6  Part Sunday Lenten Sermon Series

3/29/09:  “ Psalms of the Savior! ”

Sermon # 5:  “ The Lord Says to My Lord! ”

( Texts:  Psalm 110;  Hebrews 7:11, 14-22, 25-27;  Matthew 22:41-46 )

**************************************************************************************
     Today I continue my 6 part Sunday Lenten sermon series entitled:  “Psalms of the Savior.”  Today you will hear the fifth sermon in this series based on Psalm 110.  In fact, you should know that Psalm 110 is quoted in the New Testament in reference to Jesus more often than any chapter in the Old Testament.  As you will see, Psalm 110 is truly a Psalm of the Savior!  
     Simply put, Psalm 110 is very important in order to understand WHO Jesus is.  First, Psalm 110 teaches that Jesus is fully HUMAN – a human descendant of none other than King David, who wrote Psalm 110.  Second, Psalm 110 also teaches that Jesus is fully GOD – the eternal Son of the Father, God in human flesh!  Now, why is it so important for us to know who Jesus is?  

     First, if Jesus is NOT the Son of David, then He is not the Savior promised in the Old Testament Scriptures – the Savior descended from Abraham and David who would bless all nations and conquer evil.  So, it is important for us to know that Jesus is the Son of David – the Savior promised in Holy Scripture!  

     Second, if Jesus is NOT the Son of God, then we might as well go home because Jesus’ death on the cross would be meaningless.  Think of about it.  If Jesus were only a man, then His death on the cross is worthless.  The Romans crucified thousands of people!  What’s the big deal about one more person being crucified and killed?  However, if the One who hung on the cross and died was GOD HIMSELF – that changes everything!!

     In our Gospel reading we see that Jesus asks the Pharisees a question.  Now, who were these Pharisees?  They were pious Jews who believed that God would save them because of their faithful obedience of His laws.  Everyone admired the Pharisees!

     But Jesus told the Pharisees that they needed to repent of their sins and trust in Him for salvation.  Jesus was trying to show them that ALL people are sinners who need the forgiveness that ONLY JESUS can give us.  We need to apply this to ourselves.

     You see, when we hear about the Pharisees we wrongly assume that they were bad people and that everyone hated them.  On the contrary!  Many ordinary Jews admired the Pharisees.  The Pharisees avoided many sinful behaviors that most people were doing.  The Pharisees did their best to obey God’s Laws.

     Why, then, did Jesus condemn them along with other sinners?  Jesus condemned the Pharisees because they trusted in their own good works as the reason that God would save them.  

     Please understand.  The Pharisees didn’t think they were perfect or sinless.  They were willing to admit that they sinned.  However, they would also point out that they were far less sinful than most other people.  They would say:  “We’re the good guys.  Sure, we make some mistakes.  But we’re not the like the Tax Collectors or the Prostitutes or all the other sinners.  We go to Church.  We give generous offerings.  We do our best to avoid sinful behavior and live godly lives.  Therefore, God will overlook our faults and failures because we are obviously much better than other people we know.”
     We Christians need to hear this.  You see, the devil would love for us to become modern day Pharisees.  The devil would like you to think like this:  “I know that I do some sinful things.  But I do a lot of good things, too!  I go to Church as often as I can.  I support the Church with my money.  I even do some volunteer work at Church.  I don’t do many of the sinful things that other people do.  I’m certainly not guilty of doing some of the horrible things the people at the local prison have done.  In fact, I try to be a good person.  I work hard for a living.  I obey the law.  I pay my taxes. I try to help people when I can.  Why shouldn’t God be proud of me?  Even though I sin, I’m better than a lot of people I know.”
     Have you ever caught yourself thinking that way?  Have you ever compared yourself to others and thought that God should love you more because you’re just a little bit better than some people?  We’re all tempted to think of ourselves more highly than we ought.  We must recognize that such self-righteous boasting is a horribly wicked sin in God’s sight.  

     Why does God hate such self-righteousness?  First, not only does this self-righteousness keep us from seeing how sinful we truly are.  But worst of all, this self-righteousness keeps us from seeing the need for God’s Son to hang on the cross in our place of damnation.  You see, if we think God will forgive us because we’re not as bad as others, then we don’t need God’s Son to die on the cross for us.
     This takes us back to our Gospel reading.  Jesus asks the Pharisees a question because He wants them to understand WHO He is and WHY He came into the world.

     Jesus asks them this question:  “What do you think about the Christ?  Whose son is he?”  The Pharisees give the only answer that any Jew could give if he knew Holy Scripture at all.  They answered:  “The son of David.”

     You see, Scripture clearly teaches that the Messiah would be the Son of David.  They had no problem with that.  But Jesus was also claiming to be the Son of God – God in human flesh!  They refused to believe this about Jesus – even though Scripture taught that David’s Son would also be David’s LORD!

     Jesus then says the following:  “How it is then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’?  For he says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord:  Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.’  If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 
     Jesus was hoping they would reject their own sinful opinions and submit to God’s Word.  They knew that King David wrote Psalm 110 by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus then asks a legitimate question:  “If the Messiah is David’s Son, how could David call the Messiah ‘Lord’ in this Psalm?”  The obvious answer is that David’s descendant would be the very Son of God – God in human flesh.  

     In fact, earlier in Matthew chapter 3 we read these words of the Father at Jesus’ Baptism:  “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  In addition, in Luke chapter 1 we read what the angel said to Mary:  “You will be with child and give birth to a son … He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of His father David … The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” 
     Now, to help you better understand what Psalm 110:1 is saying, let me give you a few insights from the original languages.  Simply put, King David wrote Psalm 110 in Hebrew.  When David writes “The Lord said” he uses the Hebrew word “Yahweh” – the Holy Name of God, which in this context refers to the Father.  Next, when David writes “my Lord” he uses the Hebrew word “Adonai” which can be used of a superior human – usually a mighty king.
     But here’s the amazing thing!  David writes that Yahweh says to David’s Adonai:  “Sit at my right hand…”  Simply put, Yahweh puts David’s Adonai on the same level as God Himself.  In other words, this human Lord will be equal with God!  David’s Son will also be GOD’S SON!  

     In fact, in the Greek translation of this Hebrew Psalm the ancient scribes used the same Greek word to translate the two different Hebrew words referring to God and the Messiah respectively.  They used the Greek word “kurios” to speak of both God and the Messiah.  This means they believed that the Messiah would be equal with God Himself! 

     Now you understand why Jesus made the following comment:  “If then David calls him ‘Lord,” how can he be his son?”  Matthew then writes that no one could say a word in reply.  Why didn’t they answer Jesus’ question?  Because the answer was obvious, and they didn’t want to face the truth.  The Messiah, David’s Son, would also be David’s LORD – God in human flesh!

     With that understood, there’s another important teaching from Psalm 110 that Jesus doesn’t mention in our Gospel reading – although the Pharisees probably knew that Jesus was thinking about this other part of Psalm 110 as well.  I’m talking about Psalm 110:4, which reads:  “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind:  ‘You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.’”
     What’s does this Scripture mean?  Well, in our reading from Hebrews chapter 7 we’re told that Jesus is a priest like Melchizedek – only BETTER!  So, who is this “Melchizedek” guy?  

     Well, Melchizedek was a priest of God that Abraham honored.  But we don’t know much about this Melchizedek.  We don’t know when he was born and we don’t know when he died.  It’s as though Melchizedek has always existed.  In fact, the name Melchizedek means “King of Righteousness.”

     In Hebrews chapter 7 we’re told that Jesus is a unique priest like Melchizedek because, just like Melchizedek, Jesus is both a King and a Priest – and the purpose of a priest is to offer sacrifices to God for the sins of the people.  Then Hebrews chapter 7 quotes Psalm 110:4 and shows that Jesus is a priest FOREVER in the order of Melchizedek.  In other words, Jesus is both KING and PRIEST – and He will reign forever!!

     So, even though Jesus is our King, He is also our PRIEST.  In other words, Jesus didn’t come to conquer the Roman Empire like some earthly King.  Instead, Jesus came to conquer our sin by His own priestly sacrifice of Himself on the Cross.  As we heard at the end of our reading from Hebrews:  “Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners … He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.”  In addition, listen to these words from Hebrews chapter 1:  “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”  Did you hear that?  David’s Son and David’s Lord was exalted to God’s Right Hand AFTER HE HAD PROVIDED PURIFICATION FOR SINS!!
     So, we now see that Psalm 110 does not only teach that Jesus is our King.  Psalm 110 also teaches us that Jesus is our Priest FOREVER Who offered Himself on the altar of the Cross so that we might be forgiven and approach God’s throne without fear.  As it says in Hebrews chapter 4:  “…since we have a great high priest, who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
     My friends, Jesus wanted the Pharisees to understand that He came to be such a Savior for them.  That’s why He quoted Psalm 110 to them.  In the same way, Jesus has proclaimed Psalm 110 to YOU today so that you may repent and trust in Him for salvation.  

     Psalm 110 points you to your Savior – Your KING and PRIEST, Jesus, the Son of God!  Your sins are forgiven because of His sacrifice for you, and because of His resurrection you will live forever as citizens of His Kingdom.  Therefore, rejoice in His salvation and live as His people!

Amen! 
