and husband is the “head” of the family.  Now, by “head” the Bible does NOT mean dictator.  Instead, by “head” the Bible means “spiritual leader and servant.”

      Listen to what Paul writes to husbands in Ephesians chapter 5:  “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…”  Also, listen to what Paul says to fathers just a few verses later:  “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”

      Now, what does Paul mean when he says that fathers should not “exasperate” their children?  Simply put, it means that we father’s should not raise our children as unbelievers by failing to teach them God’s Word because unbelievers do not have God in their lives and those who do not have God in their lives can never have true peace in this world.  Instead, we fathers are to raise our children in the knowledge of God’s Word tell them how much He loves them by pointing them to Jesus.

      Women, please understand.  I’m not saying that mothers don’t play an important role in the spiritual nurture of children – they certainly do!  In fact, in some cases it is the mothers who take the lead in raising the children in the Faith because fathers are too spiritually apathetic or too lazy to do the job.

      Simply put, Scripture is NOT teaching that mothers can’t teach God’s Word to their children.  Instead, Scripture is teaching that the PRIMARY responsibility for teaching children God’s Word lies with fathers!

     Men, I know I’m really challenging you this morning.  In fact, I realize the men who really need to hear what I’m saying are probably not even here.  So, women, I give you permission to give a copy of today’s sermon to the men who are not here.

     Having said that, men, I know that life can be overwhelming.  We men work hard trying to provide for our families.  There are many things that stress us out.  But we have to remember that God loves us and He forgives us for all the times we have failed to be spiritual leaders.  God will help us to be the spiritual leaders that He wants us to be.  We simply must humble ourselves and acknowledge that we need Jesus – and the love of Jesus will help us to serve others just as He loves and serves us.
     With all that said, we’re now ready to learn about Moses’ witness for Christ – which is found in the Book of Exodus.  That word “exodus” comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament.  The word “exodus” is made from two Greek words:  ex which means “out” and odus which means “way” or “road.”  So, exodus means “the way out” or “the road out.”  The Book of Exodus is about God leading His people out of Egypt – and the way out was through the desert.
     But how did God’s people end up being slaves in the first place?  Listen to this passage from Exodus chapter 1:  “Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them.  Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt.  He said, ‘Look, the Israelites have become much too numerous for us.  Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.’  So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor.”  Now you know how the descendants of Abraham ended up as slaves in Egypt.

     However, 400 years later the Israelites were even more numerous.  Even though the Israelites were slaves, the Pharaoh in Egypt was worried about a slave rebellion.  So, Pharaoh gave an order to have all the baby Israelite boys killed as soon as they were born.

     One day an Israelite boy was born – a boy who would later be called “Moses.”  Why did he live?  The reason is that his family decided to put him in a basket on the Nile River and trust that God would somehow protect him.  You know the rest of the story.  
     Pharaoh’s daughter finds the Israelite baby boy.  She then begs her father, the Pharaoh:  “Daddy, can I keep him?  PLEASE!  He’s so cute.”  The Pharaoh couldn’t say no to his daughter, so she kept the baby boy and raised him as her own son.  She named the baby boy “Moses” – which is based on a Hebrew verb that means “to draw out.”  You see, the baby boy was “drawn out” of the water, and so Pharaoh’s daughter called him “Moses.”

     Now, Moses was raised in Pharaoh’s household, and like his ancestor Joseph, he had great power in Egypt.  But all that changed when Moses killed an Egyptian who was whipping a fellow Israelite.  Moses decided to associate with God’s people instead of the Egyptians, because Moses trusted God’s promises which he had heard about from his family – whom he visited from time to time.

     Just think of it!  Moses could have sided with the Egyptians and worshipped their false gods.  Moses could have been Pharaoh one day.  But Moses gave up all that power and all that money in order to follow Christ.  As we heard in today’s reading from Hebrews chapter 11:  “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.  He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.”

     What an awesome witness for Christ!  As WE focus on Jesus and the undeserved reward of forgiveness and eternal life He gives us by sheer grace we will also be given the desire and courage to be witnesses for Jesus in OUR culture – even if it means turning away from sinful pleasure; even if it means being persecuted because of our faith in Jesus.
     Moses left Egypt because he knew if he stayed he would be killed.  But many years later God appeared to Moses in the burning bush.  God told Moses that He would use him to lead His people out of Egypt, through the way of the desert, to the entrance of the Promised Land.

     However, as you know, Pharaoh didn’t want to let God’s people go.  So God sent plagues upon Egypt – and the 10th and final plague did the trick.  The 10th and final plague was the death of every first born male child in the land of Egypt.

     But God protected His people from this final plague with the ritual known as the Passover.  God said:  “Take a male lamb without defect.  Kill it.  Smear its blood on the doorframes of your homes.  When the angel of death sees the blood of the lamb, he will pass over your home.”

     As you know, the Passover – the blood of the lamb – is a picture of Jesus.  Jesus was killed and He shed His Blood for us.  If we trust in Jesus as Moses did, then God’s judgment will pass over us as well.  Through Jesus’ loving sacrifice your sins are forgiven!  Through Jesus’ resurrection you have the hope of the resurrection and eternal life in the Promised Land – the New Creation Jesus will create for you on the Final Day when He returns to lead you out of this fallen world into His eternal kingdom of love and peace.  Amen!
Amen!
