5/03/09  Sermon:  “ Jesus is the Answer! ”

( based on Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” )

**************************************************************************************
     “Jesus is the Answer!”  With that said, I would like you to turn to page 329 in the front part of the hymnal where you will find a document written by Martin Luther entitled:  “Christian Questions with Their Answers.”  Martin Luther wrote this for Christians so they could review the basic teachings of God’s Word and thereby receive the answers that we need to know.  
     In fact, only Christians can give sincere answers to these questions that Luther asks.  If you are an unbeliever who does not accept God’s Word, then the answers to these questions will not be your answers.  However, if the Holy Spirit opens your heart to believe God’s Word, then these answers will be your answers.
     With that said, please follow along with me as we briefly examine this document and thereby receive God’s answers to the most important questions any person can ask.  I will read the question, and then I want you to respond by reading the answer out loud.
     After reading each question and answer I will give a brief commentary (printed below).  
QUESTION # 1
     To be a sinner means that you do not love God and you do not trust His Word.  Therefore, you rebel against His will for your life.  We would never come to this conclusion about ourselves on our own.  Instead, we Christians believe that we are sinners by nature because God’s Word says that we are.  That leads to the next question.
QUESTION # 2
     We find the 10 Commandments in Holy Scripture.  The 10 Commandments show us what a perfect human life should look like.  We should reject the evil God condemns and joyfully do the good things God expects of us.  There’s only one problem.  WE DON’T!  We do the evil God forbids and we fail to do the good that God commands.

     However, lest we foolishly think that we have obeyed God’s Commandments, we must understand that the Commandments do not only condemn our actions – they also condemn our words, our thoughts and even our desires.  Jesus taught that lust is the same as adultery and hatred the same as murder.  
     In fact, if we break even 1 commandment we show that we don’t love God and we don’t trust Him.  In James chapter 2 we read:  “…whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”
     Sadly, many people wrongly think that God gave us the 10 Commandments so that we could earn His love and blessings by our good behavior.  But the truth is that God gave us the 10 Commandments to show us that we are guilty of being His enemies and that deserve nothing but His wrath.  As it says in Romans chapter 3:  “…no one will be declared righteousness in [God’s] sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”  That leads to the next question.
QUESTION # 3
     Only Christians can be sorry for their sins because only Christians feel sorrow over the fact that they have broken the heart of the God who loves them.  Unless God gives us new hearts that love Him and trust Him, we will care nothing for God.  Instead, unbelievers are comfortable with their sin and feel bad only when they have to suffer the consequences for their evil actions.  It’s like a person who gets caught breaking the law and says:  “I’m sorry I have to go to jail.”  In contrast, Christians are grieved that we have rebelled against the God who loves us.

QUESTION #4
     We Christians agree with God’s Word that we deserve nothing but God’s present and eternal wrath.  As it says in Ephesians chapter 2:  “…we were by nature objects of wrath.”  In our reading from Colossians it lists various sins, and then it says:  “Because of these the wrath of God is coming.”  You see, God is Holy and Just.  God MUST punish sinners and give us what we deserve.  However, God is also LOVE.  Therefore, God has provided a way for us to be saved from His wrath that we deserve!
QUESTION # 5
     We Christians do not have to fear the wrath of God, even though we deserve it.  We believe that God forgives our sins NOW and that in the FUTRURE we can look forward to the resurrection of the body and everlasting life in God’s love.  But if we are by nature objects of God’s wrath, why do we believe that we have this salvation?

QUESTION # 6
     There you have it!  “Jesus is the Answer!”  The Lord Jesus Christ is the One who makes our salvation possible.  Therefore, we trust in Him.  But who is this “Lord Jesus Christ?”  There are many opinions about Jesus today – ALL of them WRONG!  If you have the wrong Jesus, you can’t be saved!  Only God’s Word gives us the Truth about Jesus.

QUESTION # 7
     Scripture teaches that Jesus is God’s Son.  Jesus is God’s Son from all eternity, but He took on human flesh when He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary – as God’s Word teaches us.  So, we believe that Jesus is God in human flesh.

QUESTION # 8
     There’s only ONE God.  Scripture clearly teaches this.  However, Scripture also teaches that this ONE God exists as THREE persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We believe this about God because this is how He has revealed Himself to us.  All other talk about God and His identity is false – which is why there are so many false gods in this world.  People make up their own ideas about God to suit their fancy rather than believing what God says about Himself.  The One God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  That is why Jesus told us to baptize in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
QUESTION # 9
     What did Christ do to save us?  Simply put, He suffered God’s wrath in our place.  Jesus took our sins to the cross and suffered the punishment we deserve – and so God’s wrath has been satisfied.  Those who repent of their sin and trust in Jesus are saved from God’s wrath and have salvation.  

     However, those who cling to their sin and see no need for Jesus – such as these remain under God’s wrath.  As Jesus Himself once said:  “…whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”  However, when the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin and brings you to faith in Jesus, you can be sure that you are forgiven and have eternal life in God’s love.  As it says in 1st John chapter 4:  “This is love:  not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

QUESTION # 10
     The Father did not die for us, but He sent His only Son to die for us.  This fact shows the Father’s love for us all the more.  There are many fathers here today.  I ask you:  “What would be more painful for you?  Dying on a cross yourself or having to watch one of your children die on a cross?”  I think most fathers would agree with me that I’d rather die on a cross myself than watch one of my children suffer and die like that.  Therefore, to prove His love for us the Father gave His own Son to the cross to save us.

QUESTION # 11
     We know this truth about Christ’s death for us because 1) God’s Word says it is true, and 2) we receive Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper – His Body and Blood given and shed for us.

QUESTION # 12
     The Lord’s Supper is not some human ritual invented by men.  No!  The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ Himself for the benefit of those who repent of their sin and trust in Him for salvation.

QUESTION # 13
     You see, the Lord’s Supper is so much more than just a picture of what Jesus did for us in the past.  We believe that the Lord’s Supper is a miracle whereby we receive the very body and blood of Jesus in the bread and wine.  Now, why do we believe this?

QUESTION # 14
     To be a Christian means that you trust God’s Word. Jesus Himself teaches that He gives us His Body in the bread and His blood in the wine to assure us that we are forgiven and that He dwells within us.  In 1st Corinthians chapter 10 the Apostle Paul explains the meaning of Jesus’ words about the Lord’s Supper.  Paul writes:  “Is not the cup … a participation in the blood of Christ? … is not the bread … a participation in the body of Christ?”
QUESTION # 15
     When we receive the Lord’s Supper we are eating and drinking the Body and Blood of the resurrected and living Jesus who died on the cross for our sins.  Therefore, when we receive Christ’s Body and Blood in the PRESENT we thereby remember His death for us in the PAST and rejoice in the fact that He will return again in the FUTURE, as He promised.  In 1st Corinthians chapter 11 Paul writes:  “…whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”

QUESTION # 16
     Simply put, the Lord’s Supper is for baptized Christians who have been instructed by God’s Word so that they know WHO Jesus is and WHAT He did to save us from the wrath of God that we deserve because of our sins.

QUESTION # 17
     God was under no obligation to save us sinners.  But He chose to love us anyway, because that’s the kind of God He is.  He chose to love us even though it meant sacrificing His Son.  The cross is the ultimate sign of God’s love for us!

QUESTION # 18
     We receive the Lord’s Supper so that 1) we may be assured that we are forgiven for Christ’s sake, and that 2) we might receive the desire and the strength to live according to God’s will – loving God and others as we strive to obey God’s Commandments.
QUESTION # 19
     Christians should receive the Lord’s Supper often because 1) Christ wants us to do this, and 2) we desperately need this gift!

QUESTION # 20
     Why does Luther end his document with these words?  Martin Luther understood very well that the devil would do all He could to tempt us into thinking that we don’t really need God and His Word – much less His Holy Supper.

     As I explained to our youth who will be confirmed today, I don’t want them to become another statistic.  Many youth who are confirmed stop going to Church altogether.  In some cases, they are simply following the poor examples of other adults – some of those adults might even be their own parents.

     Therefore, Luther writes these words for every one of us lest we be tempted to think that Church and the Lord’s Supper is for other people who are not as sinful as we are.  No!  We are ALL sinners and Jesus is the ONLY answer to our problem of sin and death.  We attend Church, hear and read God’s Word, and receive the Lord’s Supper because we know that Jesus is the Answer and we can’t get by without Him and His salvation for one second.

     As I said to our youth who are being Confirmed today: Confirmation is NOT Graduation.  Instead, Confirmation is their chance to rejoice in the fact that God adopted them in Holy Baptism and gave them parents who raised them in God’s Word.    

Today they will receive the Lord’s Supper, and they have the joy of knowing that they get to continue to grow in God’s Word and receive His gifts the rest of their lives.

     In fact, today God is calling ALL of us to rejoice in the salvation that only Jesus can give us because “Jesus is the Answer!”  
Amen!

Amen!

