“Christ in You, the Hope of Glory!”  (Col. 1:27)
- Sermon series on the Book of Colossians –

9/18/11 Sermon #2 :  “WDJD?”
(Text:  Colossians 1:15-23)

**********************************************************************

     Most of you here should be familiar with the four letters WWJD.  You can find them on bracelets, bumper stickers, t-shirts, you name it.  So, what does WWJD stand for?  It stands for “What would Jesus do?”

     Now, I recognize that most people have good motives when they ask “What would Jesus do?”  Sincere Christians want to live a Christ-like life and so it is a good thing to think about what Jesus might do in any given situation and then to try to follow His example.  

     However, there are two problems associated with question “What would Jesus do?”  

     First, as a professor friend of mine is famous for saying:  “How in the heck should I know what Jesus would do?”  He asks that question because, if you read the Gospels, Jesus often acts in ways we would never expect.  Jesus says and does things that shock us because He doesn’t think the way we do.  So, we shouldn’t arrogantly assume that we might know what Jesus would do in any given situation.

     That leads to the second problem associated with the question “What would Jesus do?”  Some people assume that what THEY would do is what JESUS would do.  How do they come to this conclusion?  Well, rather than learning about the TRUE Jesus by carefully reading Holy Scripture, they instead listen to our culture’s various opinions about Jesus and thereby they concoct a version of Jesus in their minds that is acceptable to their preconceived views and opinions.  As a result, I’ve heard some people ask “What would Jesus do?” and then the answer they give is in direct conflict with the teaching of the TRUE Jesus who has given us His Word in Holy Scripture. 

     So, because of the problems associated with the question “What would Jesus do?” I would like to suggest for you another four letters for your consideration.  Those four letters are WDJD – and they stand for “What DID Jesus do?”  Where do we find the answer to that question?  Holy Scripture – which is God’s written word and revelation to us.

     Today we continue with sermon #2 in my series on the Book of Colossians.  In today’s text, which is Colossians 1:15-23, we will find the answer to WDJD – “What did Jesus do?”

     However, as we examine today’s reading we quickly discover that before Paul answers the question “What did Jesus do?” he first makes very sure that we know who Jesus WAS and IS.  You see, what Jesus DID can’t be separated from who Jesus WAS and IS.

     Paul begins with these words about Jesus:  “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were created:  things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible …  all things were created by him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

     Do you hear what Paul is saying about the man Jesus?  First, Paul calls Jesus “the image of the invisible God.”  Simply put, because Jesus is God in human flesh we are able to see Him, touch Him, hear Him, etc.  Listen to what John writes about this in his first epistle:  “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of life … which was with the Father and has appeared to us.”
     If you ask people in our culture to give you their opinions about Jesus, you will get various answers.  But the one thing most of their answers will have in common is that Jesus was just a man – no different than any other human being who was born, lived and died.  But Scripture says the opposite!  Today you have heard both Paul and John teach you that Jesus is God’s eternal Son in human flesh.

     Paul says that Jesus is “the firstborn over all creation.”  Now, some have pulled these words out of context and have twisted their meaning so as to suggest that Jesus is only human and not God.  These false teachers say:  “Paul calls Jesus the ‘firstborn.’ That means Jesus was created, and if he was created he can’t be God.”  But these false teachers are wrong about Jesus for two reasons.
     First, they are wrong because when Paul calls Jesus “the firstborn” he is not teaching that God’s Son had a beginning and was created.  Instead, Paul uses the word ‘firstborn’ to refer to Jesus’ authority over creation.  You see, in Paul’s day the firstborn son had authority over the family along with his father.  So, when Paul calls Jesus “the firstborn” he means that Jesus shares authority along with the Father.

     Second, the false teachers are wrong about Jesus because Paul clearly writes that God’s Son was not created but instead is the Creator Himself.  Paul writes:  “…For by him all things were created:  things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible …  all things were created by him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
     But why is it so important for you to believe that Jesus is God?  Several reasons.  

     First, it is important for you to believe that Jesus is God because Scripture teaches that we should worship Jesus.  If we are worshiping only a man, then we are guilty of idolatry.  We worship Jesus because He is God, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

     Second, it is important for you to believe that Jesus is God because Scripture teaches that Jesus is in control of all creation and that He “holds all things together.”  Jesus could not do that if He were not God.  This also means that anything that happens in this world – including tragedies like 9/11, floods, hurricanes and earthquakes – these all happen as part of Jesus’ plan for this world.  As Christians, we trust that Jesus is in control and that He works for our good even through the trials and tragedies of this life.

     Third, it is important for you to believe that Jesus is God because in today’s reading Paul says that Jesus is “the firstborn from among the dead.”  What does this mean?  Paul means that Jesus has authority over death itself.  In John’s Gospel we read these words of Jesus:  “…I lay down my life for the sheep … I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.”  

     Did you hear that?  No once forced Jesus to die.  He died for us willingly.  In addition, Jesus came back to life by His own power and authority.  Only God can do that!  That’s why Jesus says:  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies…”  After speaking these words, Jesus asks this question:  “Do you believe this?”  Jesus asks this question because we can’t receive His salvation unless we believe He is God just as He teaches us.
     Finally, it is important for us to believe that Jesus is God because His death on the cross is meaningless if Jesus is not God.  But Jesus IS God!  Therefore, Jesus’ death on the cross for YOU means everything!  As Paul writes:  “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and  through him to reconcile to himself all things … by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
     Now that we know who Jesus WAS and IS and why it is so important for us to believe that Jesus is God, we’re ready to consider those four letters WDJD, or “What did Jesus do?”  Remember, we can’t separate the PERSON of Jesus from His WORK.  They go together.  This is especially important as we consider Jesus’ work for us on the cross.
     Of course, when we think of Jesus’ death on the cross, some obvious questions arise:  “Why did Jesus have to die in the first place?  Why did God’s Son take on human flesh just to end up suffering and dying on a cross?  Why did the Father ask His Son to do this?  Why did Jesus have to do this in order to bring peace between us and God?”  
     Paul answers those questions for us in today’s reading:  “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation…”
     Paul teaches us some important things here.  First, Paul teaches that we are God’s enemies by nature.  We are conceived as God’s enemies because we inherit a sinful will from Adam, the first human who rebelled against God along with his wife, Eve.  We are their descendants.  As Paul says, the very thoughts of our minds are at odds with God.  We want to do what we think is right and good.  We are God’s enemies.

     Just examine your thoughts, words and deeds and then compare them with God’s will for us and you will quickly realize that you are an enemy of God in your mind.  You resist Him more than you even realize. 

     Now, what do we deserve because of our evil rebellion against our Creator?  Since God is holy and just He must punish evil.  Therefore, God should condemn us to hell for all eternity.  But God teaches that He is also full of mercy and love.  In fact, God even loves His enemies – us sinners who have rebelled against Him.

     So, this leads to a dilemma.  How can God be both just and merciful?  How can God punish sinners and forgive them at the same time?  The amazing, unbelievable solution God came up with is the cross!  God took your sin, my sin – the sin of all people – and put it on His Son.  On the cross Jesus suffered the hell we all deserve so that we might be holy in God’s sight, without blemish and free from accusation.  Only the death of God’s Son could accomplish such a loving miracle.
     But wait!  If God loves all sinners and sent His Son to die for all sinners, then why are some people in danger of hell?  Paul answers that question after he tells us about Jesus’ death for us.  Paul then says:  “…if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the Gospel.”  What does Paul teach us here?  

     Some people hear about Jesus’ death for sinners, but they never repent of their sin and they refuse to trust in Jesus as their God and Savior.  So, even though Jesus died for ALL people, some refuse to believe and send themselves to hell.  

     Other people hear about Jesus’ death for sinners, and they DO repent and they DO believe – but then later on they lose their faith in Christ because they are led astray by false teaching.

     That’s why it’s so important for us to hear God’s Word in Paul’s letter to the Colossians.  We need to believe WHO Jesus is and WHAT Jesus did for us.  If we refuse to believe in WHO Jesus is and in WHAT HE did for us, we have no hope.  So, Paul says to you today:  “…continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the Gospel.”  
     Remember and believe WHO Jesus is.  He is your creator.  He made you and continues to care for you.  He is able to give you eternal life even in the face of death.  
     Also, remember and believe WHAT Jesus did for you.  He died on the cross in your place of damnation.  Because of that sacrifice you are at peace with God – holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation.  

     As you hear God’s Word teach you about WHO Jesus is; as you hear God’s Word teach you about WHAT Jesus did for you, the Holy Spirit works through God’s Word to give you a firm faith in Christ that never wavers.  That’s why it’s so important to continue to grow in God’s Word, because through His Word the Holy Spirit moves us to continue in our faith, established and firm.
     So, when you hear the lies of the devil in our culture tempting you to doubt that Jesus is God, the Holy Spirit will use the Scriptures you heard today to keep you firm in your faith that Jesus is God, your creator.  

     When you hear the lies of the devil in our culture saying that you are not a sinner and that you can live as you please, the Holy Spirit will use the Scriptures you heard today to keep you firm in your faith that you are a sinner who needs a savior.

     When you hear the lies of the devil saying that you’re too sinful for God and that He would never forgive someone like you, the Holy Spirit will use the Scriptures you heard today to keep you firm in your faith that you are holy in God’s sight, without blemish and free from accusation because God’s own Son died on the cross in your place of damnation and shed His blood for you.

     When you leave today, I want you think about getting a bracelet or a poster or a bumper sticker or a t-shirt with these four letters on it:  WDJD – “What did Jesus do?”  That way the Holy Spirit will remind you what Jesus DID for you.  

     Also, when others notice your bracelet or poster or bumper sticker or t-shirt and want to know what WDJD means, you can then tell them what Jesus did for them, too.

Amen!
