                                7/24/05 Sermon:    “You’re not an Afterthought!”

                                    ( Texts:  I Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-52 )

**************************************************************************************
     Have you ever received a belated Christmas Card, Birthday Card or Anniversary Card?  If you have, then you know that such cards sometimes make you feel like an “afterthought”.  Even though most people who send such cards really do care, you can’t help but think that your relationship with such people is not foremost in their minds.  No one wants to be an “afterthought”.

     Sometimes we’re tempted to think that way about God.  We wonder if we’re merely an “afterthought” to God.  Sometimes His blessings seem to come in a belated manner or even not at all.  We look up at the stars and realize that we’re less than a speck of dust in this vast universe.  We wonder if the Almighty God even thinks about us at all.  However, when we are tempted to think about God in this way we must understand 2 things!       

     First, we need to repent of such evil thinking about God.  Even though we deserve to be forsaken by God because of our rebellion against His will, He still chooses to shower His mercy and blessing upon us.  God has promised that we’re always foremost in His mind, and it is sinful for us to think otherwise.  God is never belated with His love.  He serves us at just the right time and in just the right way.  

     With that understood, the second thing you need to understand is that you’re NOT an afterthought!  The eternal God did not arbitrarily decide to think about you one day because He was bored.  No!  You were part of God’s plan before the beginning of time!

     In order to understand this blessed Truth more thoroughly I’m going to briefly examine our second reading – Romans 8:28-30.  Let’s hear that text again:  “28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”
     Paul wrote these words for us – those who have been saved by God and trust in Jesus as our Savior from the death and damnation we deserve.  Paul says that God works in “all things” for our good.  Did you hear those two words “all things”?  That means God is working for our good even when our life is in chaos and God allows us to experience suffering, pain and loss.  You’re not an afterthought!  That means you are foremost in God’s mind even during times of stress, suffering and death.

     To help us understand this blessed Truth, I will now examine the rest of our second reading for today.  Simply put, Paul is teaching us that God had a plan for us that spans all eternity.  You’re not an afterthought!  You’re not some meaningless speck of dust floating in a cold, cruel universe.  Listen to how special you are to God!

     First, Paul says that God “foreknew” you.  What does this mean?  Well, it means that God knew about you before the creation of the world – before you ever existed.  But it also means MORE than that.  God didn’t simply know ABOUT you as we know about some bit of information.  God foreknew you in a personal and intimate way.  God foreknew you in the sense that He longed to have a loving, eternal relationship with you.  God “foreknew” you in the way you “know” someone you deeply love – except that God’s love for you is beyond any love we have for others.
     Second, Paul says that the God who foreknew you also “predestined” you.  What does this mean?  It means that God reached out from eternity and chose you to be His own now and forever.  Paul writes about this fact in Ephesians 1:4-5, which reads:  “4 For [God] chose us in [Christ] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love  5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will…”
     There you have it!  God has predestined you to be His child.  In fact, He predestined you “in Christ” which means that before you existed God knew that you would be born a sinner in need of a Savior.  From all eternity God planned to send His Son for you.

     In fact, the really Good News is that God has predestined EVERY person.  For example, in John chapter 3 God says that He sent Jesus because He loved the world.  In I John chapter 2 we’re told that Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the entire world.  Also, in I Timothy chapter 2 we’re told that God wants ALL people to be saved.

     Now, at this point we need to recognize that God is under no obligation to save us.  God doesn’t have to be “fair”.  We don’t write God’s job description.  God could damn us all and we couldn’t say anything about it.  However, the Good News is that God has chosen to save us sinners.  In fact, God makes it clear that He wants ALL to be saved.

     In addition, God does 100% of the work of salvation – including producing repentance and faith in our hearts.  You see, apart from the Holy Spirit changing our hearts through God’s Word we would not be able to repent or trust in Christ.

     For example, listen to Romans 8:6-8, which reads: “6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;  7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.  8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.”  In addition, listen to what Paul writes in I Corinthians 2:14 – “14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
     So, there we have it!  God wants all to be saved and He is the one who does the saving.  Of course, that leads to a question:  “If God wants all to be saved and He is the one who does all the work of salvation, then why are some people NOT saved?  Why are some going to Hell?”  Well, God gives us an answer that doesn’t make sense to us.  

     Simply put, if you’re saved it’s because God predestined you and He gets all the glory.  If you’re damned it’s because you rejected God’s predestination.  But we sinners don’t like these mysteries, and so we reject God’s Word and trust our own ideas.

     For example, some teach that the reason some people are not saved is that God actually predestines some to go to Hell.  God only wanted to save some.  Christ only died for some.  This false teaching is known as DOUBLE predestination.  

     Now, this teaching is appealing because it seems to explain why some are going to Hell.  There’s only one problem.  Scripture doesn’t teach this!  God does not predestine to Hell.  God only predestines to salvation.  God wants ALL to be saved!

     Another way others try to solve the mystery is to teach that God does not do all the work of salvation.  In other words, salvation depends on the “free will” of human beings.  God doesn’t’ choose us; WE choose Him!  So, if you’re damned, it’s your fault.  But if you’re saved, you get the final credit because you exercised your “free will” and chose God.  

     There’s only one problem.  We sinners don’t have a “free will”.  God teaches we are in bondage to unbelief and rebellion.  Left to ourselves, we would ALWAYS choose to reject God.  God doesn’t save us because we choose to believe.  No!  We believe because God chose to save us.  Salvation is 100% God’s work.

     Therefore, all we can do is trust the blessed mystery of God!  If you trust in Christ it is because God foreknew you and predestined you in Christ.  However, if you do not trust in Christ, it is because you have rejected God’s plan for you.  So, don’t blame God if you end up in Hell!

     Well, what have we learned so far?  God foreknew you AND He predestined you.  Third, Paul says that God “called” you.  What does this mean?  It means that the God who predestined you in the PAST before you existed actually claimed you as His own in the PRESENT.  This happened when God worked through His “means of grace” to give you the blessings of Christ and make you His own.

     One way that God called you was in the waters of Holy Baptism.  Scripture is full of examples of how God uses Baptism to bring us Christ’s mercy and life.  Listen to what Peter says about God “calling” us in Baptism -- in Acts chapter 2 we read:  38“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 The promise is for you and your children and for all whom the Lord our God will call .”

     Another way God “calls” you is through His proclaimed Word.  The Spirit works through preaching to convict you of sin and give you faith in Christ.  Listen to what Paul writes about this in Ephesians chapter 1:  “13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.”

     Finally, God also “calls” you when He invites Baptized believers to receive His own Body and Blood in the Lord’s Supper.  As Jesus said:  “Take, eat.  This is my Body for you.  Take, drink.  This is my Blood for you.”

     So, the God who foreknew you also predestined you in the PAST and called you to be His own in the PRESENT.  In addition, the God who called you also “justified” you.  Now, that word “justified” actually has to do with the FUTURE.  

     Simply put, the word “justified” points to God’s courtroom on the final day when He will judge all people.  Those who have been saved by Christ will be “justified”, that is, “declared innocent” by God.

     Therefore, when God calls you in the PRESENT He also justifies you in the PRESENT – and this assures you that your FUTURE is secure because God has already planned for your FUTURE in Christ.  In other words, you’re not an afterthought!

     Finally, the God who foreknew you, predestined you, called you and justified you will also “glorify” you.  On the final day when God declares you to be innocent in Christ you will then spend eternity in God’s glory.  What does this mean?  Simply put, God will praise you and adore you and cherish you for all eternity.  He won’t do this because you deserve it.  No!  God will glorify you for all eternity because that was part of His plan from the very beginning.  As Paul writes in Romans ch. 5:  “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God!”

     In closing, what has God taught us today?  

     First, we must repent of the times we doubt God’s love for us, as though we are nothing more than an afterthought in His mind.  We are all guilty of doubting God’s love for us.  In fact, we’re the ones who are guilty of making God an afterthought in our lives.  But Christ died for these sins, too.  Christ hung on the Cross for you even though He knew He was nothing more than an afterthought in your mind.  Christ has always remembered you!

     The second thing God wants you to remember is this:  YOU ARE NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT!  When you look up at the stars at night remember that God placed them there so you could have light in the darkness.  God created the universe for YOU!  You were on God’s mind before He ever said “Let there be…”  

     Never forget these words of Paul:  “29 For those God foreknew he also predestined… 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”  YOU’RE NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT!  Amen!

