                     August 27th , 2006, Sermon:    “We Have Bread from Heaven!”
                 ( Psalm 78:5-8, 18-25, 29, 32-35; Ephesians 5:1-2, 8-20; John 6:32-35, 40-51 )

*****************************************************************
     Last Sunday the sermon title was:  “Don’t eat spiritual junk food.”  We learned that “spiritual junk food” is ANYTHING that takes the place of Jesus and His Word in our lives.  The people to whom Jesus is speaking in John 6 were guilty of eating “spiritual junk food” because all they cared about were the physical blessings Jesus could provide.
     For example, as we learned last Sunday, Jesus had been preaching, teaching and performing miracles.  His miracles included healing people of illness as well as feeding over 5000 people on one occasion by multiplying a few bits of fish and bread into more than enough food for multitudes.  Now, Jesus did these miracles for 2 reasons.  
     First, Jesus has compassion on us sinners  God knows when we’re sick or hungry, and even though we don’t deserve it, God provides for our needs as He sees best.  However, the second and more important reason Jesus performed miracles was that they were signs that Jesus was no ordinary man.  The miracles were signs that Jesus was the eternal Son of God who had come to bring us salvation from sin and death.
     Therefore, Jesus’ miracles were not meant to be an end in themselves.  Jesus did not want people to see Him as nothing more than a person from whom they could get physical blessings.  Instead, Jesus wanted them to see His miracles and recognize that He had come to give them MORE than food for their bodies.  Jesus’ preaching and teaching made it clear that we need to trust in Him as our Savior from our sin against God whose wrath we deserve.

     For example, our 1st reading was from Psalm 78.  This Psalm begins by stressing that God had given His Word to His people so they would repent of their sin and trust in God who would send them a Savior.  In other words, our greatest need is to be saved from our sin against God so that we might be forgiven and live eternally with the Lord.

     However, Psalm 78 goes on to tell us a sad story.  God’s Old Testament people did not want to hear what His Word said about their need to repent of their sin.  They did not want to hear what God’s Word said about their need to receive His mercy.  They did not want to hear what God’s Word had to say about how they should live their lives.  Instead, they cared only about certain material blessings God might provide.  

     In other words, they didn’t want to have a relationship with God.  God was only someone they wanted to use for their benefit and then forget about Him.  They did not want to love Him or obey Him.  They did not want to live as His children.  They wanted to live as they pleased.  They didn’t want to acknowledge their sin or that they deserved God’s wrath.  The only reason they even prayed to God was when they wanted deliverance from their enemies or food for their bodies.

     Well, God did deliver them from their enemies and He also gave them bread from heaven when they were in the wilderness.  But they wanted nothing more from Him.  They did not want to worship Him nor did they repent of their sin against Him.  As we heard in Psalm 78:  “In spite of all this, they kept on sinning; in spite of God’s wonders, they did not believe.”
     Sadly, the people we heard about in our Gospel reading had the same problem.  Jesus was a great guy when He healed their illnesses and gave them bread for their stomachs.  But when Jesus preached about their sin and their need to repent; when He told them that He was God’s Son who came to save them from hell and give them eternal life with God; when He pleaded with them to trust in Him and live according to His will, that’s when they ignored Jesus or even became angry with Him. 
     They wanted Jesus to give them more bread for their stomachs, just like God had provided manna to their ancestors.  But Jesus then reminded them that their ancestors were punished by God because after they ate the manna they turned their backs on God and lived as they pleased.  Such unbelief leads to eternal damnation.

     However, WE also must face the fact that WE have the same problem.  We, too, are guilty of paying attention to God ONLY when it suits our purposes.  So often we want to live as we please even when God says we are doing wrong.  On top of that, we wrongly think that God owes us a good life and we pay attention to God ONLY when He provides us with our earthly needs.

     We sinners want to pray “Give us this day our daily bread…” but we DON’T always want to pray “Forgive us our sins…” because that means we must admit our sins and change the way we live.

     Left to ourselves we would be no better off than those people who are mentioned in Psalm 78 and John chapter 6.  Left to ourselves we would not be able to repent of our sin nor would we trust in Jesus or even want to be God’s children.

     However, the Good News is that Jesus has come to save us from our sin and the eternal hell we deserve.  Most of you know the words of John 3:16, where Jesus says:  “…God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son that whoever believes in Him may not perish but have eternal life.”  
     Guess what!  Jesus is saying the same thing in John chapter 6 when He says:  “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty … For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise Him up at the last day.”
     Sadly, many refused to believe in Jesus.  In the same way, we sinners today have no power of our own to repent or trust in Jesus.  What hope is there for us?  Our hope is that the Father GIVES US hearts of repentance and faith!  

     The Father sends the Holy Spirit who uses the words of Holy Scripture to convict us of sin and give us new hearts that trust in Jesus.  That’s why Jesus said:  “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.”
     You who believe in Jesus have been drawn here by the Father.  You who believe did not come here merely to get physical blessings from God.  No!  You were drawn here today to receive the true Bread from Heaven.  You have come here to feed on Jesus!

     Even though you know and believe that God has given you countless physical blessings that you don’t deserve, you have been drawn here because you want MORE than physical blessings.  You want GOD HIMSELF!

     God is your Father and you long to be His children.  This miracle is possible for us sinners because Jesus is the Bread of Life who gives us forgiveness of sin and eternal life with God.

     The reason you trust in Jesus is that the Father has given you the Holy Spirit who works through God’s Word to draw you to Jesus in repentance and faith.  The Father has given you the True Bread from Heaven and you will live forever in His love.
     Please understand.  God DOES care about your physical needs.  All the many blessings He has given you in this life prove that.  But even more, God knows you need HIM!  Without faith in God all physical blessings in this world will do you no good.  Therefore, the Father has drawn you to Jesus who is our Bread from Heaven who gives us eternal life with God.

     Our Gospel reading ends with these words of Jesus:  “This Bread is My Flesh which I will give for the life of the world.”  Jesus’ flesh was nailed to the cross in our place of damnation that we might live now and forever as God’s children.  Not even death can take that life away because Jesus will raise us up on the last day.

     Until that day, Jesus continues to give us His flesh which He gave for the life of the world.  Next Sunday you will hear these words of Jesus:  “Whoever eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood has eternal life, and I will raise Him up at the last day.”  Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We have Bread from Heaven!  Amen.
