                                          6/26/05 Sermon:    “By No Means!”

                                 ( Texts:  Jeremiah 28:5-9; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:34-42 )

**************************************************************************************
     Last Sunday the sermon was based on the Gospel reading from Matthew.  Today the Sermon will be based on our Epistle reading from Romans chapter 6.  Actually, for the next several Sundays the sermons will be base on our Epistle readings from the book of Romans.  You could say that you can look forward to a sermon series on the last ½ of the book of Romans.

     As I noted at the beginning of the Service, today’s sermon title is “By No Means!”  That English phrase translates the Greek phrase “ (( ((((((( “ – which literally translated is  “May it never happen!”  Our English version translates it “By no means!”  Of course, you could also say “No way, Jose!” or “When pigs fly!” or when hell freezes over!”

     The point is, Paul is stressing that there is something that is simply impossible.  What is this “something” that is simply impossible?  Listen to the first two verses of Romans chapter 6:

“What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means!  We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?”

     Now, if we want to understand what Paul is trying to teach us, we need to hear what he writes immediately before this.  Listen to these words from Romans 5:20:  “The Law was added so that the trespass might increase.  But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…”  Let’s briefly examine these words.

     First, Paul says that God added the Law so that sin might increase.  The “Law” refers to the 10 Commandments in particular and any command from God in general.  Simply put, God’s Law shows us the good we ought to do and the evil we ought to avoid.  However, the Law cannot lead us into life with God.  Why?  Because we are sinners!  We either rebel against God’s Law or we obey it for the wrong reasons.

     That leads to a question.  If God’s Law cannot make us better people and give us eternal life with Him, then why did God give us His Law?  Paul says that the Law was added so that sin might increase.  In other words, God gave us His Law to show us how sinful we really are.  Not only does the Law expose the evil we do and the good we fail to do.  The Law shows us that we are by nature God’s enemies.  We don’t love Him or trust Him.

     For example, if you tell a 2 year old child “Don’t climb on that chair”, what will that child do?  Climb on the chair!  If you tell a two year old child “Share your toys”, what will that child say?  “No!”  Well, we must face the fact that we are spiritual 2 year olds!  We think the world revolves around us and that God exits to meet our every need.  Such an evil attitude deserves God’s wrath, and God’s Word of Law shows us this.

     However, God chose to do the unbelievable.  God has not left us under the condemnation of His Law.  Listen to Paul’s words again:  “But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…”  Simply put, we can’t “out sin” God’s grace.  When our sin gets “this high” God’s grace gets even higher.  Jesus’ life, death and resurrection for us are higher, deeper and wider than all the sin of all the sinners of all times and places combined.

     With that understood, let’s hear the first verse of Romans chapter 6:  “What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Why does Paul ask that question?  Because he wants us to see the kind of question our sinful nature asks when it hears the Gospel.  Simply put, if you have rejected the Holy Spirit and you do not believe the Gospel, then this is the only question you will ask when you hear the Gospel.

     You see, the Gospel is not merely the Good News that we are forgiven.  The Gospel is also the Good News that we are new people.  Listen to what Paul writes in II Corinthians chapter 5:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone the new has come…God made [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”

     But what if you refuse to believe that you are a new creation?  What if you refuse to believe that Christ has given you a new life?  Then you will continue to live as God’s enemy and you will have no love for Him nor will you respect His will.  Unbelievers respond to the Gospel by saying:  “If God wants to forgive me, I’ll give Him every chance to do so!”  In other words:  “Shall we go on sinning that grace might increase?”  Our sinful nature says:  “Yes!  Let’s go for it!”
     But such a response is impossible for you.  Why?  Listen to what Paul says about you in our Epistle reading:  “You died to sin; how can you live in it any longer?”  Paul says you “died to sin”.  How and when did that happen to you?  Listen to what Paul writes next:  “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”

     Did you hear that?  God performed a miracle in you when you were Baptized!  In Baptism you were joined to Christ’s death and resurrection with the result that your sinful nature was pushed under the water and out from the water rose up the new you.  You have been “born again” by water and the Spirit.  You have been given a new heart that despises sin and loves the Lord.  So when you hear that question “Shall we go on sinning that grace might increase?” you respond:  “(( ((((((( “ that is,  “By No Means!”
     Therefore, if you refuse to believe that what Christ has done for you is true, then what I’ve been saying will mean nothing to you.  But if you believe God’s Law – that you are a sinner who deserves God’s wrath; if you believe God’s Gospel –

That Christ has taken away the guilt of your sin and has given you new life as God’s Child, then what I have been saying means everything to you.

     God has given you repentance and faith in Christ, and as a believer you live each day by the power of your Baptism.  Remember what Martin Luther wrote about the significance of Baptism in his Small Catechism?  Listen:  “Baptism signifies that the sinful nature in us should, by daily contrition and repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts and, again, a new person daily come forth and arise, who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”

     Simply put, you still have a sinful nature and your sinful nature wants to take advantage of God’s grace and live as it pleases.  But you are also a new creation in Christ.  You have been given a new nature.  You have been raise with Christ in Baptism.  Therefore, you want to live a new life.  God’s grace moves you to turn from sin and conform your life to His will.

     And so, when the devil says to you “Go ahead and sin, God’s grace will protect you”, the Holy Spirit will move you to say:  

“ (( ((((((( “ , that is, “By No Means!  I’m Baptized!  I’m forgiven!  I’m a new creation!  I’m God’s child!”  Amen!

