The Romans Roadmap

03/20/11 Sermon:    God Calls You “My Loved One!”
( Text:   Romans 9:18-33 )

**************************************************************************************
     When someone says to you “I love you so much I’d die for you!” you can have one of two reactions.  One the one hand, those words could so transform your heart that you respond:  “I truly do believe that you love me, and I love you, too!”  On the other hand, those words could bounce off your hard heart so that you respond:  “I don’t believe that you love me, and I don’t love you, either!”
     In today’s reading from the SECOND half of Romans chapter 9 the Apostle Paul quotes the following words of God from Hosea chapter 2:  “…I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one.”  What is God talking about?  

     Simply put, God comes to a person who hates Him and doesn’t trust Him; a person who is His enemy – He comes to this person and He says:  “My loved one!”  This reminds me of that famous Bible passage – John 3:16, which reads:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
     What kind of world did God choose to love?  NOT a world full of people who love Him and trust Him.  No!  God chose to love a world full of people who DON’T love Him and DON’T trust Him – a world full of people who are by nature His enemies and who deserve His eternal wrath. 

     In fact, God proves His love to the to the people of this world by “giving His One and Only Son,” that is, sacrificing His One and Only Son on the cross and thereby damning Him in the place of us sinners who deserve it so that we can be forgiven and live forever in God’s love.  
     Now, this awesome love of God so transforms the hearts of some people that they respond:  “God, I now believe that you love me, and I love you, too!”  However, sadly, other people are not transformed by God’s awesome love.  Instead, other people harden their hearts against God’s love and respond:  “God, I don’t believe that you love me, and I don’t love you, either!”
     So, why do some people respond to God’s love and are thereby saved whereas others do NOT respond to God’s love and thereby perish?  We delved into that mystery last Sunday when we examined the FIRST half Romans chapter 9.
     In the first half of Romans chapter 9 we learned that our salvation – even our ability to love God and trust Him – depends entirely on God’s mercy toward us in Christ.  In other words, our salvation is 100% God’s works from beginning to end!
     But that leads to a question:  “Why are some saved and not others?”  Last Sunday we examined two ways that people have tried to answer that question – and both answers are WRONG!

     The first answer says:  “God really doesn’t want to save ALL people.  He only wants to save SOME people.  Therefore, the people He wants to save end up being saved; and the people He wants to damn end up being damned.”  In fact, the people who assert this first answer will quote the words from the beginning of today’s reading in their support – Paul writes:  “…God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.”
     However, those who use these words from today’s reading to support their idea that God only wants to save SOME are taking those words out of context from the rest of Scripture.  

     First of all, the rest of Scripture is clear that God desperately wants to save ALL people!  For example, in John 3:16 we read that God loves the WORLD – not some of the world, but the WHOLE world!  Also, in 1st Timothy chapter 2 Paul writes:  “…God our Savior … wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”  Finally, at the end of Romans chapter 11 Paul writes:  “…God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.”  Paul is saying that God shows ALL people that they are disobedient sinners on whom He wants to have mercy for Christ’s sake.

     But if God does want to save ALL people, then why does today’s reading say that God hardens whom he wants to harden?  Once again, we must learn to examine individual passages of Scripture in light of the entire message of the Bible!
     When we read the whole of Scripture we not only discover that God desperately wants to save ALL people.  We also discover that some people continuously reject God and eventually reach the point where their hearts are hardened beyond repentance.  When a person reaches this stage – and only God knows when a person reaches this stage! – God then gives that person what he or she wants and leaves that person in a state of hardened unbelief.

     For example, in the Book of Exodus you can read how God desperately tried to humble Pharaoh of Egypt so that Pharaoh would repent and be saved.  But over and over again we read these words:  “Pharaoh hardened his heart.”  After reading those words numerous times we finally read these awful words:  “GOD hardened Pharaoh’s heart.”
     Simply put, God knew when Pharaoh reached the point of no return and then God stopped trying to save Pharaoh because His efforts were pointless.  That’s what Paul means in today’s reading when he writes:  “…God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.”  

     In other words, God is not obligated to have mercy on anyone and He is certainly not obligated to give mercy to someone who doesn’t want it!  Nevertheless, this doesn’t change the fact that Scripture clearly teaches that God wants ALL people to be saved and, therefore, God takes no pleasure in damning those who reject His love to the end.  

     Therefore, those who attempt to answer the question “Why are some saved and not others” by saying that God wants to save only some are simply WRONG!

     Of course, one other group of people attempt to answer the question “Why are some saved and not others?” by saying that God is not 100% responsible for our salvation.  In other words, this group teaches that we must do part of the work of salvation.  What must we do?  We must choose to believe; we must decide to follow Jesus – and we can do this by an act of our own will.
     Therefore, according to this answer, some are saved because they choose to love God and decide to follow Jesus whereas others are NOT saved because they do NOT choose to love God and they do NOT decide to follow Jesus.  So, if you end up being saved, you get the credit for loving God and deciding to follow Him.

     But there’s one huge problem with this answer:  IT IS FALSE TEACHING!  Scripture clearly teaches that we are conceived as people who don’t love God and don’t trust Him.  We are not able to conjure up faith and love toward God in our own hearts by an act of our will.  

     Instead, as Scripture teaches, God must create in us new hearts of faith and love.  This means that even our ability to love God and trust in Jesus as Savior is a gift from God and the result of Him saving us!  As Paul writes in Ephesians chapter 2:  “…it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…”  Also, in 1st John chapter 4 we read:  “We love because God first loved us.”
     So, what is the answer to the question “Why are some saved and not others?”  Scripture does not answer that question in a way that makes sense to our reason.  Scripture teaches that even though God wants to save ALL people, He is not able to get through to some.  Some resist His love to the end.  But in some cases God’s love IS able to give life to spiritually dead hearts and the result is that such people love God and trust Him.

     Now, God doesn’t explain to us why He is able to get through to one person and not another.  But what Scripture DOES teach is that if you ARE saved, it is 100% the work of God’s mercy and love.  However, if you end up being damned, it is 100% your own fault because God did everything possible to save you!

     With that understood, let’s get back to today’s reading.  In today’s reading from the SECOND half of Romans chapter 9 Paul is responding to unbelieving Jews who are complaining that it’s not fair for God to damn them simply because they have rejected Jesus.

     Paul’s response is:  “Why does God have to be fair?  We don’t write God’s job description!  God is NOT obligated to save anyone.”  Paul then uses the example of a potter who uses clay to make various types of objects.  Can a piece of clay say to the potter:  “Why did you make me this way?” No!  The potter can do what he wants.
     In the same way, God is under no obligation to save any sinner and He certainly does not have to save us on OUR terms of works righteousness.  So, Paul rebukes those who are condemning God for condemning them when, in fact, they are to blame because they rejected God’s gracious attempt to save ALL sinners through the sacrifice of His Son.

     Paul then goes on to quote several passages from the Old Testament to prove that God chooses to be merciful to people who don’t deserve it.  Hear God’s words again as written by the prophet Hosea:  “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one.”
     Simply put, if we are saved it is because God’s mercy in Christ has transformed our hearts and rescued us from our own hatred and distrust of God.  But if we end up being damned it is not because God doesn’t love us and didn’t try to save us.  If we end up being damned it is because we have rejected God’s loving salvation!

     As Paul writes:  “…the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith.”  Here Paul teaches that people who did NOT know God and did NOT love God and did NOT trust God are now SAVED because God came to them and saved them.

     But what about the Jews or others who have rejected Jesus?  Paul writes:  “…but Israel … has not attained [righteousness] … because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.  They stumbled over the ‘stumbling stone.’  As it is written:  ‘See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’”
     Here Paul teaches that God did everything He could to save those who reject Him.  But instead of trusting the salvation God freely offered them in Jesus, they tried to bribe God and manipulate Him with their works.

     You see, unbelievers stumble and fall when they are confronted with God’s love in Christ because they refuse to trust a God who would sacrifice His own Son to save His enemies.  Such people would rather trust themselves and attempt to bribe God with their supposedly good works.  

     But when God’s amazing love softens our hard hearts, the result is that we trust in Christ and are saved.  We then strive to turn from sin and obey God because we know that He loves us and that His plan for our lives is what is best for us.

     I have Good News for you!  Today God says to you:  “My loved one!” – and He says that to you even though you are a sinner who deserves only His wrath.  The proof that God loves you is that He sacrificed His own son in your place of damnation so that you could be forgiven and live forever in His love.

     Now, if you believe that you are an unworthy sinner but that God loves you anyway; if you trust in Christ as your Savior and Lord; if you grieve over the many sins in your life and are ashamed when you fall short of God’s loving will for you; if you love God and want to live for Him – then God’s love has transformed your spiritually dead heart and you are a New Creation in Christ.

     Today Jesus says to you:  “My loved one!  Take, eat.  This is my Body given for you.  Take, drink.  This is my Blood shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins.”  And the Holy Spirit moves your heart to say:  “Amen!  All glory to God!”
