                          2007  Good Friday  Sermon:   “The Lamb Was Slain!”  
     ( Texts:  Revelation 5:1-6a, 7-14;  1st Corinthians 5:7-8;  John  19:16-18, 28-37 )
************************************************************************
     As most of you know, during the Sundays in Lent and also at last night’s Maundy Thursday Service I based my sermons on Jesus’ Letters to Us found in Revelation chapters 2 & 3.  Therefore, tonight’s sermon and also Sunday’s sermon will be based on texts from the book of Revelation as well.

     Our first reading this evening was from Revelation chapter 5 where the Apostle John uses various symbols and images to describe a vision he had been given by God.  This was a vision of God’s glorious throne, and John saw a scroll appear which contained God’s secret Master Plan for this evil world.  However, John said that only one Person was worthy to open the scroll and put God’s Master Plan into action.

     With that said, let’s hear part of that reading again:  “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne … [The Lamb] came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.  And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb … And they sand a new song:  ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain,…”
     What an awesome and mysterious scene is being portrayed here!  If you close your eyes and picture what John is trying to describe, it’s enough to take your breathe away.  In fact, John uses many symbols to depict this glorious vision.

     For example, the “4 living creatures” symbolize all of creation.  Scripture clearly teaches that all creation constantly praises God the Creator – with the exception of sinful human beings who often forget to praise God or even refuse to do so.

     In addition, John mentions the 24 elders.  They are a symbol of all people throughout history who have been saved by God.  The number 24 represents ALL believers of past present and future.  But why use the number 24?  Well, in the Old Testament God’s people were divided into the 12 tribes of Israel.  In the New Testament Christ called 12 Apostles.  So, 12 + 12 = 24, which represents the entire people of God throughout history.
     Now, I could spend all evening talking in detail about the various symbols in the book of Revelation and what they mean.  But we don’t have time for that.  So, for now, I want to focus your attention on just one other symbol:  THE LAMB!  Remember what John wrote:  “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain…”
     Simply put, this slain Lamb is a symbol for Jesus.  But why is a lamb a symbol for Jesus and what does it have to do with Good Friday?  Well, open your ears and listen closely, because God is about to teach you something wonderful.

     First of all, in order to understand the “lamb image” we need to take a brief look at some Old Testament history.  For example, if we go all the way back to Genesis chapters 1 & 2 we read that God created a perfect world.  Adam and Eve were the first humans, and God created them without sin.  They had no evil in their hearts and they were in a perfect love relationship with God their Creator.  However, as you know, things didn’t stay that way.  
     The devil tempted Adam and Eve to reject God.  As a result, they experienced spiritual death.  They no longer trusted God.  They no longer loved Him.  The result of their spiritual death was that would also face physical death one day – and their spiritual and physical death was passed on to us, their descendants.  

     God should should have rejected them and us for all eternity.  But instead God promised them and us a savior.  God also gave them and us a symbol of that Savior.  In Genesis chapter 3 we read that God did something surprising.  Even though Adam and Eve deserved only His wrath, we’re told that God clothed them.  We read:  “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.”  Here we see that God did something for them that they could not do for themselves:  He covers their sin!

     However, God does NOT cover them with leaves.  Instead, we’re told that God used animal skin.  In other words, an innocent animal had to die.  Blood had to be shed.  A price had to be paid if Adam and Eve and their descendants were to have their sin and shame covered.  So, the first blood sacrifice took place when God clothed Adam and Eve with animal skin.

     With that said, it’s very interesting to see how often this practice of animal blood sacrifice comes up throughout Old Testament history.  Now, we don’t have enough time to deal with all the examples of sacrifice in the Old Testament, and so I will pick a few and show you have they point us ahead to Jesus – God’s promised Savior.
     So, if we skip ahead several hundred years from Adam and Eve to the time of Abraham, we find that God makes a very strange request of Abraham.  You see, God had given Abraham a son.  The boy’s name was Isaac.  God promised Abraham that Isaac would carry on the family line through which the Savior of all people would come into the world.

     But then one day God told Abraham to take Isaac, whom he loved, kill him and offer him as a sacrifice to God.  Now, even though Abraham was shocked and confused, he obeyed God.  But why did Abraham obey God?  Was he scared of God?  No!  Abraham trusted that God would be faithful to His loving promise to send the savior into the world through Isaac’s descendants.

     Of course, Abraham didn’t understand WHY God was asking him to do this, but he believed that God would be faithful in the end.  Abraham believed that God would either provide a substitute sacrifice at the last minute or that God would simply raise Isaac from the dead.  Abraham trusted God’s Word.

     Well, you know how it all turns out.  God does NOT allow Abraham to kill Isaac, his only son.  Instead, God provides a substitute sacrifice.  In fact, God provided a lamb – and that lamb was a symbol of Jesus, God’s only Son, the Lamb of God.  God would sacrifice His only Son so that we might be saved from our sin and the death we deserve.

     Next, let’s skip ahead a few hundred years to the time when God’s people were enslaved in Egypt.  God sent 10 plagues on Pharaoh to humble him so that he would release God’s people.  The 10th plague was the death of the first born male child from every family in Egypt.
     However, God provided a way for His people to be saved from this plague.  They were to take a perfect, male lamb, kill it, and then smear its blood on the doorframes of their homes.  When the angel of death saw the blood he would then “pass over” that house and would not kill the firstborn male child.  Once again, the “pass over” lamb is a symbol of Jesus and His death for us.  If Jesus’ blood covers us through faith in Him, then death will “pass over” us.  In other words, our sin will not separate us from God.

     Finally, many years after this Passover event God’s people were living in the Promised Land.  God had them build a Temple in Jerusalem where the Priests would offer animal blood sacrifices on the altar.  Now, one of the most common animals sacrificed was the lamb – and all these blood sacrifices were pictures of the ONE sacrifice that would bring salvation from sin for all people.
     This fact reminds me of what the prophet Isaiah wrote almost 800 years before Jesus was born.  In Isaiah chapter 53 we read:  “We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter…”
     Well, it should now be obvious who the Lamb is.  No wonder John the Baptizer said what he did when He saw Jesus approaching the crowds.  Remember what John said?  “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

     In fact, last night we celebrated Maundy Thursday.  The night before Jesus died He was celebrating the Passover with His disciples.  But this was a Passover like none before!  This time they ate and drank the Body and Blood of the REAL Lamb of God.

     This reminds me of what the Apostle Paul once wrote.  In our

second reading from 1st Corinthians we heard these words:  “…Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.”  Did you hear that?  The Lamb was slain!  In the Lord’s Supper Jesus gives us the Body and Blood that He gave and shed on the cross for our salvation.

     Tonight is Good Friday.  Good Friday is the time we especially focus on the cross and what Jesus did for us there.  On that cross the Lamb of God was slain.  He was slain FOR US.  God put our evil, guilt, shame and death upon His only Son.

     On the cross the innocent Lamb of God suffered our damnation so that we might live now and forever as God’s dearly loved children.  That’s why God does all He can to humble us and convict us of sin, so that we will put our faith in Jesus, the Lamb of God, through whom we received forgiveness and new life with God that will never end.
     Think of it!  God had every right to damn us, because we have doubted His Word and sinned against Him just like our first parents, Adam and Eve.  But God loved us sinners so much that He killed His innocent Son in our place.  Jesus’ blood paid the price for your salvation.  This reminds me of what the Apostle Peter wrote.  In 1st Peter chapter 1 we read:  “…you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed … but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”

     Jesus is the Lamb who was slain!  Jesus’ blood has purchased our salvation.  Remember our reading from Revelation chapter 5?  John writes:  “And they sang a new song:  ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.’”

     Did you hear those wonderful words?  You now belong to God because the Lamb was slain for you!  You are no longer a slave of the devil.  You belong to God – and that means you get to live as His child, now and for all eternity.

     But wait just a minute!  How can the Lamb give us eternal life?  If the Lamb was slain, doesn’t that mean He’s dead?  No!  You see, it was no mere man that hung on that cross.  Jesus was God in human flesh.  Our sin and death could not hold Him down.  Praise the Lord, Jesus is alive!  We don’t worship a dead martyr. We worship the living Lord!  As we will hear on Sunday, the Lamb now reigns!  
     However, even though the Lamb now reigns, He never, ever wants us to forget the cross.  That’s why we have Good Friday.  We need to remember what Jesus did to save us.  That’s why John wrote these words:  “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain…”
     Did you hear that?  Even though the Lamb lives, His scars still remain.  When the risen Jesus appeared to His disciples, He showed them His hands and His side.  Jesus never wants us to forget the price He paid so that we might be saved.

     So, as you leave tonight, picture the risen Jesus in your minds.  See the nail scars in His hands and feet.  See the scars on His head where He wore that crown of thorns.  See the scar in His side where the Roman soldier jammed his spear.  See the scars on His back where the whip ripped out chunks of flesh.  Behold the living Lamb who was slain, because then you will remember how much He loves you.  Go in peace, and live for the Lamb who was slain for you.  Amen!

