 July 28th 2006 LYF Gathering Sermon:   “The Lamb Who Was Slain Now Reigns!”
************************************************************************
     During this gathering you have been learning about the message of the Book of Revelation.  This reminds me of a story I heard back in the early 1980’s when I was attending Concordia College in St. Paul, MN.  I was taking a course on the Book of Revelation, and our professor told us how he first became interested in the message of this book.

     When my professor was a 1st year student at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis he also played on the Seminary basketball team.  During their evening practices at the gymnasium the janitor of the facility used to sit off to the side and read.  

     One night my professor got curious and he walked up to the janitor, who was an elderly man.  My professor noticed that the janitor was reading the Book of Revelation.  He then asked the elderly janitor:  “Do you know what the Book of Revelation is all about?”  The janitor paused for a few moments, and then he answered:  “Young man, I don’t’ have a Seminary education.  But as far as I can figure, this here book is saying that Jesus is gonna win!”

    That elderly janitor gave a very correct summary of the message of the Book of Revelation.  However, I would like to make one minor correction.  The message of the Book of Revelation is NOT that Jesus WILL win the battle someday.  Instead, the message of the Book of Revelation is that Jesus has ALREADY won the battle.  Or, as it reads on the front of the Bulletin:  “The Lamb who was slain now reigns!”
     The Book of Revelation if full of symbols and images that represent important truths of the Christian Faith.  You’ve been learning about these things the last two days, and so I’m going to focus primarily on what Revelation has to say about “The Lamb” and what He means for your life – now and fall all eternity!

     First, why does Revelation refer to Jesus as “The Lamb?”  The Apostle John is simply using an important image from the Old Testament.  As you know, hundreds of years before God’s Son was born of the Virgin Mary, God had commanded His Old Testament people to sacrifice various animals – especially lambs on the Day of Passover.  These blood sacrifices were pictures of Christ who would give His life on a cross in our place of damnation so that we might forgiven and live with God forever.

     No wonder John the Baptizer said what He did when He saw Jesus approaching the Jewish crowds who had come to confess their sins and be baptized.  John pointed them to Jesus and said:  “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
     Throughout history Christians have used this biblical teaching about “The Lamb” as part of their liturgy in worship.  When we sang “This is the Feast” we lifted our praises to The Lamb who was slain and now reigns!
     You see, Jesus died for our sins, but then He also conquered death for us when He rose from the grave.  We are not here to remember a dead martyr.  We’re here to worship the Lamb who was slain for us and now reigns for us.  That’s why we sing:  “The Lamb who was slain has begun His reign!”

     In addition, when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, many of our Lutheran congregations sin the “Agnus Dei” – which is Latin for “The Lamb of God.”  Before Holy Communion we sing:  “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of he world, have mercy on us; grant us peace.”  So, Jesus is the Lamb who was slain and He now reigns!  He reigns FOR YOU!  Jesus has already won the battle over sin and evil!
     But how can that be?  If we look at around the world it doesn’t seem like Jesus is reigning at all.  We have war and violence all over the world.  Tornados, tidal waves, earthquakes, famines and disease hurt and kill millions of humans.  
     In addition, children and parents are at odds with each other.  Marriages are filled with abuse and many end in divorce.  There is sexual immorality of all kinds.  Humans are murdered while still in the womb.  People steal and lie.  Finally, in many places today there are Christians who are persecuted simply because they trust in Jesus.  How can the Lamb now reign if the world has so much evil, pain and suffering?
     When we see all the evil in the world the devil wants us to think that Jesus does NOT reign.  But that’s a lie.  The Lamb who was slain now reigns.  But then why is there so much evil and pain? 

     First, we need to remember that Jesus never promised that life this side of His 2nd coming would be easy.  In fact, Jesus Himself said that we should expect things to go from bad to worse before He returns.  Remember what Jesus said in our Gospel reading?  “In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  In the midst of our trials we Christians have a victory that can never be taken away from us.  

     When you struggle with sin in your own life and are burdened by guilt, you can know that you are forgiven and holy before God because you have washed your robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

     When you face various problems that are common to all people who live in this world or when you are persecuted because you live for Jesus, then remember that nothing can separate you from eternal life in God’s love – not even death!

     Listen again to these words from the Apostle Peter:  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith … may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”
    God doesn’t explain all the reasons why He allows so much suffering and evil to exist this side of Christ’s return.  God has His reasons, and we must trust Him.  However, God HAS revealed 2 reasons He does allow us to suffer.  

     First, as we heard in our reading from 1st Peter, God allows us Christians to suffer so that our faith might be strengthened.  Let’s face it.  The more we suffer, the more we tend to cling to Christ.

     Second, God also allows us Christians to suffer because this creates an opportunity for us to witness to others about the hope we have in Christ.  When unbelievers see that we have hope in the midst of our pain and tears, they may ask “Why?” and then we can tell them about the Lamb who was slain and now reigns!

     In Revelation chapter 7 we heard about people in white robes who had come out of the great tribulation.  YOU are those people in white robes, and the great tribulation is life in this fallen world.  But this fallen world is not your home.  You will live forever in God’s New Creation because you have washed your robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb, whose Body and Blood you get to eat and drink tonight!

     This is the Feast of Victory!  The Lamb who was slain now reigns!  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  Jesus has overcome the world!  Amen!
