8 part Sermon Series:   “To Live is Christ!”  (The Book of Philippians)
10/05/08 #5 Sermon:  “When Loss is GAIN!”

(Text:  Philippians 3:1-11)

************************************************************************

     This past month of September was not a high point for the American economy.  The stock market suffered some huge losses and some people lost a lot of money.  Last month will also be remembered for its destructive hurricanes.  Many people hit by those hurricanes suffered great loss.
     I could talk all day giving you examples of people who have lost many things that they had worked hard to gain over the years.  Maybe you have suffered great loss in your own life – loss of income, loss of health, loss of respect, loss of a relationship or the loss of a loved one who died.

     However, in today’s reading from Philippians chapter 3 we’re going learn about a particular kind of loss that actually results in GAIN.  In fact, as I was reading these words of Paul to you earlier I could not help but think of these words of Jesus from John chapter 12:  “The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”  
     Now, what does Jesus mean?  How do these words of Jesus apply to you and me?  Well, the Apostle Paul speaks for Jesus in our reading for today.  So, let’s examine this text and receive wisdom from God.

     Paul begins with these words:  “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord!  It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.”  Now, that word “Finally” means that Paul is going on to a new section in his letter.  

     After that, Paul tells us to “rejoice in the Lord.”  Simply put, we should find joy in God and all that He teaches us rather than trying to find joy in false teachings that appeal to our sinful nature.  

     We need to hear this!  Let’s face it.  So often we try to find joy in sinful ways of thinking and living.  These evil things might give us pleasure for a brief period, but they leave us empty and wounded.  Worse yet, these evils keep us from living for Jesus.  

     Paul then stresses that it is no trouble for him to write about these things again.  Apparently he had taught the same things to the Philippians on other occasions – either in person or by other letters.  

    Now, why would Paul address issues that he had already dealt with previously?  Paul says:  “…it is a safeguard for you.”  Let’s face it.  We need to hear the same Truth of God over and over again because 1) we tend to forget about it and 2) the devil is constantly trying to distract us and confuse us with his lies.
    This helps us understand why regular attendance at Church and Bible Class as well as personal Scripture reading and prayer are so important.  We need to meditate on the same Truths of God’s word over and over again because those same Truths of God’s Word will keep us secure in our salvation.  
     This reminds me of what the Apostle Peter wrote in his 2nd letter.  Listen:  “So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.  I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live…”

     With that understood, let’s examine the next section of today’s reading - Philippians chapter 3:2-6.  In this section Paul warns the Philippians about a particular group of false teachers known as the “Judaizers.”  

     So, what did the “Judaizers” teach?  Simply put, they were Jewish people who believed that Jesus was the Savior.  However, they insisted that the salvation that Jesus gives us has to be earned by perfect obedience to God’s Laws – including all the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament.
     At this point allow me to make some important clarifications.  First, God DOES want us to obey His laws.  However, we do NOT earn salvation from God by our obedience.  Instead, true obedience flows from the salvation that God freely gives us.  In other words, true Christians obey God because they are ALREADY saved and not because they are trying to earn God’s salvation.

     In addition, I need to make another point.  There are some laws from the Old Testament that God still wants us to obey.  The 10 Commandments fall into this category.  However, there were other laws in the Old Testament that were given only to the people of Israel and only for a temporary period of time.

     One example of such a temporary law given only to the people of Israel was the ritual of circumcision.  Simply put, God instituted the rite of circumcision when He called Abraham to faith in Him and told Abraham that through his seed all peoples of the world would be blessed.  From that point on God wanted all male descendants of Abraham to undergo the rite of circumcision as a physical sign that the promised Savior of the world would come through their family line.  In other words, circumcision was meant to be a Gospel sign that pointed people to Jesus.

     However, over the years God’s people developed wrong ideas about God’s laws.  They forget that salvation is a free and undeserved gift of God’s grace.  Instead, they began to teach that we can earn God’s love by our obedience of his laws.  
     Now, this was the evil error that was being taught by the Judaizers in Paul’s day.  They were teaching that being circumcised was one of many acts of obedience that one had to perform in order to be worthy of God’s mercy.  Since most Gentile men in Paul’s day had never been circumcised, the Judaizers insisted that they had to be circumcised before they could be saved.  
     Obviously, the Judaizers were terribly wrong!  Why?  The reason is that circumcision was never meant to be a work righteous act that earned salvation.  Instead, circumcision was meant to be an outward sign that the Savior of the world would come from Abraham’s family line.  But the Judaizers did not see things this way, and they were deceiving many people with their false teaching.

     With all that understood, Paul now stresses that the Philippian Christians – many of whom were uncircumcised Gentile men – should not consider giving in to the Judaizers for a second.  You see, they were teaching salvation by works but the truth is that we are saved by God’s grace alone through Jesus.  That’s why Paul wrote these words:  “For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh.”

     Simply put, Paul was saying the Judaizers were teaching people to trust in their own works for salvation.  But the Holy Spirit moves us to trust in Christ alone for salvation.  

     If fact, Paul goes on to say that if anyone had a reason to boast about being worthy of God’s mercy it was Paul himself!  Before Paul was a Christian he was well known as one of the most admired Pharisees of that time.  Paul came from an impressive Hebrew family and Paul followed every minute aspect of Jewish law.  As Paul said about himself:  “…as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.”  Simply put, Paul had it made!

     But then one day Paul lost it all.  One day Paul lost everything that he had worked so hard to gain.  One day Paul lost everything that he thought was the foundation of his salvation before God.  What happened that brought such huge loss into Paul’s life?  Paul came to faith in Jesus!

     In Philippians 3:7-9 Paul says that his loss was actually GAIN!  Paul writes:  “I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ…”
     One day when Paul was traveling to persecute some more Christians, he was confronted by the risen Jesus Himself.  Paul lost everything that day.  What I mean to say is that Paul lost faith in himself and his attempts to earn God’s mercy.       
     After Jesus showed Paul his sin He then used a man named Ananias to tell Paul that his many sins were forgiven because of Jesus and His death and resurrection for us.  Paul then received the spiritual circumcision that only Jesus can give.  I’m talking about Holy Baptism which Jesus uses to wash our sins away and give us new life as His children.  Listen to what Paul writes about this in Colossians chapter 2:  “In [Jesus] we were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.”
     There you have it!  Paul’s loss was actually GAIN!  As Paul said:  “…not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ – the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.”  Simply put, the salvation Paul could never have achieved by His own efforts was given to Him through faith in Jesus and His righteous work for us.
     Finally, in Philippians 3:10-11, Paul describes how his new heart of faith constantly longs for Christ and all the gifts He freely gives us.  He gives us forgiveness of sin.  He gives us love.  He gives us the hope of the resurrection of the body and eternal life.  And as we learned in our second sermon in this series, Jesus also gives us the honor of suffering for Him.  During such times of God-ordained suffering Jesus will strengthen our faith in Him and give us an opportunity to witness to others about the hope we have in Jesus.

     So, how does all this apply to you?  Simply put, God wants you to know that there is a kind of loss that results in GAIN!  God wants you to lose the confidence that you place in the things of this world to give you joy and peace.  God wants you to lose the confidence you have in your own miserable efforts to impress Him and earn His blessings.  God wants you to lose that evil way of thinking and find eternal GAIN through faith in Jesus and all He has done for you.

     Maybe you have suffered some terrible losses in this life.  Maybe you’re hurting right now.  Then remember that there’s a kind of loss that guarantees certain GAIN!  In the midst of your earthly loss cling to Jesus and know that you have gained everything that matters in Him.  No loss in this life can take away the forgiveness, love and eternal life that Jesus has given you.  Living for Christ is nothing but GAIN!  Amen!
