8 part Sermon Series:   “To Live is Christ!”  (The Book of Philippians)
09/28/08 #4 Sermon:  “We Shine Like Stars!”

(Text:  Philippians 2:12-30)

************************************************************************

     How would you respond if someone asked you this question:  “Do you want to be a star?”  Most people would say:  “Yes!  I’d love to be a star!”  But what kind of “star” would most people have in mind?  
     Some would think of being a movie star.  Others would think of being a sports star.  Still others would like to be a rock star.  We might also think of people who spend their time doing works of charity, or soldiers and other public servants who risk their lives to protect us, or medical professionals who use their skills to heal people, or foreign missionaries who leave home and family to bring the Gospel to people who have never heard it before.  Such people are stars if anyone is!
     However, did you know that YOU are a star?  In fact, according to Scripture, every person who trusts in Jesus as Lord and Savior is a star.  In today’s reading the Apostle Paul says that you Christians get to “shine like stars” in this world.

     With that said, today’s sermon is #4 in my 8 part sermon series on the Book of Philippians.  Last Sunday we learned that Jesus is our Servant.  You heard how the Son of God used His power and authority to serve us sinners so that we might receive forgiveness and new life with God.  
     We learned how Jesus served us by going to the cross with our sins, and then suffered the punishment we deserve.  We also learned how Jesus served us by conquering death for us and that He now reigns over all creation as our Lord and Savior.
     Finally, we also heard that Jesus moves us Christians to serve others in love just as He has served us in love.  In other words, because Jesus has saved us we now get to live as servants in this world – serving others in His Name.

     With that in mind, listen again to the first part of today’s reading from Philippians chapter 2:  “Therefore, my dear friends … continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”

     First, please note that word “Therefore.”  That word “Therefore” points back to what Paul had just wrote and uses that as the basis for what he now is saying to you.  Simply put, Paul had just wrote about Jesus and all that He did to serve us and give us salvation.  
     Based on that Good News, Paul now says that you should “continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”  Now, what does Paul mean here?

     I must admit that those words shock us at first.  When Paul says that we should “work out our salvation” it sounds like he is saying that we must do something to save ourselves – as though we must somehow earn God’s mercy by what we do.  But that’s NOT what Paul means at all!  If Paul DID mean that, then he’d be contradicting himself, because in this letter to the Philippians as well as all his other letters Paul clearly teaches that we are saved by God’s Grace through the work of Christ alone.

    Well, then, what DOES Paul mean when he says that you should “work out your salvation”?  Simply put, salvation is something you ALREADY have.  When the Holy Spirit brings you to faith in Jesus you are fully and completely saved.  Your sins are forgiven.  You are holy in God’s sight.  You have the certain hope of eternal life.  All this is a free gift made possible by Jesus and His saving work for you.

    However, as we’ve been learning in this sermon series on the Book of Philippians, the salvation that God gives us changes our lives.  In other words, once we are saved we begin to live for Christ.  Once we are saved God continues to nurture our faith through His Word so that we begin to say “No” to sinful ways of living and “Yes” to God’s loving will for our lives.

    Do you remember the passage from Philippians that was the basis for the first sermon in this series?  Philippians 1:6 reads:  “…he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Did you hear that?  God began a good work in you when He saved you.  But He will also continue to do good works in you as He moves you to live for Christ.  
    Therefore, when Paul says “work out your salvation” he simply means that our lives should reflect the fact that God has saved us.  We should think, speak and live in a way that shows we are God’s forgiven children who get to live for Christ.

    But why does Paul say we should do this with “fear and trembling?”  Well, those English words translate the original Greek words “phobu kai tromou” – and these words actually mean that we should be in a constant state of awe and wonder.  
     In other words, Paul does NOT mean that we should be afraid of God and doubt His love for us.  Far from it!  Instead, Paul means that we should have a holy respect for God and strive to do His will.  It also means that we should have an attitude of awe and wonder as we live for Christ.
     But why is this the case?  Paul writes:  “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”  Did you hear what Paul said?  God does not live in some distant place as though He were uninvolved in our everyday lives.  Quite the contrary!  The Holy God has made you His Temple.  The Holy God wants to work in you and through you to accomplish His plan for your life.  

     This fact should cause us to live our lives with “fear and trembling,” that is, with an attitude of awe and wonder – aware of the fact that God is very close to us and wants to shape our lives to conform to His will.  
    Paul says the same thing in Ephesians chapter 2.  Listen:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Simply put, God has a plan for your life.  Not only has God saved you.  God is working IN you and THROUGH you to accomplish His good purpose in this world.  

     Now, what will our life begin to look like as God has His loving way with us?  Paul writes:  “Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation,…”  

     What does this mean?  Simply put, the sinful nature in us does not want to serve God or others.  We want to do our own thing.  When God moves us to live according to His will we often complain and argue with God.
     But God loves us too much to let our sinful nature control us.  Therefore, God is using Paul to admonish our sinful attitudes so that we will repent and find comfort in the forgiveness that we have in Christ. 
     In fact, as we focus on Jesus and all He has done for us, God will give us a new attitude so that we can joyfully live for Jesus and in love for others.  The mercy of God gives us new hearts that view serving the Lord as an honor and a privilege.  
     When we begin to live like this we will stand out in a crooked and depraved world filled with people who could care less about Jesus -- much less living for Him.  In fact, Paul says that as God does His work in you the result will be that you will “shine like stars in the universe.”  
     Have you ever looked at the sky on a clear night?  You see mostly darkness.  But spread across that vast darkness are points of bright light – beautiful stars in the universe!   Paul is saying that you get to be God’s light in this world of darkness.  But how do we “shine like stars” for Jesus?

     First, we “shine like stars” by our CREEDS.  Paul writes:  “…you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life…”  Simply put, our CREEDS are nothing more than our witness of God’s Truth in this world.  A “creed” is what we believe about God and His plan for us as taught in Holy Scripture.  As we speak the Word of life to others we “shine like stars.”

     You can shine as you speak God’s Word of life to your family at home.  You can shine when you speak God’s Word of life with people you know at work, at school and at other places or events.

You will “shine likes stars” as you speak the Good News to others.  

     In fact, on Saturday, November 15th, we’re bringing in a man named Jim Found who will lead a workshop on “Lifestyle Evangelism.”  Simply put, Jim Found will teach us how to share the Word of life in a simple way with the people we meet every day.  He will give us tools and resources that will help us know how to answer various questions and how to respond in certain situations.  I strongly encourage you to attend!
     However, we do not only “shine like stars” by our CREEDS.  God also moves us to “shine like stars” by our DEEDS.  If fact, most people will see our DEEDS before they get to hear our CREEDS.  That’s why we must repent of the sinful ways we live.  God has forgiven us and He will also continue to work in us so that we can “work out our salvation,” that is, live in a way that honors Christ.
     Simply put, we “shine like stars” by our DEEDS of love to others in Jesus’ Name.  Paul mentions two examples of such loving deeds in today’s reading.  Paul says that Timothy took a genuine interest in the welfare of others.  Paul also mentions Ephaphroditus – a man sent by the Philippian congregation to meet Paul’s physical needs while he was imprisoned in Rome.  These two men “shined like stars” as they served others in Jesus’ Name.

     You can also “shine like stars” as you serve others in Jesus’ Name.  Children, when you honor, obey, respect and serve your parents out of love for Jesus – you “shine like stars.”  Parents, as the love of Jesus moves you to provide for your children, teach them right from wrong, and raise them in the knowledge of God’s Word – you “shine like stars.”  When husbands and wives respect, forgive and serve one another out of love for Jesus – you “shine like stars.”

     As we express deeds of kindness and concern for people at work, at school and in the community – we “shine like stars.”  As we members of Concordia love, serve and forgive each other in Jesus’ Name – we “shine like stars.”

     When people see our DEEDS of love they might ask us why we live this way.  Then we have a chance to “shine like stars” with our CREEDS.  We can then hold out the Word of life.  We can tell them about the love of Jesus and all that He has done to save us from sin, death and hell.  
     We can share how the love of Jesus has changed our lives so that now, by His grace, we strive to live out our salvation – all the time in awe and wonder – because it is God who works in us to will and to act according to His good purpose.

     So, when you leave today, always remember that you are a star!  As you keep your focus on Jesus’ love for you, He will move you to “shine like stars” in this world of darkness – and through you God will lead more people into His Kingdom of Light!

Amen!

Amen!

