                                  7/29/05  LYF Sermon:    “ New Creation! ”

                             ( Texts:  Genesis 1:1-3; II Corinthians 4:5-6 & 5:17-21; John 1:1-8 )

**************************************************************************************
     One night there were two young men walking across their college campus.  It was a clear night and the stars were shining in all their glory.  One of the young men looked up at the stars and said:  “Those stars are so depressing.  I learned from my biology professor that I’m an accident.  I’m here because billions of years ago a cloud of hydrogen exploded.  I’m no different than the rocks or the rats.  I’m less than a speck of dust in this vast universe.  I feel so alone.  My life is meaningless.”
     The other young man, who was a Christian, responded:  “I’m sorry you feel that way.  Let me tell you what my pastor told me recently.  He said that we’re here because God created the universe and all life.  In fact, we humans were created in God’s image.  We’re His special creations and He loves us.  The Bible also teaches that God put the stars in the heavens so that we would have light at night.  So, when I look at the stars, I don’t feel alone.  When I look at the stars I’m reminded that God put them there for me.  By the way, He put them there for you, too.”
     So ends the story.  Many young people have lost their faith after going to college because some unbelieving professors convinced them that God does not exist and that the Bible is an outdated myth.  But you know what’s even worse?  Some Churches are now promoting the same lies.

     I recently read a sermon that was written by a pastor in a different Lutheran Church body than ours.  In the sermon the pastor made this point:  “It doesn’t matter if you deny the Creation account in Genesis and believe Evolution instead, as long as you still believe that God is Creator and that Jesus is Savior.”

     Now, that doesn’t sound so bad, does it?  This pastor wasn’t asking her people to reject God.  She was simply suggesting that in light of modern science we need not take Genesis seriously when it talks about God creating the world out of nothing.  

     That sounds reasonable, doesn’t it?  You don’t really need to believe everything in the bible is true as long as you believe in Jesus, right?  Sadly, more and more people believe this.  No wonder many today say:  “Why argue about what Genesis means?  Let’s just love Jesus!”

     But we need to remember what Jesus Himself said about His Word – which includes His Word in Genesis chapters 1 & 2.  In John ch. 14 Jesus says:  “Whoever has my teaching and treasures it is the one who loves me.”  

     Did you hear that?  If you love Jesus you will treasure His teaching – and that includes all of Holy Scripture, which is His written Word!  If you love Jesus, you will also cherish Holy Scripture!  But if you don’t believe the Scriptures you probably won’t take Jesus seriously, either.  

     Listen to what Jesus says about this in John chapter 5:  “If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.  But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?”  

     God used Moses to write the first five books of the Bible – including Genesis chapters 1 & 2.  Jesus says that if we don’t believe what Moses wrote about Creation then we probably won’t believe what Jesus says.  Sadly, many people who say “I love Jesus” don’t like most of what Jesus says in the Bible.  So what do they do?  They make up a “Jesus” in their minds who fits in with their opinions.  They choose to love a false “Jesus’ because they refuse to deal with the real Jesus.  

     Finally, listen to what Jesus says in John chapter 8:  “If you hold to my teaching you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the Truth and the Truth will set you free.”  With that understood, let’s take some time to hear the Truth.

     First of all, the idea that Macro-Evolution is scientific fact is a lie.  The Truth is that Macro-Evolution is NOT science.  Why?  Because scientific study requires the direct observation of the data or phenomena related to your question.  If you can’t  observe and test the very thing you are trying to prove, then it is not science.

     Therefore, Creation is not a scientific fact.  Why?  Because God’s creation of the world is beyond our ability to observe and test.  We were not there when He created the world.  So, we have to take His Word for it.

     However, in the same way, Evolution is not a scientific fact.  Why?  Because no human witnessed the “Big Bang” and no human was able to observe or test the process of Evolution that supposedly occurred over billions of years.

     The Truth is this:  Both Creation and Evolution must be accepted by “faith” – faith in someone’s word.  Simply put, the Creation vs. Evolution issue comes down to this:  Whose word are you going to trust?  God was there “in the beginning”.  But the scientists who promote Evolution were not there when it supposedly occurred.  Whose word are you going to trust?

     The devil has always been working overtime trying to get us to doubt God’s Word and trust our own reason and senses instead.  Remember what the devil said to Adam and Eve?  “Did God really say?”  If we doubt Genesis, we might as well doubt the whole bible.  In fact, that’s just what the devil hopes will happen!

     Of course, the popular thing in some Churches today is the following compromise:  “Why can’t we believe that God used Evolution to create the universe and life?”  But hidden behind this compromise is a very dangerous lie! Hear now the Truth why God could not have used Evolution to create life.

     First, if you study what Macro-Evolution actually is you will find out that it is meant to be an uncaused and undirected process.  In other words, the whole point of Macro-Evolution is that it is supposed to work WITHOUT God!  So, when people say “I believe God used Evolution to create the world” they are actually speaking nonsense.  You can’t have a Cause for an uncaused process and you can’t have a Director for an undirected process.

     The second reason God could not have used Evolution is that Evolution assumes that death is natural.  In contrast, Scripture teaches that there was no death of any kind before sin entered the picture.  God created the world “very good” and that means there was no death before sin entered the world.  But if God used Evolution that means God had death in mind from the very beginning.  Sorry!  God’s Word says otherwise!

     The third reason God could not have used Evolution is that we would then have to concede that the information in Genesis chapters 1 & 2 is not true history.  Churches that have promoted the “God used Evolution” idea end up teaching that Adam and Eve were not real people.  

     But if Adam was not a real person, then there was no real Fall into sin.  If there was no real Fall in to sin, then sin itself doesn’t actually exist.  If sin does not exist, then we do not need a Savior.  Simply put, if God used Evolution then there is no need for the Cross.

     In my hand is a book published by Fortress Press – a Lutheran publishing company (not our Church body).  The title of the book is:  “Doing without Adam and Eve.”  Simply put, the author says that God used Evolution and therefore Adam and Eve really didn’t exist.  

     But guess what else she goes on to teach in her book.  She says that once we do without Adam and Eve we will discover we can also do without the Cross.  “There’s no need for a suffering Savior” she says in her book.

     The fourth and final reason we can’t believe God used Evolution is this:  “If we doubt Genesis because modern science says it’s not true, then why stop with Genesis?”  If God’s Word has to fit in with our reason and senses, then we might as well reject it all.

     The virgin birth is not possible, according to modern science.  The miracles of Jesus are not possible, according to modern science.  God hanging on a Cross is not possible, according to modern science.  

     God bringing dead bodies back to life is not possible, according to modern science.  God creating a New Heaven and a New Earth in the future is not possible, according to modern science.  

     Simply put, if you doubt God’s Word in Genesis because it doesn’t make sense to your “enlightened modern mind” then you might as well deny the whole Bible.  In fact, that’s just what the devil hopes will happen.  If we doubt even one part of God’s Word, such as Genesis chapters 1 & 2, the results are tragic!

     For example, if unbelievers hear us say that we can’t take Genesis seriously, then why should they listen to us when we use the same Scriptures to talk about sin and our need for Jesus?  

     In addition, I’m concerned about Christians who decide to doubt God’s Word in Genesis.  Why?  Because it could lead them to lose their faith altogether.  In some of his epistles the Apostle Paul says “A little leaven works through the whole batch of dough”.  In other words, false teaching can work its way into your spiritual life with the result that you eventually deny Christ completely.

      This happened to a good friend a mine.  His name is “Andrew”.  He was a Christian from the day of his Baptism.  But then he went to college and a professor convinced him that Genesis was a ridiculous myth and that Evolution was a fact.  Well, it didn’t take long for Andrew to lose his faith in Christ.  Why?  Here’s what he told me:  “Pastor, if I can’t take Genesis seriously, then why should I take any part of the Bible seriously?  If the bible is God’s Word, then it’s ALL true.  But if Genesis isn’t true, then neither is the rest of Scripture.”  I often pray for “Andrew”, that God’s Truth will set him free.

      Now, why did I spend so much time talking about the danger of doubting Genesis?  Because I want you to understand that doubting ANY part of God’s Word is sin and can lead to spiritual death.  

     Even if you do not doubt God’s Word in Genesis, you are probably guilty of sometimes doubting other parts of God’s Word.  You see, sin is not merely evil things we do or wicked desires we may have.  Sin is also thoughts that doubt God’s Word.

      For example, sometimes we may think:  “Maybe Jesus is not the ONLY Savior?”  This is sin!  We may think:  “Jesus could not have been born of a Virgin.  That’s not possible!”  This is sin!

Maybe you’ve thought this:  “I don’t care what Jesus says, I don’t believe it is possible for Him to give me His Body and Blood in the Lord’s Supper.  That doesn’t make sense to me!”  This is sin!

      Whenever we doubt any part of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation we are putting our reason above God’s Word, and that’s a very dangerous thing to do!  The fact is, we’re all guilty of this sin and we deserve Hell because of it.

     But I have Good News for you!  The God who created the Universe and YOU sent His only Son into this world so you could become a “New Creation”!

     In John 15:5 Jesus says:  “Remain and in me and I will remain in you, and you will bear much fruit.  Apart from me you can do nothing.”  

     Did you hear that?  We’re nothing apart from Christ!  In other words, apart from a miracle of God there is no repentance or faith in our hearts.  But the same God whose Strong Word created this world out of nothing uses His same Strong Word to create repentance and faith in hearts where none existed before.

     In the beginning the Spirit was hovering over the waters waiting for God to give the Word.  When you were Baptized the Spirit was hovering over the water waiting for God to give the Word:  “In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!  Let there be LIFE!”  And there was life!  You are a New Creation in Christ.

     God uses His Strong Word to crush our prideful hearts that doubt Him.  God uses His Strong Word to convict us of sin and convince us that we deserve damnation.  But once God has humbled us, He then uses His same Strong Word to exalt us with Christ.  God proclaims that we are forgiven and holy because of Jesus.  As we sang in our opening hymn:  “Thy Strong Word bespeaks us righteous, bright with Thine own holiness!”

     You are New Creations in Christ!  Even though you still struggle with your sinful nature.  Even though you will still be guilty of doubts, you are a New Creation in Christ.  The Old has gone; the New has come.  God will use His Word to keep you in life of repentance and faith so that you might always receive Christ and His gifts.

     In a few moments God will use His Strong Word to make it possible for you to receive the very Body and Blood of Christ.  The One who spoke creation into existence will fill you with His own Body and Blood.  You can believe this blessed miracle.  You have God’s Word on it!

     As God fills you with His gifts He will send you out to continue His Work of creation in the lives of people who are nothing apart from Christ.  Just as God used others to speak His Strong Word to you, He will use you to speak His Strong Word to others.

     In closing, I want you to understand that we Christians live in the PRESENT by remembering the PAST and rejoicing in the FUTURE.  The God who created the world in the PAST is with us always in the PRESENT and one day He will return in the FUTURE. Our bodies will be resurrected glorified and without sin.  This broken world will pass away.  God will then usher us into our eternal home when he creates the New Heaven and New Earth on that wonderful day.  Until then, we live by Faith in God’s Word – and God’s Word is all that we need.  Amen!

