Beatitudes Of Promise

Promise of Sonship

Sermon For Maundy Thursday, March 20th, 2008
Theme Verse: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God." Matthew 5:9


Mac:
(Singing to himself) "Hark! The herald angels sing, ‘Glory to the newborn king; peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled…"


Pastor:
Hey Mac, I don’t mean to interrupt your joyful singing.  But why are you singing a Christmas song?  It’s Lent, you know.

 Mac:
I know it’s Lent, Pastor.  That’s why I’m singing a Christmas song.  You see, I don’t like Lent and I can’t stand Maundy Thursday or Good Friday.  It’s all so depressing!

Pastor:
Really!  Well, what do you find so depressing about Lent and Holy Week, Mac?


Mac:
O.K.  You asked me, so I’ll tell you.  Lent and Holy Week are depressing because it all starts with Ash Wednesday – “Dust you are, and unto dust you shall return.”  On top of that, the Lenten hymns are all about our sin and Jesus’ suffering and death.  Even Maundy Thursday, the day Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper and gave us the new commandment to love one another is depressing – even Maundy Thursday is depressing.

Pastor:
How so, Mac?


Mac:
Don't get me wrong, Pastor. I appreciate the Lord's Supper and I partake as often as I can. I know it's Christ's body and blood offered for my forgiveness and I'm comforted by that. But it means Jesus had to die a horrible death for me. I'd rather just dwell on his joyful resurrection and the story of his birth.


Pastor:
So I guess that means you won't be attending the Maundy Thursday service tonight.

Mac:
Nope, I hadn't planned on it.


Pastor:
And probably won’t attend the Good Friday service, either, right?

Mac:
Especially not the Good Friday service!

Pastor:
Then I guess I won’t see you at the Easter Sunday service either.


Mac:
What do you mean, Pastor?  Of course I'll be here on Sunday. I wouldn't miss Easter for anything!  I never miss Easter Sunday, just like I never miss the Christmas Eve Service.  (Mac Starts singing)  “Hard the heard angels sing…”   


Pastor:
Sorry, Mac.  I don’t mean to interrupt your joyful singing again.  But if I understand you correctly, you’re saying that you love Christmas and Easter, but you DON’T like hearing about Christ crucified for you. Right?


Mac:
Right!  Wait a minute.  No!  That's not right! Pastor, I don’t think you understand me.  You see, . I just don't like Lent and Holy Week. 


Pastor:
But Mac, Lent and Holy Week is about Christ crucified FOR YOU!  Remember, Jesus was welcomed as Christ the King on Palm Sunday, He was betrayed and abandoned after He instituted the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday, and then He was arrested and crucified as a criminal on Good Friday.  Don’t you get it?  Easter doesn't mean much without the events of Holy Week.

Mac:
Yeah, I suppose.  Still, Holy Week is filled with so much evil – the plotting of the religious leaders against Jesus, the betrayal by Judas, the lies and half truths told by the witnesses at Jesus' trial, the angry mob, the spineless behavior of Pontius Pilate, then of course, the humiliation and torture and death of Jesus. I just don't want any part of it, especially since the Bible talks so much about God's love, and how we ought to be peacemakers. In fact, that reminds me of the Beatitudes that we’ve been talking about the past few weeks.  Pastor, didn't Jesus say, "Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called the sons of God?"

Pastor:
Yes, He did, Mac. That's the seventh Beatitude. Jesus spoke a lot about peacemaking. "Go and be reconciled to your brother," He said. "Settle matters quickly with your adversary."


Mac:
And didn’t the Apostle Paul have a lot to say about peace, also?

Pastor:
You’re right about that, Mac.  The Apostle Paul said things like this: "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love," "Bless those who persecute you," "Live in harmony with one another," "Live at peace with everyone."   Paul said all those things, and more!

Mac:
Well, there you have it, Pastor! That's what sons of God do. They go around sowing peace and love, the most important concepts in the Bible. In fact, that's my religion, Pastor. That's why I’m singing “Hark the herald angels sing.”  I love those words “Peace on earth."

Pastor:
So, where is it, Mac?

Mac:
Where's what?


Pastor:
Where's your religion? Where's the peace and love?


Mac:
Where's the peace and love? Hmmmm. Let's see. You know, Pastor, I must admit you don't see too much peace and love in the world today.

Pastor:
You’ve got that right, Mac!  Marriages are in conflict. Parents and children don’t get along.  The Middle East is still a hot spot of murder and hatred. Racial prejudice and discrimination didn't disappear with the Civil Rights Act. A few angry students still carry guns to school and kill their classmates.  Unborn children are killed while they’re still in the womb.  The elderly get ripped off regularly by unscrupulous telephone solicitors.  There’s more I could say.   Now that’s what I call depressing!

Mac:
You’re right, Pastor.  All that stuff you mentioned is depressing.  Pastor, why do you think this world is in such a mess?  Why don’t people just love one another and live in peace?  

Pastor:
I think you know the answer, Mac.

Mac:
I do?

Pastor:
Yes, I’m sure you do, Mac.  According to Holy Scripture, why is this world in such a mess? 

Mac:
Okay, I catch your drift.  We’re sinners, right?  God wants us to live in love and peace, but we sinners turn our backs on God’s will and live as we please.  We do the evil we shouldn’t do.  We don’t do the good we ought to do.  Boy, now I’m REALLY depressed.  What’s the answer, Pastor?  How can we sinners ever be sons of God if we can’t be peacemakers? 

Pastor:
I’m glad you asked, Mac.  You see, that’s where Holy Week comes in. The peace and love you seek; the joy you want to feel – that can only happen through the suffering and death of Jesus.


Mac:
I don't follow you, Pastor.


Pastor:
You're not happy about all the hatefulness and violence in the world, are you, Mac?


Mac:
No, of course not.


Pastor:
You're not happy about all the way people break the 10 Commandments – worshipping false gods; misusing God’s name; despising preaching and worship; rebelling against parents and other authorities; murdering and hurting fellow human beings; adultery and other sexual sins – such as living together before marriage, pornography, homosexuality; and then there’s stealing, gossip and the evil desires of our hearts.  All these sins and more show how we hurt God and others by our sins.  You’re not happy about any of this, are you Mac? 


Mac:
Of course not!  I’m downright mad about all of it, Pastor! And the more evil you dredge up, the madder I get. How long is your grocery list of sin going to be?


Pastor:
Just long enough for you to realize that God has plenty of reasons to be very angry with us sinners. 


Mac:
Okay, so God is angry. What's that got to do with Holy Week?


Pastor:
Everything! All of God's anger, all his righteous wrath against the sins of the whole world -- against your sins and mine – God’s anger became focused, concentrated and directed in all its fury against Jesus at Calvary's cross.


Mac:
I know all that, Pastor, and I don't like it. If I wanted to worship a God of wrath rather than a God of peace and love, I'd forget the New Testament and just read the Old Testament.

Pastor:
But Mac!  The same God speaks to us in both Testaments!  The Old Testament has a lot to say about God’s love and the New Testament has a lot to say about God’s wrath.  Even Jesus Himself was angry about our sin.

Mac:
But Pastor, that’s what confuses me.  It all seems like a big contradiction.  How can God be both loving and angry?  The way I resolve it is that I just ignore what troubles me and think about what makes me happy – and what makes me happy is a God of love, and not a God of anger and wrath.

Pastor:
Mac, God IS love.  But God is also just.  God can't just overlook our sins. If He did, He'd be unjust. But if He were happy about sending us to hell, as our sins deserve, then He'd be unloving.  The solution God came up with is what Holy Week is all about!

Mac:
Sorry, Pastor, I still don't get it.


Pastor:
Mac, remember what Jesus said in the seventh Beatitude?  He said:  "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God." Mac, the first thing you need to understand is that Jesus is the Peacemaker between us and God. He endured hell on Good Friday.  Jesus was damned in our place.  Jesus suffered God’s wrath against our sin when He was hanging on the cross.  Jesus willingly did that for us so that we might experience God's mercy, peace and love. Jesus died in our place -- and so God's justice is satisfied. Jesus sacrificed His life so that ours might be spared. That’s what we Christians call the “atonement.” As the Old Testament prophet Isaiah says, "The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him."


Mac:
I've never really looked at it that way before. I've always thought Holy Week, especially Good Friday, was just a lot of unnecessary meanness and brutality. That's why I've just skipped over it all and celebrated Easter. But you're saying it was a necessary sacrifice. But how do we know that? How do we know God accepted the sacrifice of Jesus? How do we know Jesus really did make peace between us and God?


Pastor:
That, Mac, is the message of Easter.


Mac:
It is?


Pastor:
Yes, indeed! The fact that Jesus rose from the grave on Easter morning and appeared to his disciples proclaims to them and the whole world that God's not angry any more. He's at peace with us. The sinner's death sentence is commuted. Instead of the hell we deserve, we receive gifts of forgiveness and resurrection. 


Mac:
Now I understand why Jesus said that.

Pastor:
What are you talking about, Mac?

Mac:
That's what Jesus meant when He said, "Peace be with you," over and over on Easter Sunday when He appeared to the disciples in the Upper Room. Do you remember that in John's Gospel, Pastor?


Pastor:
Yes.  But go ahead and fill me in, Mac.


Mac:
Well, when Jesus first appeared to the disciples in that locked Upper Room, they were all afraid. But Jesus said to them, "Peace be with you!" Three times He told them that. I used to think He was just telling them to calm down and not be afraid. But it was more than that. He was proclaiming God's peace to them! Because Jesus had suffered and died but was now alive, God was on their side. The war between God and sinners was over. Do you think that's it, Pastor?


Pastor:
I think that's exactly it, Mac.


Mac:
Pastor, thanks for helping me think this through! From now on I'm going to have a totally different attitude toward Holy Week.


Pastor:
Does that mean I'll be seeing you at the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services?


Mac:
It sure does! But if it’s O.K. with you, I’m still going to keep singing “Hark the herald angels sing.”

Pastor:
That’s O.K. with me.  But why do you want to sing a Christmas hymn during Lent?

Mac:
Well, now that I understand how Jesus' sacrifice during Holy Week turns away God's wrath and brings us peace, Christmas makes more sense than ever.  Listen to these words, Pastor.  (Mac sings)  “Hark! The herald angels sing, ‘Glory to the new born king; peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.’”  If I’m not mistaken, those words are saying that Christmas is really about the cross.  Is that right, Pastor?  


Pastor:
You couldn’t be more right, Mac!  In fact, God calls you His “son” because Jesus’ death and resurrection for you means that you are at peace with God.  And as you share the Good News of Christmas and Holy Week with other people, you’ll be a peacemaker in the truest sense of the word.  

Mac:
Thanks for those encouraging words, Pastor.  Now I see that Lent and Holy Week are anything but “depressing.”  In fact, not only will I attend the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services.  I’m going to invite some friends to attend with me.  The peace of the Lord be with you, Pastor!

Pastor:
The peace of the Lord be with you, Mac!
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