    4/30/06 SERMON:  “ The Resurrection and Scripture ”
                ( Acts 4:8-12; 1st John 1:1-2:2; Luke 24:36-49 )

*****************************************************************
     Last Sunday the Sermon title was:  “The Resurrection and Faith.”  What did we learn from God’s Word last Sunday?  In last Sunday’s reading from John chapter 20 we heard about the time the risen Jesus appeared to 10 of His apostles – minus Thomas, who was not there.

     Later on, the 10 apostles said to Thomas:  “We have see the Lord!”  But Thomas responded:  “Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand in His side, I will not believe it.”
     What did we learn from that text of Scripture?  We learned that each one of us is sometimes guilty of being a “doubting Thomas.”  In our modern culture we are tempted to believe ONLY those things we can touch and see.  As a result, things like “God’s Son dying on the cross for our sins” and “God’s Son rising from the dead” are relegated to the realm of fairy tales.

      But we modern humans are so inconsistent!  Last Sunday I also pointed out that we believe in MANY things that we can’t touch or see for ourselves.  Why do we believe in these things?  Because we trust someone’s word.  We believe what other humans tell us.  We have faith in their testimony!

     Isn’t that interesting?  We are willing to believe the testimony of sinful humans whose knowledge is limited, who are often wrong and who sometimes deliberately deceive us.  Yet we are tempted to doubt the testimony of God Whose knowledge is infinite, Who is always right and Who always speaks the Truth.

     That’s why the apostle John wrote what he did in last Sunday’s Epistle reading from 1st John chapter 5:  John writes:  “We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which He has given about His Son.”  Last Sunday’s Gospel reading also told us that Jesus later appeared to Thomas and allowed Thomas to see Him and touch Him.  Then Thomas said:  “My Lord and my God!”  But Jesus was not pleased with Thomas’ confession.  Why not?  Because Jesus knew that Thomas’ faith was based on human reason and senses.
     Jesus knew that Thomas would always be looking for more proof and would never be satisfied.  So, Jesus spoke this loving rebuke to Thomas:  “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  Simply put, we are blessed if we trust God’s Word!
     Now we’re ready to get into today’s sermon topic.  Today’s sermon title is:  “The Resurrection and Scripture.”  You see, we believe that Jesus is God’s eternal Son who was born of the Virgin Mary, died on the cross in our place of damnation, then rose from the dead, later ascended to His father and will return one day in power for all to see.  We believe this because we accept God’s testimony which has been given to us as Holy Scripture!
     When Jesus says “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” He is NOT asking us to have blind faith that is based on a mere desire for something to be true.  God is NOT asking us to believe in a fairy tale!  Instead, Jesus is telling us to trust His Word, Holy Scripture, which is the testimony of God Himself!

     Our Gospel reading for today is from Luke chapter 24.  Jesus had recently risen from the dead but had not yet appeared to any of His followers.  However, some of the women who had followed Jesus during His ministry had an awesome experience.  

     Listen carefully as I read about this event from Luke 24:1-8, “On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.     2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead?  6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  7 “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.” ‘  8 Then they remembered his words.”
     Did you hear what the angels said to the women?  “Remember how He told you!”  You see, on several occasions during His ministry Jesus told His followers in advance that He would die for their sins and then later come back to life!  But some forgot what He said and others simply doubted His Words.

     Now we’re ready to examine our Gospel reading for today.  Two of Jesus’ disciples were walking on a road.  They were talking about Jesus’ death.  They maybe even recalled how Jesus had told them that He would rise from the dead on the 3rd day after His crucifixion.  But they were very sad.  Why?  They doubted God’s Word and trusted their own reason and senses.

     Not only were they unwilling to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead.  They were also unwilling to believe that Jesus’ death was part of God’s plan to save them from their sins.  Instead, they thought Jesus’ death was a tragic accident.  

     They wanted Jesus to stay alive and use His power to conquer the Romans who were occupying Jerusalem.  Therefore, they not only refused to believe what Jesus’ had told them about His resurrection.  They also refused to accept what Jesus had told them about His death.

     Well, while these two disciples were walking, talking and doubting God’s Word, Jesus appeared to them.  But we’re told that Jesus kept them from recognizing Him.  Why would Jesus do this?  If they could see Him and touch Him they would believe, right?  Wrong!  Jesus knew that faith based on human reason and senses is not true faith at all.

     So, what does Jesus do?  Listen to this part of our Gospel reading again:  “He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!      26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’  27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”
     Now, even at this point Jesus would not allow them to recognize Him.  Jesus wanted His words to sink in.  Jesus wanted them to believe the Scriptures which teach that Jesus would die for our sin and then rise from the dead.  Jesus wanted them to believe God’s testimony.  Jesus wanted them to trust God’s Word.

     Later that evening Jesus gave them Holy Communion, and in that moment they were allowed to recognize Jesus.  But then He vanished!  Why?  Jesus wanted them to trust God’s Word.  How did they react?  Luke writes:  “They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’”  They now believed the Scriptures!
     Those two disciples then went to Jerusalem and told the others the same thing the women had told them earlier – that Jesus was alive!  But some still doubted.  Why?  They either forgot what Jesus had told them OR they refused to believe His Words.  

     But then Jesus suddenly appeared to them all.  Listen to what Jesus said to them.  Luke writes:  “Jesus said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’ 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  46 He told them, ‘This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,  47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.        48 You are witnesses of these things.’ “  Now, how does all this apply to us?
     First, we need to repent of our sin.  Sometimes we have doubts because we don’t even know what the Bible teaches.  The Lutheran Church has this slogan:  “Scripture alone!”  This means that all we believe comes from Holy Scripture alone!  Yet many Lutherans have never read the whole Bible even once!  In addition, Many Lutherans don’t attend Bible class even though they have the opportunity.  

     My friends, if we don’t know what God’s Word teaches then we can’t believe it, can we?  Most us have no excuse for our refusal to read God’s Word and study with other Christians.

     However, even if you have read the whole Bible one or more times, maybe you are not sure if you believe it.  Let’s face it!  We all struggle with this sin.  God’s Word doesn’t fit in with our reason and senses.  We can’t imagine that our sin is so bad that it would take the death of God’s Son to deal with it.  We can’t imagine that Jesus could rise from dead because we don’t see such things happening today.  So, even when we DO know what Scripture says we are tempted to doubt it.  We must repent!
     But the good news from Holy Scripture is that our sin of failing to study God’s Word and our sin of doubting God’s Word has been forgiven!  Jesus died on the Cross for ALL our sins – including the times we fail to read and study God’s Word; including the times we doubt what Holy Scripture teaches us.
     God has used His Word this morning to convict you of sin and give you repentance.  But God has also used His Word to assure you that Jesus has saved you from the damnation you deserve.  Scripture teaches that Jesus came into this world to die in your place of damnation and then conquer death for you so that you could live now and for all eternity as God’s dearly loved child.

     In fact, God has given you new hearts!  God has given you new hearts that long to hear, read and study God’s Word.  God has given you new hearts that believe God’s Word when you hear, read and study it.  
     Even though our sinful hearts will always lead us to have doubts, God will overcome our doubts with His Word of Truth.  As He opens the Scriptures to us and shows us how they are fulfilled in Jesus, our hearts will begin to burn with a passion for God’s Word and we will long to hear it, read it and study it.  
     Jesus is Risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!  We can be sure about this because we have God’s Word on it.  The Holy Spirit has given us new hearts that believe what Holy Scripture teaches us!  As we heard from Jesus Himself in our Gospel reading:  “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,  47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things.”
     Did you hear those final words?  “You are witnesses of these things.”  Just as Christ used His disciples to proclaim His Word to others, Christ will use us modern day believers -- you and me -- to continue His mission in this world.  God will use us to give people repentance and the forgiveness of sins as we proclaim the teaching of Scripture about Jesus.  Glory to His Name!  Amen.
