“Christ in You, the Hope of Glory!”  (Col. 1:27)
- Sermon series on the Book of Colossians –

10/02/11 Sermon #4 :  “Baptism:  The ‘Circumcision’ Done by Christ!”
(Text:  Colossians 2:6-15)

**********************************************************************

     Today’s sermon is #4 in my sermon series on the book of Colossians, and our text for today – which I read earlier – is Colossians 2:6-15.
     Our reading begins with these words of Paul:  “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”  

     Here we clearly see that once the Holy Spirit saves us by giving us repentance and faith in Christ as our Savior, our faith in Christ then needs to be strengthened on a regular basis - and this happens as we hear, read and study God’s Word.  As Paul writes in Colossians chapter 3:  “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…”

     But what happens if our faith in Christ is NOT strengthened by the regular hearing, reading and study of God’s Word?  Our faith will then begin to grow weak and we will become susceptible to the lies of the devil which come at us from all directions in the form of various types of false teaching.  This is why Paul goes on to write these words:  “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”
     The Christians who lived in Paul’s day were surrounded by many false, man-made religions.  They were constantly exposed to false teachings that tempted them to doubt their need for Christ and the salvation that only He can give us.  

     Sound familiar?  Things haven’t changed much in 2000 years.  In fact, things are even worse today because now modern technology makes it possible for false teaching to bombard us in the newspaper, on T.V., in the movie theater, on the internet and the list goes on.

     Various false teachings today deny that God created the world and all life.  Various false teachings today deny that Jesus is God.  Various false teachings today deny that Jesus died for our sins.  Various false teachings today deny that the Bible is God’s Word.  Various false teachings today affirm what God clearly condemns as sin.  Various false teachings today condemn what God clearly affirms as good.
     My friends, the devil comes at us with a million different lies – trying to convince us that Jesus can’t give us what we really need and that we will miss out on something good if we trust God’s Word.

     Therefore, Paul says the following to us:  “…in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.”
     Here Paul reminds us that Jesus is God in human flesh and that He is all we need.  Jesus created us.  Jesus provides for our earthly needs.  Most of all, Jesus rescued us from sin, death and hell – and He gives us His Word, Holy Scripture, which gives us all we need to know about who God is, where we’re from, why we’re here and where we’re going.  We have everything we need in Jesus.
    With that understood, Paul then goes on to talk about one of the instruments Christ uses to give you His gifts of forgiveness and new life.  You see, Jesus’ accomplished our salvation by His life, death and resurrection.  However, that salvation needs to be delivered to us PERSONALLY.

     So, how do we sinners PERSONALLY receive the salvation that Jesus won for us by His life, death and resurrection?  The answer is God’s instruments of grace.  God uses Baptism, the preaching and teaching of His Word, and the Lord’s Supper to deliver to us personally the salvation that Jesus won for us.

     With that understood, we’re now ready examine the part of today’s reading where Paul talks about God’s gift of Baptism, which Paul says is the circumcision done by Christ.  Listen to Paul’s words again:  “In [Christ] you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.”
     Now, what does Paul mean when he says that Christ has “circumcised” us?  Well, most of us here know what physical circumcision is – and so I don’t have to explain the details.  If you DON’T know what physical circumcision is, you can ask your parents or do a search on Wikipedia.  
     Simply put, if you read the Old Testament you will find that God commanded His people, Israel, to circumcise all male babies on the 8th day after their birth.  Why?  This was a reminder to all Israel that the promised Savior of all nations would come into the world through the nation of Israel.  
     So, the outward sign of circumcision – performed by the hands of men on baby boys in Israel 8 days after their birth – this sign of circumcision pointed them ahead to the birth of the promised Savior who would crush the power of the devil and rescue us from sin, death and hell.

     Now, once Jesus was born and then later finished His work of salvation, the purpose of circumcision ceased to exist.  That’s why God no longer expects Jewish Christians to circumcise their baby boys because the promised Savior has already been born and has finished His work of salvation.

     With all that understood, in today’s reading Paul compares and contrasts physical circumcision done by the hands of men with the SPIRITUAL circumcision done by Christ in the waters of Holy Baptism.

     So, how are physical circumcision and Baptism DIFFERENT?  In two ways.  

     First, physical circumcision was the work of humans but Baptism is the work of Christ.  Oh sure, pastors pour the water and speak the words “I Baptize you in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” – but we are merely God’s instruments.  The person who actually does the work of baptism is Christ Himself!

     The second way physical circumcision and Baptism are different is that physical circumcision was merely an outward sign but Baptism is used by God to humble our sinful nature and give us faith in Christ.  As Paul said:  “In Christ you were also circumcised … having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith on the power of God…”  

     There you have it!  God uses baptism to bury our sinful nature and create faith in our hearts so that we trust in Christ and receive the forgiveness He gives us in Baptism.  
     As Paul says in our reading:  “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins…”
     Now for another question. How are physical circumcision and Baptism SIMILAR?  In two ways.  
     First, both were commanded by God.  The same God who commanded that Israel’s baby boys be circumcised is the same God who said:  “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
     Second, both circumcision and Baptism are normally performed on infants.  In fact, this passage in Colossians challenges those who wrongly teach that infants should NOT be baptized.  
     Just as physical circumcision was normally performed on infants, it was assumed that Baptism would also normally be performed on infants as believing parents brought their children to the waters of Holy Baptism where they would receive the spiritual circumcision performed by Christ.  

     The exception to this practice was when people were born and raised as unbelievers and then later were converted to faith in Christ as adults through the preaching of the Gospel.  Now, the reason unbelieving adults were taught God’s Word first and then baptized after they believed is that unbelieving adults have a disadvantage compared to infants.  

     You see, even though infants are conceived in sin and need salvation, they have not yet developed a rebellious reason that is skeptical to the things of God.  In contrast, older children and adults have a sinful reason that makes them opposed to Christ’s work in Holy Baptism.  So, before older children and adults can receive Baptism they must first have their sinful reason crushed by God’s Word so they can receive Baptism in humble faith.  In other words, older children and adults must become “spiritual infants” before they can receive Christ’s work in Holy Baptism.
     Of course, those who wrongly oppose infant Baptism will then counter with this objection:  “If Christ uses Baptism to give repentance and faith to infants, then why are some people who were baptized as infants now living as unbelieving adults?”  Good question!

     We all know people who were baptized as infants but now are unbelieving adults who see no need to repent of their sin and have no desire to worship God or hear Christ’s Word.  If Christ gave them faith when they were baptized as infants, why are they now unbelieving adults?  What happened?  Or, a better question is:  “What DIDN’T happen?”
     Well, remember what I said earlier in the sermon?  Our faith in Christ needs to be strengthened on a regular basis by hearing, reading and studying God’s Word.  So, if someone stops attending Church, no longer reads their bible, no longer takes time to meditate on God’s Word and pray – that person’s faith will grow weak and will eventually die.  That is why Scripture commands Christian parents to raise their children in God’s Word.  As Paul says to Christian fathers in Ephesians chapter 6:  “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”    

     Now, the good news is that even though we sometimes forsake God, He will never forsake us.  God will do all He can to bring people back to faith in Christ if they have strayed away from their Baptism.  In fact, God uses US – you and me – to reach out to people who have fallen away from Christ.  We are to remind them of their Baptism and why they need Jesus.  Then we leave it up to the Holy Spirit, because only He can change someone’s heart.
     In closing, Paul says that when Christ died on the cross He canceled the written code that was against us.  What does this mean?  Simply put, the written code is God’s Law which reveals the fact that we are sinners who have rebelled against God and deserve nothing but His wrath.  

     But when Jesus died on the cross for you He canceled the written code’s condemnation of your sin.  Jesus suffered God’s condemnation in your place, and so through faith in Him you are no longer condemned.  As Paul writes in Romans chapter 8:  “…there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,…”

     Before you leave this place today, take a look at the Baptism font and remember that when you were baptized you received the circumcision done by Christ.  When you were baptized God adopted you as His child and gave you a heart of repentance and faith in Christ.  Your Baptism faith is nurtured and strengthened as you continue to grow in God’s Word and as you receive Christ’s own Body and Blood in this Holy meal God gives us today.

Amen!
