      April 6th , 2008, Sermon:  “Words from a rock about THE ROCK!” – Part  1
                                                  ( Text:  1st Peter 1:1 – 2:12 )

************************************************************************
     Today I begin my 4 part sermon series on 1st Peter.  The sermon series is titled:  “Words from a rock about THE ROCK!”  Why did I give this series that title?  Well, you can read about that in your bulletin insert about 1st Peter.  I’ll also be answering that question later in the sermon today.  
     Now, during this sermon series I’m going to take you through the text if 1st Peter.  I won’t be able to explain every verse in detail.  However, I will focus on main points and explain the primary themes of the text and how they apply to our lives today as people who have been saved by Jesus.

     Today’s sermon will focus on 1st Peter 1:1 – 2:12.  I encourage you to follow along in your Bulletin where this text is printed.  Or you may wish to bring your own Bible and follow along in that.

     I will begin with 1st Peter 1:1-2.  Here we see that the Apostle Peter is writing not only to the Christians in his day, but also to us.  We are God’s “elect.”  Peter says God chose us based on His “foreknowledge.”  This means that God desired our salvation before the Creation of the world, and so the Holy Spirit chose us in time through the preaching about Christ so that we might be forgiven by His Blood shed on the cross and obey His loving will as we strive to live as His people.
     Peter also says that we are “strangers in the world.”  Simply put, even though we were born here and live here, this world is not our true home.  This world is broken by our sin against God, and much evil continues to thrive in this world.  But we are citizens of God’s Kingdom, and our true home is the New Creation God will give us when Christ returns.  So, even though we live IN this world, we are not OF this world.  We are to think, speak and live as people who are citizens of heaven!
     The next section we’ll examine is 1st Peter 1:3-9.  In this section Peter talks about the hope we have in Jesus – a hope that is certain even when life in this sinful world becomes very difficult and discouraging.  
     Peter then goes on to say that God has given us a “new birth.”  Peter is speaking about the salvation of Christ that God gives us in Holy Baptism and through the preaching of His Word which results in us being able to repent of our sin and trust in Jesus who not only shed His blood for our sins but also gave us a living hope through His resurrection.
     Peter also says that we Christians have “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.”   Peter is talking about our future hope.  When Christ returns and raises the dead we will be given gloried bodies and we will live forever in a perfect world without sin, pain or death.  This hope gives us joy even though we suffer in various ways during our lives in this sinful world.

     However, Peter makes it clear that God will use our trials to strengthen our faith in Christ so we remain secure in our salvation until the Final Day.  The proof that God has given us genuine faith is that we love Christ and believe in Him even though we do not see Him.  This reminds me of the words of Jesus we heard in last Sunday’s Gospel reading from John ch. 20.  Jesus said:  “Blessed are those who have not see and yet believe!”
     Now I want to briefly examine 1st Peter 1:10-12.  In this section Peter says that the Old Testament prophets were moved to write about Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection.  Simply put, the Old Testament Scriptures point us ahead to Jesus and the salvation that only He can give us.  

     For example, in Luke ch. 24 we read these words of the resurrected Jesus:  “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms … This is what is written:  The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations.”
     Peter says that God revealed to the Old Testament prophets that they were actually serving YOU when they wrote the Old Testament Scriptures.  We who live almost 2000 years after the completed work of Christ can now read the Old Testament and be blessed as we see how it is all fulfilled in Jesus and His work for us.  Simply put, we should be thankful that we have the Holy Scriptures and rejoice in the opportunities we have to read it and study it.
     With that said, the next section we will examine is 1st Peter 1:13-25.  This section begins with Peter saying that we Christians should prepare our minds for action.  In other words, God and His Word should always be on our minds so that we will look forward to Christ’s future coming and live accordingly in the present.

     But how are we to live in this present world?  Peter says we should not conform to the evil desires of our sinful nature and the wicked ways of world.  Instead, we should strive to be holy because the God who saved us is Holy.  Peter writes:  “Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.”  Now, what does Peter mean?  
     Well, Peter does NOT mean that we should fear God’s wrath as though He wants to damn us.  Remember, Peter says that you call on a Father – God the Father who sent His Son to be your Savior!  Therefore, when Peter says that we should “live in fear” He means that we should not flirt with sin and take God’s grace for granted.  Instead, we should remember the price God paid so that we could be saved from sin, death and eternal damnation.  Peter writes:  “…it was not with … gold or silver that you were redeemed …, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”
     Peter calls Jesus “a lamb” to remind us how the Old Testament Passover lambs were pictures of the true Lamb of God whose holy blood shed on the cross made it possible for us to be God’s forgiven and dearly loved children.  As we daily remember Christ’s sacrifice for us, the Spirit will move us to repent of our sin and create us in the desire to live according to God’s will for our lives as revealed in His Word.
     As the Spirit moves us to repent of our sin and meditate on God’s Word, the result is that our minds are washed and we slowly but surely begin to have godly thoughts that result in godly actions.  One example Peter gives is that we Christians should love one another.  That’s right!  The members of Concordia are to love one another.  We do this because God’s eternal Word has given us “new birth.”  As we hear God’s Word preached to us the result is that God strengthens our faith and transforms our hearts and minds.

     Now we’re ready for 1st Peter 2:1-3.  Once again Peter stresses that the salvation we have been given in Christ results in us living new lives in this present world.  

     On the one hand, because we are still sinners, we must daily fight against the desires of our sinful nature.  As Peter writes:  “…rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.”  Such sinful desires grieve our Father and can only lead us to hurt one another.
     On the other hand, because we are God’s forgiven children who have “new birth” in Jesus, we need to feed on God’s Word for the strength and wisdom to live as His people.  That’s why Peter says:  “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,…”  

     That’s why regular attendance at Services and Bible classes is so important.  That’s why you should take time every day to read Scripture and pray.  This is how God comforts you.  This is how God gives you strength to live the Christian life.  This is how God gives you the wisdom to discern God’s Truth from the lies of the evil one.

     This leads us to the next section, which is 1st Peter 2:4-8, which begins with these words:  “As you come to him, the living Stone.”  Who is this “living Stone?”  Jesus, of course!  But why does Peter call Jesus a “living Stone?”  Peter does this because of the words of Isaiah the prophet, which Peter quotes in this section.  Here they are:  “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.”  

     In fact, this section is the basis for this sermon series title:  “Words from a rock about THE ROCK!”  You see, the Greek word for “Peter” means “rock.” However, Peter is just one “rock” among many.  Every Christian is a “rock” in God’s “building,” – which is a symbol for the Holy Christian Church, that is, all who believe in Jesus, our Cornerstone:  the Foundation of God’s building!  

     Peter then writes:  “…to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.’”  Sadly, those who reject Jesus will be crushed by the Rock on the Final Day.  But this is their fault, not God’s!  As Peter says:  “They stumble because they disobey the message – which is also what they were destined for.”
     Peter is saying that we are destined for damnation as long as we cling to our sin and reject Jesus.  But God’s doesn’t want this for us!  That’s why God does all He can to convict us of sin and bring us to faith in Jesus.  
     Therefore, if you know that your sins deserve God’s wrath and you trust in Jesus who shed His blood for your sins, then these words of Peter apply to you:  “…you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”
     Finally, at the end of this section, Peter again reminds us how this awesome salvation transforms the way we live in this wicked world.  Peter writes:  “…I urge you, as aliens and strangers in this world, to abstain from sinful desires that war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”

This reminds me of the words of Jesus from Matthew chapter 5:  “You are the light of the world, … let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  
     You see, people will often see our deeds before we get to speak our creeds to them.  We should live in such a way that unbelievers will ask us why we are different, and then we can tell them about Jesus.  When we tell them about Jesus, God will work through our witness to bring them to repentance and faith in Christ so they, too, can glorify God along with us on the Final Day.  Amen!
