                         3/28/07 Sermon:  Jesus’ Cross Words:   “It is Finished!”
               (Texts:  Isaiah  53:4-6, 10-12;  Hebrews  4:1-11, 14-16;  John 19:29-37)

************************************************************************
     Most people in this world have to do some kind of work every day.  But do you know what can be frustrating about one’s work?  It’s NEVER COMPLETELY FINISHED!  

     Dust your house, do the dishes or wash your clothes and you have to do it all over again in the near future.  Change the oil on your car, mow your lawn or pull up weeds from your garden.  You’re not done!  You’ll have to do those things again.

     If you go to your doctor for a physical and he says you’re healthy, that good news doesn’t last forever.  In a year or two he could find a serious health problem. 

     As Christians, we get up each day with the desire to live for God and avoid sin.  But at the end of the day we must confess that we’ve failed.  No matter how hard we work, our work is not complete.  No matter what we accomplish in this life, the fruit of our labor doesn’t last.

     Tonight we continue our sermon series on Jesus’ Cross Words.  During this sermon series we’ve learned that Jesus’ Cross Words are actually sermons.  Jesus speaks these Cross’ Words to give us repentance, faith and hope.  Tonight we meditate upon these words of Jesus:  “It is finished!”
     When Jesus said “It is finished!,” what did He mean?  Was he simply speaking about the fact that He would soon die?  Or do those 3 words convey a deeper message for us?  If you examine the original Greek of the New Testament you will discover that the 3 English words “It is finished” actually translate just one Greek word – the word  tetelestai .  
     That one Greek Word - tetelestai - would have carried a lot of meaning for the Jews who heard it.  The other Cross Words Jesus had spoken helped us see how He was fulfilling the Old Testament by His death on the Cross for our sins.  So, what part of the Old Testament does “It is finished!” bring to mind?
     Listen to Genesis 1:31:  “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was morning – the sixth day.”  Based on this text, the Hebrew day began at 6PM and ended at 6PM the next day.  Genesis 1:31 tells us that God finished His perfect work of Creation at the end of the 6th day.

     In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Within the span of 6 ordinary days God created the universe and all life – including the first 2 humans made in His image, Adam and Eve.  God’s Work of Creation was perfect!

     Now we’re ready to hear Genesis 2:2, “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.”  We’re told that God “rested” from His work.  Why?  Was God tired?  No!  God doesn’t get tired!  He rested because He was FINISHED!  His work of Creation was complete.  It was very good.
     But as you know, it didn’t stay very good.  The devil, a rebellious angel, had recently rejected his place in God’s kingdom.  Now the devil wanted to drag humanity down with him.  So, the devil used the serpent to tempt Adam and Eve.  

     What was the temptation?  Allow me to paraphrase the devil:  
“Hey guys, you don’t need God.  In fact, God is holding you back.  He’s keeping you away from something that will put you on his level.  But you don’t have to live under Him.  Take control of your own lives.  Trust your own judgment.  Disobey God and think for yourselves.  Eat of the tree!  Decide for yourselves what is good and what is evil.  Live as YOU please, and don’t worry about how you can please God.”

     Do those words sound familiar?  The devil speaks similar words to us every day, and we sinners believe the lie.  We are sinners because our first parents also believed the lie.  Adam and Eve rejected God and they died that very day, just as God said they would.  Their PHYSICAL death would not come for hundreds of years, but their SPIRITUAL death was instantaneous!  They had become enemies of God in their hearts, and all humans descended from them would be infected with the same spiritual death – WITH ONE EXCEPTION!!!
     In Genesis chapter 3 we read that God promised a Savior for us sinners.  God said that “the woman” would give birth to a male child who would crush the devil’s power and save God’s enemies from spiritual death. 

     We know how this promise was fulfilled.  “The woman” was the Virgin Mary, and her male child was Jesus – God in human flesh.  Jesus was and still is fully human, just as we are, but He was and is WITHOUT SIN – as we heard in our 2nd reading from Hebrews.  Listen to this text again:  “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
     Now, why does our reading from Hebrews call Jesus our “high priest?”  Well, let’s go back to Genesis again.  A few verses after God promised that a male child born of the woman would crush the devil we’re told that God made clothes for Adam and Eve and that God used ANIMAL SKIN.  An animal had to die.  Blood had to be shed.  This was the first sacrifice that pointed ahead to the ONE sacrifice for sin that would crush the devil’s plan.

     Throughout the history of the Old Testament we see how God commands His people to offer animal blood sacrifices as a sign that their sins are forgiven because of the ONE sacrifice that God will provide in His time and His way.
     One of the greatest pictures of this ONE sacrifice is found in the “Passover Lamb.”  You remember the story.  God’s people were enslaved in Egypt.  But Pharaoh would not let them go.  So God sent plagues upon Egypt to humble Pharaoh.  The 10th plague was the death of the firstborn male child.  

     However, God provided a way to save His own people from this plague.  He told them to take a perfect, male lamb.  They were to shed its blood and put it on the door frames of their homes.  When the angel of death saw the blood of the lamb, he would “pass over” their home.  

     But there’s one important detail we must remember.  God expressly told them NOT to break any of the lamb’s bones.  Exodus 12:46 reads:  “Do not break any of the bones.”  Why not?  Well, at the end of our reading from John chapter 19 we heard these words:  “But when [the soldiers] came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.”  Then John goes on to write:  “These things happened that the scripture would be fulfilled:  ‘Not one of his bones will be broken…’”
     So, Jesus is the lamb of God whose shed blood covers the guilt of our sin so that God’s wrath can “pass over” us.  Throughout Old Testament history the priests in God’s Temple would offer such blood sacrifices as pictures of the ONE sacrifice that would cover ALL sins for ALL people of ALL times and places.  Therefore, our reading from Hebrews calls Jesus our TRUE HIGH PRIEST because He offered Himself on the altar of the Cross so that we might be saved.
     Now were ready to take a closer look at Jesus’ Cross Words:  “It is finished.”  Remember, these words remind us of God’s work of Creation and how He finished His work at the end of the 6th day and then rested from His work on the 7th.  Think about it.  When did Jesus finish His perfect work of suffering and dying for our sins?  Jesus died at the end of the 6th day.  Then, Jesus rested from His work on the 7th day – the Sabbath.  No wonder John wrote these words:  “…the next day was to be a special Sabbath.”
     However, Jesus’ rest ended when He rose from the dead on the 1st Day of the week.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on the 1st Day of the week is the beginning of a New Creation that will last forever.  God’s New Creation is finished and it is very good!  Jesus lives, and He finished His work of saving us so that we can rest in Him!
     What awesomely Good News for us sinners!  Those who confess there sins and trust in Jesus are New Creations who can rest forever in God’s finished work.  As Paul writes in 2nd Corinthians chapter 5:  “If any one is in Christ, He is a New Creation.  Old things have gone; new things have come.”  In other words:  “IT IS FINISHED!”

     However, if we continue to rebel against God and try to work out our own salvation, we will never complete the task.  We will never finish.  We will never enter God’s rest.  God spoke of such unbelievers in our reading from Hebrews:  “…the message they heard was of no value to them, because they did not combine it with faith…”  So, God said to them:  “They shall never enter my rest.”
     But the Good News is that God does not want this to happen to you!  That’s why Jesus speaks His Cross Words to you.  Jesus wants you to take our sins seriously and recognize that you deserve God’s present and eternal wrath.  Once you understand this, you can then look to the Cross and see God’s love for you.  God was willing to punish His own Son in your place.  Through that sacrificial work you are forgiven.  You are a New Creation in Christ who has the hope eternal rest in God’s love.

     We must always remember these words from Hebrews chapter 4:  “…God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David,… ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.’”  

     My friends, you have heard Jesus’ voice.  You have heard His Cross Words:  “It is finished.”  Repent of your sin and find rest in Christ’ perfect and finished work of salvation.  Amen!
