4/18/10 SERMON:  “ It is the Lord! ”
( 1st Corinthians 15:1-8; 1st Peter 1:3-9; John 21:1-14 )

*****************************************************************

     Last Sunday’s Gospel reading was from John chapter 20, and we heard how the resurrected Jesus appeared His disciples.

     The FIRST time Jesus appeared to them they were cowering behind locked doors – fearing that the same people who killed Jesus would also kill them.  The only disciple not present at that time was Thomas.  Now, even though the doors were locked, Jesus suddenly appeared to them and said:  “Peace be with you!”  

     To say that the disciples were excited to see Jesus alive would be an understatement.  In fact, the next time they saw Thomas they said to him:  “We have seen the Lord!”  If you were here last Sunday you will recall that Thomas refused to believe his fellow apostles.  He insisted that he would not believe unless he could see and touch Jesus for himself.

     Well, a week later Jesus appears to his disciples for the SECOND time after His resurrection – and this time Thomas WAS there!  Jesus said to Thomas:  “Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.”  Thomas responded:  “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus then said:  “Because you have seen me, you have believed.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

     Now, as we learned last Sunday, Jesus is NOT saying that anything we choose to believe is true and real.  Instead, Jesus is talking about people who believe His WORDS.  Jesus had told His disciples ahead of time that He would die for their sins and then rise from the dead on the third day.  Jesus wanted them to trust His Word, just as Jesus wants US to trust His Word.

     And thanks be to God!  We have Jesus’ Word in Holy Scripture!  As we heard at the end of last Sunday’s Gospel reading:  “…these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.”  
     But let’s be honest.  We can’t help but wish that we could have some contact with Jesus still today.  We wish we could be assured that Jesus is really and truly with us.  Sometimes our Lord seems so distant – especially during times of suffering and trial.  How can we be sure that Jesus is truly with us? 
     Our Gospel reading begins with these words:  “Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias.”  Here John tells us about the THIRD time the resurrected Jesus appears to His disciples.  
     John says some of the disciples were fishing on the Sea of Tiberias, which was several miles north of Jerusalem in Galilee.  If you read the end of Matthew’s Gospel you will learn that the resurrected Jesus told His disciples to meet Him in Galilee.  So, even though they had already seen the resurrected Jesus twice in Jerusalem, they obey their Lord and go north to Galilee.

      But while they are there they get tired of waiting for Jesus.  So, they decide to go fishing.  But things don’t go too well.  Even though they fished all night, they caught nothing.  Some of you fisherman here today can relate to that, I’m sure.

     But then early in the morning John says that Jesus stood on shore – about 100 yards away from the disciples.  The disciples saw someone on shore, but they did not realize it was Jesus.  So, Jesus calls out and asks if they have any fish.  They say “No.”  Then Jesus says:  “Throw your net on the other side of the boat.”

     Now, at this point these experienced fisherman would have said to themselves:  “Who does this guy think he is?  Doesn’t he realize we’ve already tried that?  We’ve been fishing all night.  We know what we’re doing!”
     But then suddenly they remember another time when they were in a similar situation.  They had fished all night.  They had caught nothing.  Then Jesus told them to cast their net on the other side of the boat – and the result was a huge catch of fish.  

     So, they decide to do what this guy on shore asked them to do.  They cast their net on the other side of the boat and they end up catching so many fish that they can’t even hall the net into the boat. 

     Now we’re ready to hear again the words of John 21:7, which reads:  “Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’”  So, who is the disciple whom Jesus loved?  The answer is “John” – who happens to be the author of the Gospel of John.  

     Now please understand, when John says that Jesus loves him he does NOT me that Jesus loves John more than others.  Instead, John is stressing that he could be personally certain of Jesus’ love for him because Jesus loves ALL sinners equally – and the proof is that Jesus died on the cross for ALL sinners so that ALL sinners could be forgiven and live in God’s love forever.  Therefore, just as John could be sure that Jesus loved him, you can also be sure that Jesus loves YOU!

     With that understood, let’s get back to our Gospel reading.  After John says “It is the Lord!” the other discipleS can’t wait to get to shore.  In fact, Peter is so impatient that he doesn’t even help the others tow in the net of fish.  Peter just dives right in and swims to Jesus!

     When they get to shore they discover that Jesus has a fire going.  Jesus then asked for some of their fish, and He cooks them breakfast.  They were eating with Jesus.  They could see Him, hear Him, and touch Him.  They felt so close to Him.
     In our second reading from 1st Corinthians we learn that other people also got to see, hear and touch the resurrected Jesus.  In fact, Jesus appeared to over 500 people on one occasion.  The risen Jesus also personally appeared to the Apostle Paul.

     When we hear about these resurrection appearances of Jesus, we can’t help but envy the people who witnessed them.  We often wish Jesus was that close to us.  Sometimes Jesus seems so distant – especially during times of suffering and trial.
     But when you feel this way you must remember something.  The disciples would not always see Jesus in person.  They would not always be able to see, hear and touch Him – at least not in the ordinary way.

     In addition, there were many people in that first generation after Jesus ascended who never had the opportunity to see, hear or touch Jesus in person.  I’m sure these people sometimes envied people like the Apostle Peter – a person who had seen, heard and touched Jesus.

     But remember what Peter wrote to new believers who had never seen, heard or touched Jesus?  Peter wrote the following words them and US.  Listen closely:
     “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire — may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

     The Holy Spirit has given you faith in Jesus through Whom your sins are forgiven and through Whom you have the certain hope of eternal life in God’s love.  Jesus will return visibly on the Final Day, and then you will be able to see, hear and touch Him just as those disciples did in our Gospel reading.
     However, even though that future hope is certain, you must remember that Jesus has not left you.  He is with you always, just as He promised.  When we realize HOW Jesus is with us now, we can say with John:  “It is the Lord!”  So, how is Jesus with us NOW?

     Jesus is with us in Holy Baptism.  In the waters of Baptism you were clothed with Jesus’ innocence and holiness.  In the waters of Baptism you received the forgiveness and eternal life that Jesus won for you.  In the waters of Baptism God adopted you as His dearly loved child.
     Every moment of every day you can take comfort in the fact that Jesus claimed you as His own when you were Baptized.  God’s promise in Holy Baptism is a present and ongoing reality for you.
When you see a Baptism font, look at your baptism certificate or simply remember the fact that you are baptized, you can say with John:  “It is the Lord!”

     In addition, Jesus is with us through His Word which we can read in Holy Scripture and hear proclaimed to us from pastors and other Christians.   Whenever we hear God’s Word preached or whenever we read the Holy Scriptures, Jesus is speaking to us.  In fact, you are hearing the words of Jesus when I say:  “In the place of Christ and by His command, I say to you:  ‘Your sins are forgiven!’”  So, whenever you read Holy Scripture or hear God’s Word proclaimed, you can say with John:  “It is the Lord!”

     Finally, Jesus is with us in another very special way.  Today we receive the Lord’s Supper.  Today the risen Jesus appears to us as He gives us His own Body and Blood in the bread and wine of this Holy Supper.  You get to hear me speak Jesus’ own words:  “Take, eat.  This is My Body given for you.  Take, drink.  This is My Blood shed for you.”  Whenever you eat this bread or drink this cup, you can say with John:  “It is the Lord!”
     One day Jesus will return in power and glory and you will see Him face to face.  Until that day, always remember that your Lord is still with you.  As you live in the promises of your Baptism; as you hear and read God’s Word; as you receive Christ’s Body and Blood in Holy Communion, you can say with John:  “It is the Lord!”

Amen!
 Amen.
