                                March 21st, 2007, Lenten Sermon:   “I Thirst!”
               ( Texts:   Psalm  42:1-4, 9-11;  Revelation 22:13-17;  John 1928-29 )

************************************************************************
     Tonight we continue our Wednesday Lenten sermon series based on Jesus’ Cross Words – the 7 statements Jesus made while He was on the cross as recorded in the 4 Gospels.  We’ve learned that Jesus’ Cross Words are actually sermons which call us to repentance and faith in Jesus.

     However, tonight’s Cross Word from Jesus hardly seems like a sermon.  Jesus says:  “I thirst!”  Apart from understanding that Jesus must have been thirsty, what else are we to learn from those words?  

     Well, our Gospel reading makes it clear that there is more to these words than we might think.  Listen again to the first verse of our Gospel reading from John chapter 19:  “Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’”
     Did you hear what the Apostle John wrote?  First, he said that just before His death Jesus knew that all was now completed.  Jesus was speaking about His suffering on the cross for our sins.

Second, John writes that Jesus then says something so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.  In other words, Jesus’ thirst somehow fulfills what the Old Testament says about Jesus.  The question is:  “What Scripture is being fulfilled by Jesus’ thirst?”
     Some believe that the Scripture being fulfilled is from Psalm 22.  As we learned in the sermon on Ash Wednesday, many parts of Psalm 22 point ahead to Jesus.  The particular verse many scholars have in mind is Psalm 22:15, which reads:  “My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.”  This text describes Jesus’ physical condition just before His death.  
     Jesus’ strength is gone – “dried up like a postsherd.”  A “potsherd” is a small piece of broken pottery.  Simply put, Jesus strength is broken and it’s only a small fraction of what it once was.  We’re also told that Jesus has no moisture in his mouth – His “tongue sticks to the roof” of His mouth.  Imagine the agony!

     Therefore, many believe that this is the Scripture that is being fulfilled when Jesus says, “I thirst.”  Jesus is hereby showing the agony He was willing to endure as He suffered for our sins.  Jesus was willing to endure horrible pain and extreme thirst as He suffered the punishment we deserved.
     However, unless the Holy Spirit helps us see that Jesus is suffering for our sins, we will only see a fool on the cross – a man who thought He was God’s Son and was willing to die for that claim.  

     Obviously, many who were gathered there were unbelievers because they continued to mock Jesus even after He said “I thirst.”  They gave Him wine vinegar to drink.  This was a very bitter beverage, and not something you’d want if you were dying of thirst.  But that’s what they gave Jesus – continuing to mock Him to the end.

     This fact has led some to believed that yet another Scripture is being fulfilled when Jesus says “I thirst.”  Some point to Psalm 69:21, which reads:  “They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my drink.”  There are other parts of Psalm 69 that seem to point to Jesus, so it should not surprise us if Psalm 69:21 is fulfilled when the unbelievers give Jesus wine vinegar in response to His words “I thirst.”

     However, we need to understand that Jesus’ true suffering was not merely on the physical level.  As horrible as the anguish of His physical thirst must have been, Jesus was enduring a far greater suffering.  You see, when Jesus carried our sins to the cross He suffered the Father’s wrath in our place.  Jesus was forsaken by God while He was on that cross.  Jesus became sin for us and suffered our damnation.  That spiritual suffering was a far greater agony than His physical thirst.

     Therefore, there are some other scholars throughout history who have suggested that Jesus’ words “I thirst” are not the fulfillment of Psalm 22 or Psalm 69 but of a different Psalm.  What Psalm would they have in mind?  
     You might recall our first reading from Psalm 42, where we heard these words:  “…my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  When can I go and meet with God? … I say to God my Rock, ‘Why have you forgotten me?’ … My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me ‘Where is your God?’  Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.”
     This Psalm describes a faithful child of God who is suffering at the hands of God’s enemies.  This person is suffering physical agony, and yet his ultimate desire is to be with God and be comforted by His love.  Therefore, this suffering man says:  “My soul thirsts for God,…”
     Our Gospel reading says that Jesus’ suffering on the cross was complete.  Not only had Jesus suffered physical agony for our sins, but He also had suffered spiritual agony while He was condemned as all the enemies of God rolled into one person.  But now that His sacrifice is complete, Jesus longs to be with His loving Father.  Jesus “thirsts” for God.

     So, which Psalm did Jesus fulfill?  Was it Psalm 22 or Psalm 42 or Psalm 69?  Was Jesus talking about “physical” or “spiritual” thirst?  I’m inclined to say YES to them all!  You see, when John writes that the Scripture was fulfilled He does not necessarily mean just one Bible verse but the entire Old Testament!  In other words, ALL Scripture points ahead to Jesus who endured both physical and spiritual thirst on the cross FOR US so that we might never thirst again.
     Not only does God provide us with water for our bodies, even though we don’t deserve it.  But even more, God gives us “living water” – the forgiveness of sins which results in us having new hearts that thirst for an eternal love relationship with God, our Creator and Savior.  As we heard in our reading from Revelation chapter 22:  “Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.”
     Sadly, just like those who mocked Jesus by giving Him wine vinegar, many throughout history miss the point of Jesus’ short sermon:  “I thirst.”  Sometimes we’re guilty of this, too.  If we cling to our sin and ignore Jesus’ Cross Words, we will be forsaken by God along with others who thirst for all the wrong things.  

     When we sin by thought, word or deed we thereby ignore how much Jesus was willing to suffer so that we might be free from sin.  In addition, we often forget that God should be our greatest desire in this life.  We should thirst for God and His love more than anything.  Instead, we often guzzle the “wine vinegar” of this evil world when we love other things more than the Lord.

     But that’s why Jesus went to the cross.  God loved you so much that He sent His only Son to the Cross to suffer physical and spiritual thirst for your sin so that you might drink the free gift of the water of life.

     So, look to Jesus on the cross and hear Him say to you:  “I thirst.”  Know that Scripture was fulfilled when Jesus preached that sermon.  Jesus endured physical and spiritual thirst FOR YOU so that you might drink deep of God’s love and mercy – now and for all eternity.  So, come and drink of the free gift of the water of life!

     In fact, Jesus also quenches your spiritual thirst tonight as He gives you His Blood to drink in His Holy Supper – the Blood of the New Testament which He shed for the forgiveness of all your sins.  
     Because of Jesus, you can come to God with your physical problems as well as your spiritual guilt and you can pray:  “…my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God … Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.”  Amen! 
