The Romans Roadmap

04/03/11 Sermon:    “You Have Beautiful Feet!”
( Text:   Romans  10:14-21 )

**************************************************************************************
     About 15 years ago I attended a church fellowship event for parents and their children.  There were families from various congregations, and so there were a lot of people there who didn’t know each other.  
     Now, the person who organized this event wanted to teach us about the importance of serving one another.  That was an admirable goal!  However, the way in which he hoped to teach us about serving one another didn’t work out too well.

     You see, at one point during the event he made this announcement to those present – both children and adults:  “I want you to split up into pairs with a person you don’t know.  I want you to sit on the floor, take off your shoes and socks, and then give each other a foot massage.”  Needless to say, his suggestion didn’t go over very well.  Most of the people – especially the adults! – did not participate.

     Let’s face it.  Most of us would not be comfortable exposing our naked feet to a stranger much less allowing that stranger to massage our naked feet.  In fact, some of us might feel very self-conscious about how our feet look or even smell!
     But don’t despair!  I have good news for you.  No matter how self-conscious you may feel about the appearance or odor of your feet, you can be sure of this:  “You have BEAUTIFUL feet!”  In fact, I have a bible verse to back that up.  In today’s reading Paul quotes these words from the Old Testament book of Isaiah:  “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
     Now, to be honest, Paul is not talking about the physical appearance or odor of our feet.  Instead, he is talking about how our feet look to God and others because of the good news we bring.  So, what is this good news?

     Well, as I said, Paul quotes that “beautiful feet” text from the Book of Isaiah – specifically Isaiah 52:7 where God tells His people who are exiled in the pagan nation of Babylon that a day will come when He will send messengers to them who will give them the good news that God will rescue them from Babylon and bring them back home.  It’s in this context that God says:  “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
     So, how is Paul using this text in today’s reading?  Think about it.  If it’s good news to hear that God is going to rescue His people from their exile in Babylon, HOW MUCH MORE is it good news to hear that God has rescued us from sin, death and hell through His Son, Jesus!

     The Bible teaches we are conceived as enemies of God because we inherit a sinful nature from Adam who, along with Eve, believed the devil’s lie and rejected God.  We have inherited their sinful nature – and that is why we are sinners who deserve death and eternity in hell.

     But the good news is that God loved us so much that He sent His One and Only Son into this world to live a perfect life for us, to die on the cross in our place of punishment, and to conquer death for us by His resurrection so that through faith in Him we might be forgiven and live for all eternity as God’s dearly loved children.  Now that’s Good News!

     However, this Good News does us no good unless we believe in Christ.  Therefore, the Holy Spirit works through the Good News to give us faith in Christ.  Of course, we can’t believe in Christ unless we hear the Good News.  And we can’t hear the Good News unless someone preaches it to us.  And no one will preach it to us unless they are sent.

     At the end of last week’s reading we heard these words:  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  But then at the beginning of today’s reading Paul asks these series of questions:  “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written:  ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”
     We must remember that we believe in Jesus because God used someone to bring the Gospel to us.  For many of us God used our parents to bring us to Holy Baptism where the Gospel was poured on us and then God used those same parents and others to teach us the Gospel through which the Holy Spirit nurtured our Baptism faith.

     However, if every person here traced his or her ancestry back far enough, we would all discover that at some point in history our ancestors were idol worshipping unbelievers!  But God sent people to preach His Good News to them, and the Holy Spirit moved them to repent of their sin and believe in Christ – and they then passed on the Good News to their children, and their children to their children, and so on.

     But we must understand something.  America is no longer a nation filled with Christians.  We used to send missionaries to Africa.  Now many African churches are sending missionaries to America because so many people have fallen away from Christ.

     I know parents in this community who have strayed from Christ’s Church, and these same parents are NOT passing on the Good News to their children – and the result is that their children are being raised as unbelievers.

     Now, I’m not saying there still isn’t a place for foreign mission work.  I thank God for people who go to places like China or the Middle East and risk their lives to bring the Good News to people who are lost without it.  However, you don’t need to go to China or the Middle East to do mission work.  We have a mission field right here in Jamestown!

     There are people whose names are on the member records at Concordia, but they haven’t been to Church in years.  There are other people in Jamestown who have not been raised in the Church at all and are clueless about the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Still other people may attend Churches whose pastors have compromised the teaching of Scripture and are no longer proclaiming the true Good News.  My friends, we have a huge mission field in Jamestown!

     That’s why you need to know that you have beautiful feet!  In other words, God will use you – His forgiven and dearly loved child – to proclaim His Good News to others.  You see, when Paul talks about “preaching” he does not mean only pastors who give sermons.  Instead, Paul uses a Greek word that refers to a witness that any Christian can give when God gives him or her the opportunity.

     For example, in Acts chapter 8 we can read about a time when God used ordinary laypeople like you to bring the Good News to others.  Here’s what happened.  The Christians in Jerusalem were being persecuted.  So, these Christians left Jerusalem and were scattered in various directions.  But what did these laypeople do as they ran for their lives?  Listen to Acts 8:4, “Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.”  

     In this text Luke also uses a Greek word that refers to the witness that any Christian can give.  In fact, Luke uses the Greek word euaggelizo  which is made up of two Greek words – the word “eu” which means “good” and the word “aggelion” which means “news.”  Sound familiar?  Good News!  God used these ordinary Christians to proclaim the Good News so that others could hear it and thereby be given repentance and faith in Christ.
     Now I now that most of you might feel a bit scared and intimidated at the thought of God using you to proclaim the Good News to others – especially to people who have strayed from the faith or who have never believed.  Don’t worry, you’re not alone.  

     You see, when I preach on Sunday mornings I know I’m preaching the Good News to people who have willingly come to hear it.  But when I’m in situations where I have to proclaim God’s Word to people who have strayed from Christ or who have never believed – that can be scary, even for a pastor!

     But don’t despair!  You see, you have beautiful feet and so do I!  What I mean is that God sends us out to be His witnesses and He promises to work through us in spite of our fears and insecurities.  In fact, as we continue to attend Services and Bible Classes; as we read the Bible and pray, God will thereby equip us so that we will be ready to proclaim the Good News when God gives us the opportunity.

     Now, when we proclaim the Good News to unbelievers some of them will be brought to repentance and faith and become brothers and sisters in Christ.  However, in other cases some people will remain unbelievers because they reject the Good News we have proclaimed to them.

     Paul talks about this fact in today’s reading.  Sadly, even though Paul’s own people, the Jews, heard the Good News, most of them rejected it.  Paul then quotes Bible verses which teach that if people reject the Good News, they have no one to blame but themselves.
     So, if you speak the Good News in love and some people throw it back in your face, don’t take it personally.  They’re rejecting the Gospel, not you.  Just continue to love those people and pray for them.  
     However, as I’ve already said, some people WILL repent and believe in Christ when they hear the Good News – and when people DO repent and believe in Christ, God gets all the glory because faith is a gift produced by hearing the Good News.

     For example, when you were Baptized the Holy Spirit gave you faith in Christ.  That same Holy Spirit continues to work through the Good News that you hear on a regular basis to keep your faith alive and well.

     Through faith in Christ your sins are forgiven and you have the certain hope of eternal life with God.  In addition, God has given each one of you beautiful feet, that is, God will use you to speak His Good News to others – and as a result, some of them will be saved just like you have been saved.  Amen!
