                                    ”Dying to Live:  The Baptized Life!”

                                    9/23/07 Sermon #3 :    “ The Daily Battle! ”

                               ( Texts:  Colossians  3:1-10;  Galatians  5:16-26;  Matthew  16:24-27 )

**************************************************************************************
           Today we continue the sermon series “Dying to Live:  The Baptized Life!”  

     The first sermon is this series was entitled “A Matter of Death and Life.”  In that sermon you learned that God uses Baptism to kill our sinful nature and give us new life in Christ.  You also learned that Baptism is not merely a past act.  Instead, Baptism is an ongoing reality in our lives.  By the power of our Baptism we “die to sin” and “live for Jesus” every day as the Holy Spirit moves us to repent of our sin and trust in Christ for salvation so that, by His grace, we might live “The Baptized Life!”
     Last Sunday you heard the second sermon in this series entitled “The Necessity of Nurture.”  You learned that it is possible for us to lose the life that God has given us in Baptism.  Therefore, the faith given to us in Baptism needs to be nurtured by reading and hearing God’s Word, by receiving the Lord’s Supper, and by spending time in prayer.  In this way we remain connected to Christ by whose power we can live “The Baptized Life!” 

     With that said, TODAY you will hear the third sermon in our series entitled:  “The Daily Battle.”  Simply put, “The Baptized Life” is a DAILY BATTLE.  For example, at the beginning of Romans chapter 6 the Apostle Paul writes: “Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Paul then answers that question with these words:  “By no means!  You died to sin.  How can you live in it any longer?”
     These words teach us that the “GOOD NEWS” is not merely that our sins are forgiven.  The Gospel also says that we are new people.  We are new creations in Christ.  In your Baptism God gave you a new heart that despises sin and loves the Lord.

     Therefore, you do not use God’s grace as an excuse to fulfill the desires of your sinful nature.  Instead, God’s grace moves you to say “No” to sin and “Yes” to God’s will for your life.  As Paul writes in Titus chapter 2:  “11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age…”
     So, Christ has made you a new person who turns from sin and obeys God’s will.  However, today’s reading from Galatians chapter 5 seems to contradict this!
     In Galatians chapter 5 Paul says the following to Baptized Christians:  “…the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.”  I bet you can relate to this!  Even though we Christians are new creations in Christ, the fact is, we do NOT always experience that reality in our daily living.  

     You know very well the evil desires of your heart.  You know very well the wicked thoughts that go through your head.  You’re well aware that your words and deeds are far short of the holy life God expects of you.  You might begin to wonder:  “Maybe I’m not a Christian!  Maybe Jesus hasn’t saved me.  Maybe I’m going to hell.”
     Have you ever felt that way?  I’m sure you have.  One day you promise God you’re not going to indulge a particular sinful desire ever again.  But then before you know it you’re right back in the middle of the same sin once again.

     For example, maybe you’re an older boy or a man who knows it’s wrong to lust and you’ve tried to eliminate such evil thoughts from your mind.  But no matter how much you try, lust still lingers in your heart.

     Maybe you’ve tried to stop gossiping about other people.  You know God hates this sin.  But you can’t seem to go more than a few days without saying something negative about someone.

     Maybe you know you ought to stand up for the Truth around your peers at work.  But many times when you have a chance to witness you choose instead to remain silent because you don’t want to “rock the boat.”
     Maybe you’re a child who knows God wants you to obey your parents and respect them.  But just about every day you challenge your parents’ authority at least once.

     Maybe you’re a person who knows it’s wrong to overeat.  Scripture says that gluttony is a sin right along with drunkenness.  But no matter how hard you try, there are times when you give in and eat way more food than you need.  

     Maybe you know that God wants you to love, serve and forgive your wife or husband.  But sometimes you choose to go to bed angry and hold a grudge.

     The fact is, I could talk all day and give you examples of how we do things we hate and fail to do the good we ought to do.  Maybe we’re not Christians.  Maybe we’re going to hell.  That’s what the devil would like us to think.

     You see, if the devil can’t trick you into being an arrogant sinner who takes advantage of God’s grace, then the devil will instead trick you into being a despairing sinner who doubts that God’s grace exists for you.

     But I’m here today to tell you that the devil is a liar, and I’m also here today to tell you the Gospel Truth – and here it is:  The Baptized Life is a DAILY BATTLE!  What does this mean?

   First, you are by nature a total sinner and an enemy of 

God.  Listen to what King David writes about himself and us in Psalm 51:  “5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”  As sinners, we EITHER resist God’s will OR we obey His will with evil motives.  That’s why, in Romans chapter 7, Paul says the following about himself as a Christian:  “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.”
     But I have good news for you!  You are not merely a total sinner.  You are also a total SAINT!  Why?  Christ has saved you!  You were “born again” in Holy Baptism where you were joined to the death and resurrection of Christ.  You now have a new nature that trusts God, loves Him and longs to obey Him.

     Jesus has washed away the guilt of your sinful nature and has clothed you with His own holiness.  Therefore, when God looks at you He doesn’t see all the wicked desires and deeds of your sinful nature.  No!  When God looks at you He sees Jesus!

     In fact, Christ lives in you and He will help you to live as His child.  That’s why you feel badly about the sin in your life.  Your new nature wants to do good, but your sinful nature still does its own thing as well.  But the Holy Spirit keeps us trusting in Jesus.  Because of Jesus you are NOT under the condemnation of God’s Law.
     That’s why Paul writes these words in today’s reading from Galatians chapter 5:  “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  The sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.” 

     Jesus has given you the victory!  Your sins are forgiven.  You are holy in God’s sight.  God’s grace will move you to say “No” to sin and “Yes” to His will.  But don’t forget that you still have a sinful nature this side of heaven.  That’s why Paul said:  “The sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.”
     You see, even if God’s grace enables you to conquer certain evil behaviors in your life, the evil desires of your sinful nature will always be there.

     You may be able to refrain from adultery or viewing pornography, but you will always have to struggle with lust.  You may be able to stop gossiping, but you will still think bad thoughts about other people.  You might be able to refrain from many sinful behaviors, but the evil desires of your sinful nature will be with you until the day you die. 

      Therefore, The Baptized Life is a DAILY BATTLE!  But the Good News is that Christ has already given you the victory!  We need to remember that!  You see, our sin makes us feel wretched.  We sometimes wonder how God could ever love us.  That’s when we must remember that God sent His Son to save sinners like us.  In the waters of Holy Baptism you have been washed from the guilt of your sin and you were clothed with Christ’s own righteousness.  

     So, even though “The Baptized Life” is a DAILY BATTLE, you can live with the peace and hope that in Christ you are always and only a SAINT in God’s eyes – now and for eternity.  In fact, that’s how we need to understand Jesus’ words at the end of our Gospel reading from Matthew chapter 16.  Jesus said:  “…the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”
     If you take these words of Jesus out of context they sound as though Jesus is saying that our salvation is based on how well we live our lives.  But salvation doesn’t work that way!  We can’t give anything to God in exchange for salvation from sin – including our good lives!  As Jesus said in our Gospel reading:  “…what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”

     So, what does Jesus mean, then, when He says that His Father will “reward each person according to what he has done?”  Simply put, Jesus is talking about the difference between unbelievers and those who live The Baptized Life.  Unbelievers cling to their sin and trust in themselves.  However, those who live The Baptized Life repent of their sin and trust in Jesus!  Eternal life in God’s love is the reward of grace for those who die and rise with Christ in Holy Baptism.

     With that understood, I will end this sermon with Martin Luther’s explanation of the significance of Baptism for our daily lives.  In Luther’s Small Catechism we read:  “[Baptism] signifies that the sinful nature in us should, by daily contrition and repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts and, again, a new person daily come forth and arise, who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”  Amen!

