6  Part Sunday Lenten Sermon Series

4/05/09:  “ Psalms of the Savior! ”

Sermon # 6:  “ Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord! ”

( Texts:  Psalm 118:1, 5-7, 17-18, 22-26;  Acts 4:1-2, 8-12; Luke 19:28, 36-44 )

**************************************************************************************
     Today I conclude my 6 part Sunday Lenten sermon series entitled:  “Psalms of the Savior.”  Today’s sermon is based on Psalm 118.  This Psalm was used by God’s Old Testament people to give thanks and praise to God for His loving forgiveness and for delivering them from their enemies.
     Most scholars believe that the king would speak the first 21 verses of this Psalm.  Then, after the king was done speaking, the people would then respond by speaking the remaining words of Psalm 118 – starting with verse 22, which reads:  “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”  Now, what do these words mean?
     Simply put, “the builders” refers to unbelievers who are trying to build their own earthly kingdom.  In other words, people reject God and His Word but then try to establish their own peace and security with their own efforts and wisdom.  

     As for the “stone” they rejected, this stone refers God’s king – the king who trusts in God and builds his kingdom upon God’s Word.  Therefore, when the unbelievers oppose God’s king, they are actually opposing God Himself. 

     But evil cannot oppose God and win!  That’s why the people said:  “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”  You see, the unbelievers tried to opposes God’s king, but God made His king the “capstone.”  

     In other words, the unbelievers thought that God’s king was a “worthless stone,” but God made His king the most important stone of all!  In fact, God made His king the capstone – the very cornerstone and foundation of God’s Kingdom.

     But these words lead to a mystery.  Why is that?  Well, if you study the history of the kings of Israel, you will see that many of them were not faithful to God.  In fact, about 500 years after king David, God’s own people were in a sorry state.  The kings that had recently ruled them had strayed from God’s Word, and most of the people followed the example of these ungodly kings.

     Therefore, about 500 years after king David, God disciplined His people with the goal of bringing them to repentance and back to sincere faith in God.  How did God discipline them?  God sent the pagan nation of Babylon against them.  Even though God’s king tried to defend his kingdom, he failed.  God did not protect his king at that time because his king had rejected him.

     With that understood, over the years God’s people began to understand Psalm 118 as a prophecy of the Messiah.  In other words, one day God would send them the promised Savior who would fulfill these words:  “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”  On that day they would speak these words from Psalm 118:  “O Lord, save us; O Lord, grant us success.  Blessed is He who come sin the name of the Lord.”  Do those words sound familiar?  They should!  

     When Jesus entered Jerusalem on the Sunday before His death, the people shouted “Hosanna!”  That word “Hosanna!” is a Hebrew word that means “Save!”  So, shouting “Hosanna!” was a short way for them to say “O Lord, save us; O Lord, grant us success.”
     Also, if you recall our Gospel reading, Luke records the words the people spoke when Jesus rode into Jerusalem.  They quoted Psalm 118:26, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  Simply put, they believed that Jesus was about to fulfill Psalm 118!  They believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  They believed that Jesus was the perfect king who would be victorious over God’s enemies and who would be the cornerstone of God’s kingdom.
     However, they were only half right.  They were correct in believing that Jesus would fulfill Psalm 118.  But they were dead wrong about the type of salvation and peace that Jesus wanted to give them.  

     You see, they were looking for a Messiah who would conquer the Romans and give them an earthly kingdom of peace and prosperity.  But Jesus had come to save them from their greatest enemy – their own sin against God.  Jesus had come to give them true peace through the forgiveness of their sins made possible by His death on the cross.  

     But they refused to believe that Jesus was that kind of King and Savior.  That’s why Jesus said:  “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes.”  

     Sadly, many of God’s own people had become the unbelieving builders mentioned in Psalm 118.  Later in Luke chapter 20 Jesus says the following to the Jewish leaders:  “…what is the meaning of that which is written: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.’ ?  Everyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.”  Simply put, if you cling to your sin and reject Jesus, you will be crushed by His wrath!
     In our reading from Acts chapter 4 the Apostle Peter also quotes these words from Psalm 118 and applies them to the unbelieving Jews who had rejected Jesus, their own Messiah.  

Jesus had died for their sins and then rose from the dead, just as He said He would.  Jesus had become the cornerstone of God’s Kingdom, and salvation from sin and death comes through faith in Him alone.  As Peter said:  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

     We read similar words in 1st Peter chapter 2.  Listen to what Peter writes there:  “As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house … Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.’”
     Simply put, by trusting in their own works for salvation and by rejecting the Savior and Messiah God had sent them, God’s own people showed themselves to be the evil builders who were actually God’s own enemies.  As long as they refused to repent of their sin and refused to trust in Jesus, they would have to face God’s wrath on the Final Day.  
     But Jesus didn’t want this to happen to them.  So, just as God humbled His Old Testament people by sending Babylon against them, Jesus predicted that God would send the Romans against Jerusalem and destroy it.  Remember what Jesus said?  “The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side … They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  
     Jesus was teaching that God would bring this horrible event upon Jerusalem in the hope that they would repent and trust in Jesus for salvation.  Jesus’ prediction came true when Rome utterly destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

     So, how does all this information apply to US today?  Listen again to these words of Jesus:  “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace.”  Do you know about the peace that God wants to give you?

     As sinners we look for peace in all the wrong places.  We’re just like the evil builders who build on the wrong foundation.  Sometimes we choose to reject God’s Word and do things we know are wrong because we think that our sinful ideas and actions will give us peace.  

     Think about it.  Every time we break the 10 Commandments in thought, word and deed – we do this because we think that our sin will somehow bring us peace.  Oh, our sinful rebellion may give us worldly peace for a short time – but eventually our sinful choices lead to pain and despair in this life.  Worse yet, our sinful choices separate us from God and make us worthy of His wrath.

     So, do you know today what will bring you peace?  We need to hear the words of Zechariah in Luke chapter 1.  After his son, John the Baptist, was born, the Holy Spirit moved Zechariah to speak these words:  “…you, my child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins … to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
     My friends, the devil would love for us to cry out “Hosanna! Lord, save us!” – but then to think of Jesus’ salvation merely in terms of earthly health, wealth and peace.  Now don’t get me wrong!  I’m not saying we can’t cry out to God for help in our earthly struggles.  
     For example, we pray that God would heal sick people.  We ask God to protect us from the flood waters.  We beg God to provide for our earthly needs.  This is proper, for Jesus Himself teaches us to pray:  “Give us this day our daily bread.”
However, Jesus also teaches us to pray:  “Forgive us our sins.” 
     Simply put, even though we all have various earthly needs, the greatest need we all have in common is the need for us to repent of our many sins and trust in Jesus who has saved us from our sins by His death on the cross in our place of damnation.  Jesus also conquered death for us by His resurrection so that we might live now and for all eternity as His people.
     My friends, God has used His Word to show you this day what can give you peace – true and lasting peace!  As Paul writes in Romans chapter 5:  “…we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,…”  Paul also writes these words in Colossians chapter 1:  “For God was pleased … to reconcile to himself all things … by making peace through [Christ’s] blood, shed on the cross.” 
     God has revealed to you this day how you can have true and lasting peace.  Therefore, we are able to read Psalm 118 and see how it is fulfilled in Jesus who died for our sins and conquered death for us that we might live now and forever as God’s people.

     Jesus entered Jerusalem on the Sunday before His death.  In addition, whenever we have the Lord’s Supper, Jesus enters this place with His own Body and Blood which He gave and shed on the cross for our salvation.  We repentant sinners receive true and lasting peace when we eat and drink Christ’s Body and Blood in this Holy Meal.

     Therefore, in preparation for this wonderful gift of peace, we will sometimes sing these words from Psalm 118 in our Communion Liturgy:  “Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.”
Amen!

