Sermon Series:   “The Hall of Faith!”   Hebrews 12:1-2
( Old Testament Witnesses for Jesus! )

9/19/10 Sermon #2:  “Abel, Enoch and Noah Witness to Christ!”  
(Text:  Hebrews 11:4-7)

*********************************************************************
     Last Sunday we began my sermon series titled:  “The Hall of Faith!  Old Testament Witnesses for Jesus!”  We learned that the Creator God of the Old Testament and the Savior God of the New Testament are ONE and the SAME God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We also learned what it means to live by Faith.  Simply put, faith means “trust in God’s Word.”

     Not only does the Holy Spirit move us to trust what God’s Word says about our sin.  Even more, the Holy Spirit moves us to trust what God’s Word says about our Savior – God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who died on the cross in our place of judgment so that we might be forgiven and live now and forever as God’s dearly loved children.

     In Hebrews chapter 11 we find a list of Old Testament people who trusted God’s Word.  Not only did they believe what God’s Word teaches about His loving will for our lives and how we sin against that will.  But even more, they trusted in the Savior God promised to send for sinners – a Savior God promised immediately after Adam and Eve rebelled against God.

     You see, we must understand that the people mentioned in Hebrews chapter 11 were not perfect and holy.  No!  They struggled with sinful desires and deeds just like you and I.  But they trusted that God’s Word is true, so they confessed their sins and they put their faith in the Savior God promised for us.

     With that in mind, today’s text from the “Hall of Faith!” tells us about Abel, Enoch and Noah who were witnesses for Christ in their time.  We will begin by looking at Abel, and then go on to Enoch and Noah. 
     Hebrews 11:4 reads, “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did.  By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings.  And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.”  What do we learn from this?
     Abel and Cain were the sons of Adam and Eve.  Since they were descendants of Adam and Eve they inherited their sinful nature, just like we are descendants of Adam and Eve and have inherited their sinful nature.

     One day Abel and Cain decided to give God an offering.  They didn’t have money in those days, so they gave God what they had.  Abel tended flocks, so he offered God one of his animals.  Cain was a farmer, so he offered God some of his crop.  Our reading says that God was pleased with Abel’s offering but NOT with Cain’s offering.  Why?  The answer is:  FAITH vs. UNBELIEF.
     In today’s reading it says:  “…without faith it is impossible to please God,…”  Simply put, Abel gave an offering out of thanks for the salvation that God would provide through the promised Savior.  But Cain gave an offering in unbelief.  It’s not that Cain didn’t believe God existed.  It’s just that Cain didn’t trust God’s Word.  

     So, when Cain gave an offering to God he did NOT do it out of faith in Christ.  Instead, Cain gave an offering in the hope that he would impress God and earn some blessing from Him.  Cain was trying to earn his salvation by works whereas Abel trusted in Jesus.

     In his commentary on the book of Genesis, Martin Luther comments on the offerings of Abel and Cain.  Luther writes:  “It is evident that in theology the work does not amount to anything without faith, but that faith must precede before you can do works … The sacrifice of Abel was better because he believed.  But because Cain was an ungodly man and a hypocrite, he preformed a work that was moral … by which he sought to please God.  Therefore the work of Cain was hypocritical and faithless; in it there was no faith in grace but only a presumption about his own righteousness.”
     What do we learn from this?  First of all, without God’s Spirit working in our hearts through the Good News about Jesus we, too, would be like Cain.  In fact, sometimes we are guilty of giving to God for all the wrong reasons.  
     Sometimes we’re tempted to ignore God’s Word and live as we please.  But because we fear God’s judgment, we’re tempted to offer our lives and our works to God in exchange for Him giving us a break - as though He should be impressed with us and reward us for our behavior.  This is sin, my friends!  
     But when the Spirit convicts us of sin and points us to Jesus through whom we unworthy sinners are forgiven, the result is that we give to God out of thanks and praise for His mercy.  Abel points us to Christ through who we sinners are saved!

     In fact, at the end of Hebrews chapter 12 it says this about us believers:  “…you have come … to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”  What does this mean?
     If you remember your Bible history, Cain ends up killing his brother, Abel.  Instead of confessing his sin and trusting Christ like Abel did, Cain denied his sin and in anger he murdered Abel.  Abel’s shed blood was the evidence of Cain’s guilt.  Abel’s blood said:  “Cain!  You’re guilty!”  

     But Jesus’ shed blood says the OPPOSITE!  Even though Jesus shed His blood because of your sin and my sin, the blood of Jesus moves God to say to you:  “You are forgiven for all your rebellion against me.  Jesus shed His blood in your place of judgment, and through faith in Him you are holy and innocent in my sight.”

     The next character mentioned in today’s reading is a man named Enoch.  You can read about Enoch in Genesis chapter 5 where we find a genealogy from Adam all the way up to Noah.  In fact, Noah was the great-grandson of Enoch.
     Now, if you read the genealogy in Genesis chapter 5 we find one reoccurring statement:  “…and he died.”  We are told about a certain man, how long he lived, the name of one of his son’s, and then we get those three words:  “…and he died.”  

     God never intended death in the beginning.  Physical death is God’s sign to us that something in wrong with this world – and what is wrong with this world is our sin against God.  Physical death is meant to humble us so that we will seek God who not only forgives our sins through Jesus’ death but also gives us the certain hope of eternal life through Jesus’ resurrection.

     However, as we read through Genesis chapter 5 we see that Enoch is unique.  Why?  The reason is that when we read about Enoch God does NOT mention those three words:  “…and he died.”  Instead, we are told that Enoch lived 365 years and then God “took him away.”  Enoch did not experience physical death.  God took Enoch directly into His presence.  The only other sinful human that we know of who had this experience is the prophet Elijah.
     Now, what do we learn from Enoch’s example?  In Genesis chapter 5 we’re told that Enoch “walked with God.”  Does this mean Enoch was sinless?  No!  The reason I know this is that we’re told that Noah also “walked with God” and yet we know that Noah was a sinner just like you and me.

     Therefore, when Scripture tells us that “Enoch walked with God” it means that he lived by faith.  Enoch confessed his sins and trusted in Christ for salvation.  But why did God take Enoch before he died?  Not because Enoch was deserved it or because he was better than others.  Instead, God took Enoch as an example to us that those who “walk with God” do not have to fear death!  

     You see, the same God who had the power to take Enoch into His presence and give him eternal life, this same God has the power to raise your body from the dust of the ground and give you eternal life in His presence.  Enoch is an example for us to “walk with God” in faith so that we do not have to fear death.

That’s why the apostle Paul could say:  “To live in Christ; to die is gain!”

     Finally, the last part of today’s reading tells us about Noah.  The Bible says that Noah was a righteous man in his day.  Now, to be a “righteous man” does not mean that Noah was sinless.  Instead, to be a “righteous man” meant that Noah had faith in Christ.  Noah repented of his sins and trusted in the Savior God had promised.  In the same way, Noah’s wife, their three sons and their wives also trusted in Christ.  

     In contrast, all the other humans on earth at that time were unrepentant unbelievers.  Scripture teaches that God gave those unbelievers 120 years to repent.  During those 120 years Noah was building the ark and had many opportunities to preach to the people of that time.  But instead of believing God’s warning about the flood, they mocked the ark and hardened their hearts.  You know the rest of the story.
     Noah and his family were safe in the ark during the flood – and this points us to Christ who is our “ark.”  Jesus saves us from the flood of God’s wrath that will be poured out on all unbelievers on the final day.  Noah points us to Jesus so that we will also trust in Him and be witnesses for Christ in our day.

     Listen to what the Apostle Peter writes about Noah and the flood:  “In [the ark] only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also … It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.”
     Did you hear what Peter said?  Just as God saved Noah through the ark, God has saved you in Baptism wherein you were joined to Christ who is your “ark” that saves you from judgment.

     The devil constantly tempts us to be like those unbelievers in Noah’s day.  He tempts us to live as we please, ignore God’s warning and mock the ark.  Sometimes we’re guilty of doing just that.  But God is merciful!  Just as God used Noah to preach Christ in his day, God continues to use others to preach Christ today – and the Spirit works through that preaching to create faith in our hearts so that we trust in Christ Who is the ark that saves us from judgment.

     Amen!
