“Facts in Acts”  ( 18 part sermon series on Book of Acts )
05/24/09  Sermon # 3:   “Scripture fulfilled!”  

( Text:  Acts 3:1-26 )

************************************************************************

     I wonder if attendance at our Services would increase if I publicized that I had the power to heal people of any physical affliction.  Imagine if I touched people and said “In Jesus’ name, be healed!” and then the blind would see, the deaf would hear, the paralyzed would walk and those with cancer would get a clean bill of health from their doctors.
     If I could do such things, I promise you that we’d have to meet in the civic center – and even then we probably would not have enough space for all the people who would want to attend.

     Today I continue with sermon #3 in my 18 part sermon series entitled “Facts in Acts.”  In our reading from Acts chapter 3 we heard about an amazing fact!  The Apostle Peter comes across an adult man who had been crippled from birth.  Peter says to him:  “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give to you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  You remember what happened.  The man was healed!  Luke then records how the people responded:  “…all the people were astonished and came running to them…”
     So, why aren’t people running to Church services today?  Maybe we’re not giving them what they need.  Maybe I should start performing miracles and healing people of their physical problems.  Then people would flock to Concordia by the thousands!  Then people would take God seriously!

     Is that how we’re supposed to interpret Acts chapter 3?  Are these facts about healing miracles the most important message that Scripture has to teach us today?  If that’s true, then we have a problem.

     First of all, I don’t have the power to heal people of their physical afflictions.  Sorry.  God hasn’t given me that gift.  In fact, even Jesus’ Apostles were not able to heal people any time they wanted.  They could only heal people when God allowed them to do so.  So, if the most important message Scripture has for us today is how we can receive physical healing, then I guess Concordia has been left out and we are not receiving God’s best.

     In fact, there’s a lot of people I know who continue to suffer from various physical problems even though they’ve asked God for a miracle.  Some try to explain this fact by saying:  “Well, they just don’t have enough faith.  They don’t really believe God can heal them.”  Others will say:  “They must be guilty of some terrible sin.  That’s why God hasn’t healed them.”
     My friends, this is theological hogwash!  In fact, this kind of teaching is simply evil!  I’d like those people to say such things to a woman known as Joni Eareckson Tada.  Raise your hand if you know of whom I speak.

     In 1967 Joni dove head first into a pond – not realizing how shallow it was.  She broke her neck, and since that time she has spent her life in a wheel chair – paralyzed from the neck down.  Joni prayed to God and asked Him to heal her.  But she remains in her wheel chair to this day.

     So, is Joni’s problem that she doesn’t really believe that God can heal people?  No.  Joni believes that Scripture is God’s Word and she believes that the miracle we heard about in Acts chapter 3 is a fact.  So, is Joni’s problem that she is guilty of some horrible sin that makes her unworthy of a healing miracle?  If that’s what you think, then shame on you!  The fact is that we are ALL unworthy sinners and none of us deserve anything from God except his eternal wrath.  We’re just as sinful as Joni.
     Honestly, I don’t know why God has not healed Joni.  Nor do I understand why God has not healed countless other sincere Christians who suffer from various afflictions – including many members of Concordia who suffer in various ways.  

     However, what I can tell you is that God promises to work through our suffering and pain to strengthen our faith in Christ and to give us opportunities to witness to others about the salvation we have been given.  For example, God has used Joni’s faithful witness to Jesus over the years to touch the lives of many people.  
     But if what I’m saying is true, then what are we to make of the fact that Peter healed that crippled man?  We heard about this fact in our reading from Acts chapter 3.  Peter said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  Then the man got up and walked!  What’s God trying to teach us today?

     As we examine Acts chapter 3 we will discover that Scripture has been fulfilled in the Person and Work of Jesus.  That’s right!  The most important message of Scripture is about Jesus and the healing He gives us through His death and resurrection.  
     Now, when I say “healing” I do not merely mean physical healing – although we believers will receive full physical healing when Christ returns and raises our bodies from the dust of the ground.  Instead, when I say that Jesus gives us “healing” I’m talking about the “healing” we need most of all:  THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS!
     For example, when the people witnessed the healing miracle that Peter performed they couldn’t run to him fast enough.  Why?  The reason is that they wanted more of the same!  “Peter, could you heal my blind daughter?” “Peter, could you heal my crippled wife?”  “Peter, could you heal my deaf mother?”  “Peter, could heal my sore back?”  These were their felt needs, and they wanted Peter to meet those felt needs.

     But instead of giving the people what they want, Peter gives them this sermon:  “Men of Israel, why does this surprise you?  Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorfied his servant Jesus.  You handed him over to be killed, and disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you.  You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead.  We are witnesses of this.  By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong.  It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.  Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders.  But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,…”
     Wow!  You know, some people would accuse Peter of being an insensitive brute.  People come to Peter for physical healing, but he tells them to repent of their sins and trust in Jesus for forgiveness.  But the fact is that Peter said what he did because he loved them and he wanted them to receive the “healing” that they truly needed.  Now, how does the physical healing miracle that Peter performed for the crippled man fit in with all of this?  

     First, we all know that Jesus performed various healing miracles during His earthly ministry.  These miracles were God’s sign that Jesus was the promised Savior who had come to give us an even greater “healing” – the forgiveness of sins and the assurance of God’s love.
     Please understand!  I’m not saying that God doesn’t care about our physical problems.  But you must remember that God Himself has given us the curse of physical suffering and death to remind us that we are sinners who need a Savior.

     Therefore, even though God does care about our physical needs and even though God gives us many physical blessings that we don’t deserve, the fact is that all these physical blessings from God do us no good if we do not repent of our sins and trust in Jesus for the forgiveness we so desperately need.

     Now we can begin to understand why Jesus’ Apostles also performed physical healing miracles from time to time.  God allowed Peter and the other Apostles to perform such miracles as a sign that they were the representatives of Jesus.  In other words, God used the Apostles to lay down the foundation of teaching about Jesus’ person and work for generations to come.  We have their witness in the New Testament Scriptures!  Once the Apostles finished their work, the need for miracles came to an end.  Simply put, the most important “Facts in Acts” are not the healing miracles but the Apostles’ sermons about Jesus!
     With that said, I’m not suggesting that God can’t perform healing miracles today.  What I am saying is that the real miracle is the fact that we sinners can receive forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life with God through faith in Jesus.

Therefore, if we focus only on the healing miracles and fail to hear the Apostles’ sermons about repentance and the forgiveness of sins, then we’re missing the whole point.

     Sadly, many people today are missing the point.  Many today view God as a genie in a lamp who exists merely to grant us our wishes.  People see no need for church Services unless they hear what they want to hear and can benefit in some physical way.  No wonder many people see no need for Church Services, because the devil has duped us into thinking that we don’t need to hear about our sins and the forgiveness that only Jesus can give us.

     The Good News is that God has brought you here today so that you can receive the greatest healing in the universe:  THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE IN GOD’S LOVE.  If the people of this world truly understood what we have to offer here at Concordia, we couldn’t build a stadium big enough to fit all those who would attend.  

     The problem is that most people in this world don’t know what they really need.  Therefore, God sends us believers out into the world with the message they need to hear.  In Luke chapter 24 we hear these words of Jesus:  “This is what is written:  The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.”
     With that said, let’s go back to our reading from Acts chapter 3.  After Peter stresses that we can have forgiveness of sins NOW through faith in Jesus, He then stresses that this same Jesus will return one day.  That’s right!  The forgiveness of sins that Jesus gives us NOW points us forward to His FUTURE return on the Final Day.  On that day we will receive full physical healing when He raises our bodies – sinless and glorified.  We will then live forever with God in the New Creation He will make for us on that Final Day.

     After Peter says this, he then stresses that all of Holy Scripture is fulfilled in Jesus and all that He has done for us sinners.  Peter quotes from Moses who wrote about the coming of Jesus.  Moses clearly states that those who believe Jesus’ words will be saved, and those who reject Jesus’ words will be cut off from God’s people.

     You must understand.  God does not want any person to be cut off from His people.  But this must happen for those who refuse to listen to Jesus.  Think about it.  If people don’t want to hear Jesus’ words in this life, why would they want to spend eternity with Him?  Sadly, those who end up in hell will get what they want – eternal separation from God where they will never have to hear His Word again.

     The Good News is that this does not have to be your fate.  God wants you to spend eternity in His love.  That was His plan from the beginning.  That’s why you’re here today - listening to Jesus’ words.  God has saved you.  God has convicted you of your sins against Him, and He has brought you to faith in His Son, Jesus – your Lord and Savior.
     The words that Peter spoke to the people back then also apply to you:  “When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.”  God has saved you and me from our wicked ways.  God has given us new hearts that grieve over the sin in our lives.  God has given us new hearts that rejoice in the forgiveness and eternal life we have in Jesus.

     You are here today because you know that in this place God gives you the message about the greatest healing miracle available:  the good news of forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life through faith in Jesus.
     One day Jesus will return and He will restore everything.  Until that day, rejoice in the times of refreshing you have now through faith in Jesus.  No matter what you face in this life, you can be refreshed by the fact that Scripture has been fulfilled!  Jesus died for your sins and conquered death for you.  Your sins are forgiven and you have the hope of eternal life in God’s love.  Amen!
