8 part Sermon Series:   “To Live is Christ!”  (The Book of Philippians)
09/21/08 #3 Sermon:  “Jesus Is Our Servant!”

(Text:  Philippians 2:1-11)

************************************************************************

     I’m holding in my hand Volume I of “Christian Dogmatics” written by Francis Pieper – the president of the “Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod” from 1899 to 1911.  Francis Pieper wrote three  volumes of his “Christian Dogmatics” in which he explains what Scripture teaches about the Christian Faith.
     At the very beginning of Volume I he states that there are really only two religions in the world.  The one, true religion is Christianity.  All the others are false, man-made religions.  The difference is that all the false, man-made religions teach that we must serve God or the gods and thereby merit their favor.  In contrast, Christianity teaches that the One, True God longs to serve us – even though we don’t deserve it.

     The devil doesn’t want us to understand this important truth.  The devil wants us to view God as some angry person who demands our servitude – and if we don’t serve Him well enough, He will reject us and punish us.

     But when we read Holy Scripture that’s not the picture of God we find at all!  What does Scripture teach us?  God chose to serve us – even though we sinners don’t love or trust Him.  After Adam and Eve rejected God He set into motion a master plan of salvation to save them and their descendants.  
     Once we understand this truth about God we can then understand why God condemns our sin and calls us to repent.  He doesn’t do this so that we can earn His mercy by serving Him with our works.  No!  God condemns our sin and calls us to repent so that we will see our need for Jesus Whom God sent to serve us by saving us from our sins.  God always and only wants to love us!

With that in mind, let’s examine our reading for this Service.

     Today’s sermon is the third in an 8 part sermons series on the Book of Philippians.  Today’s text is Philippians 2:1-11.  Paul begins with these words:  “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion…”  So, what is Paul saying to us?
     First, Paul says that we have encouragement because we have been “united with Christ.”  In other words, the Holy Spirit has worked through God’s Word and Holy Baptism to bring us to faith in Christ as our Lord and Savior.  The Holy Spirit has given us new hearts that love God and trust Him.  Through Jesus we are united with God once again.
     Now, since we have been united with Christ, we have encouragement.  We know that our many sins are forgiven and that God loves us.  We know that God will work in all things for our good and that we have hope even in the face of death.  

     Second, we also have comfort from Christ’s love.  When the guilt of our sin and the trials of this life make us wonder if God hates us much less loves us, we can then look to Christ and all He has done for us know for certain that God loves us in spite of how we feel and in spite of the trials we experience.  Christ’s love gives us comfort.

     Third, we have fellowship with the Spirit.  That English word “fellowship” translates the Greek word “koinonia” – a Greek word that means one thing has been united with another thing by means of something else.  Simply put, the Holy Spirit uses Baptism, the preaching and teaching of God’s Word as well as Holy Communion to create a personal, intimate love relationship between us and God.

     Fourth, Paul stresses that being united with Christ and having fellowship with the Spirit will result in us having an attitude of tenderness and compassion.  Just as our God shows tenderness and compassion toward us, we are moved by His love to have the same attitude toward others.
     Now, since all this is true for us Christians, Paul goes on to write that He wants us to strive to be “like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.”  Simply put, we should all believe what God wants us to believe and live in the way that God wants us to live.  This means that God moves us to say “No” to false teaching and sinful living and “Yes” to Christ’s teaching and godly living.

     Paul then goes on to write these words:  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
     First, Paul says that we should resist the desires of our sinful nature which are SELFISH by definition.  In fact, Luther taught that sin means “being curved in on yourself.”  That’s the way it is in our sinful world.  “It’s all about ME.  Look out for number one.”  This evil attitude leads us to use others – and that means serving them only when it works out good for you.

     In contrast, Paul says that we Christians are to be servants of others.  We should think of others as being better and more worthy of blessing than we are.  Even though we have our own needs, we should also choose to look past ourselves and have compassion for the needs of others.

     Please understand.  This doesn’t mean that we don’t need to meet our own needs.  In fact, sometimes God puts us in a position where we need to BE SERVED by others.  If we are in need of help or support from others, we should joyfully receive such service as a gift from God.

     With that understood, the point Paul is making in our reading is that we should do all we can to resist the sinful selfishness that keeps us from serving others when we have the opportunity.

     Now, I don’t know about you, but that’s hard to do!  I think of my own life.  No matter how hard I try, it’s a real challenge not to be selfish.  The reason that even Christian marriages have struggles is that both husband and wife fail to see that God calls us to serve one another in love.  The reason that parents and children often have conflict is that we fail to see that God calls us to serve one another in love.

     As Christians we know that we ought to humble ourselves and serve others in love, but it’s very hard to do that sometimes.  We constantly struggle with our selfish sinful nature.  So, then, where can we find the proper motivation and strength to live the way God wants us to live?

     Paul writes the following:  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”  Paul points us to Jesus!  Only Jesus can give us the proper motivation for serving others.  Only Jesus can give us the strength to serve others.  Paul then goes on to write for us what was very likely an early Christian Creed that was used by believers during Services like this one.  So, what does this Creed teach us about Jesus?

     First, Paul says that Jesus was in very nature GOD!  Jesus wasn’t merely a human like us.  Jesus was God in the flesh!  Just think about that for a second.  Jesus is the eternal, holy, all-powerful Son of God.  He doesn’t need us.  He doesn’t owe us anything.  Yet, Paul says that Jesus “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped.”
     Get that picture in your mind.  Even though Jesus was equal in glory with God the Father, Jesus didn’t grasp on to that power like a selfish two-year-old who refuses to share his toys.  Instead, Jesus took everything that was His by right and left it all behind to serve us!

     Paul writes that Jesus “made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”  Simply put, why was Jesus born of the Virgin Mary?  Why did the eternal Son of God, the Creator of all things, take on human flesh?

     Jesus did this to serve us sinners!  How did Jesus serve us sinners?  Paul writes:  “And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!”  Think about that for a second.  Jesus was God in the flesh.  He didn’t have to die on a cross.  He could have wiped out His enemies with one word!  But he willingly chose to be nailed to a cross with our sins on His back because that’s how He served us – by suffering and dying in our place of damnation.
     But the story doesn’t end there!  Jesus didn’t stay dead.  If he had, then that would have been proof that He wasn’t God.  But Jesus lives!  He rose from the dead, just as He said!  

     Paul then says that God the Father exalted Jesus to the highest place and gave Him the Name that is above every name!  What is Jesus’ Name above every name?  Paul says that on the final day every tongue will confess – either willingly or unwillingly – that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

     Simply put, Jesus - the “Messiah” or “Christ” promised in the Old Testament Scriptures – this Jesus is LORD!  That English word “Lord” translates the Greek word “kurios” which was used by the Jews to translate the Old Testament Holy Name of God – the name “Jahweh” which means “I AM.”  In John chapter 8 Jesus says:  “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born, I Am!”
     So, Jesus is Lord!  But here’s the real mystery:  JESUS IS ALSO OUR SERVANT!  When you believe that awesome truth it changes your heart and mind.  Jesus is YOUR Servant.  God uses that fact to mold and shape you so that you begin to think and live like Jesus.

     You see, our motivation for serving one another does not come from fear or guilt or a desire to manipulate others. Instead, our motivation for serving others flows from the truth that Jesus is our Servant.  His amazing love for us gives us new hearts with new motivations.  

     In the same way, the strength we need to say “No” to selfishness and “Yes” to being a servant doesn’t come from inside ourselves.  Instead, Jesus gives us the strength to serve others.  The power of His love for us transforms our hearts and minds and we begin to find the strength to serve others and then give all the glory to Jesus.  As it says in 1st Peter chapter 4:  “If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”
     So, never forget that there are only two kinds of religions in this world.  All the false religions say that we must serve God and earn His love.  In contrast, the true religion that God Himself reveals to us says that He is our Servant.  Jesus is our Servant - and it is our joy and privilege to serve others in His Name!  Amen!

