           3/19/06 Sermon:   “The 5th Commandment”
 ( Exodus 20:13; Psalm 139:13-16; 1st John 3:11-15; John 8:31a, 34-39a, 42-44 )

***********************************************************************
     Not long after Adam and Eve rejected God things started to fall apart.  Adam and Eve had many children, and two of them were sons – one named Cain and the other named Abel.  One day Cain became angry with his brother and killed him.  This was the first murder.  Things haven’t changed over the years.

     Every day we hear news from the Middle East about people being murdered by terrorists.  When my family lived in St. Louis we would often hear daily reports about people being killed by drive-by shootings.  Every week in this nation thousands of humans are killed while they are still in the womb.
     I could give many more examples of murder that take place every day around the world.  All this violence makes us think of the 5th Commandment:  “You shall not murder.”  In his Small Catechism Martin Luther gives this explanation:  “We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need.”

     Luther’s explanation makes it clear that we break the 5th Commandment not only by killing or even hurting another human.  We also break the 5th Commandment if we FAIL to help people when we have the opportunity.

     Simply put, we are all guilty of breaking the 5th Commandment.  We are all murderers in God’s eyes.  “But how can that be!” you ask.  “I’ve never killed anyone.  I’ve never even hit another person!  How can you say I’m a murderer?”  

     Listen again to these words from 1st John chapter 3:  “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer.”  The Apostle John was simply repeating what Jesus taught us in the Sermon on the Mount.  Hatred in one’s heart is as bad as murder in God’s eyes.  Even the good we FAIL to do makes us guilty of breaking the 5th Commandment.
     With that understood, I do need to make a clarification.  Please note that the 5th Commandment does NOT read:  “You shall not kill.”  Instead, it reads “murder.”  What’s the difference?  Simply put, God gives certain human authorities the right to kill.
     One example would be a soldier fighting to defend his nation.  Another example would be a police officer who is protecting people from a violent criminal.  Finally, Scripture teaches that God gives the government permission to carry out the death penalty on those who are guilty of murder.

     But please understand.  God gives only certain people the right to kill.  That means we can’t take the law into our own hands.  The only exception is in the case of self-defense.  But in all other situations God forbids us to kill if we have not been given the authority to do so.

     However, even those who DO have authority to kill do NOT have the authority to murder.  In other words, no soldier, no police officer, no government has the right to kill human beings for no good reason.

     With that said, I need to address a sad situation in this nation.  I’m speaking of the practice of legalized abortion.  Simply put, God’s Word defines abortion as murder – and that means even the government does not have the power to make this practice acceptable.

     The Bible clearly teaches that human life begins at conception.  Our reading from Psalm 139 speaks of God forming us in the womb.  I’ve studied the Old Testament in the original Hebrew language.  The same Hebrew words used to refer to a toddler or an infant are also used to speak about a pre-born baby in the womb.  The Hebrew makes no distinction.  
     But in our modern culture we refer to a pre-born human as a “fetus” or a “product of conception.”  We do this to de-humanize those who are in the womb.  This makes it easier to murder them.  
     We now live in a culture where “choice” determines whether a human lives or dies.  In other words, a pre-born baby is human only if we choose to recognize the baby as human.  But if we don’t want the baby, we call it a “product of conception” and get rid of the problem.

     This is the same evil reasoning that some people used to justify slavery.  During the time of the civil war some people argued that if people in the North wanted to recognize the humanity of people who had black skin, then that was their choice.  But they also argued that people in the South should have the choice of seeing people with black skin as sub-human animals that we could enslave or kill as we please.

     Most people today would be shocked by such evil thoughts.  Yet people today believe we should have the choice of keeping or killing pre-born humans as we please. 
     Therefore, it is not just the women who have abortions who are guilty.  Those who perform the abortions are guilty.  Those who help pay for abortions are guilty.  Those who encourage others to have an abortion are guilty.  Those who support the right of others to choose abortion are guilty.
     I know these are hard words to hear, but they need to be said.  If Pastors are to be faithful to God’s Word we must address those very issues in our culture that are in opposition to God’s Word.

     However, at this point allow me to stress that abortion is not the worst of sins.  Murder is murder is murder.  As we heard from God’s Word, we are all guilty of murder because of the hatred and anger in our hearts.  We even break the 5th Commandment if we FAIL to help others when we have the opportunity.

     I don’t know about you, but I’m feeling really condemned at this point.  I’m just as guilty as you are.  The 5th Commandment condemns us all as murderers before God.  Is there hope for us?

     Yes!  Our hope is Jesus who was killed in the place of a murderer – in the place of ALL murderers.  Remember what happened during Jesus’ trial before Pilate?  Pilate asked the Jews whether he should release the murderer, Barabbas, or Jesus.  They asked Pilate to let Barabbas go free and to crucify Jesus.
     One of the hymns in our blue Hymnal is entitled “My Song is Love Unknown.”  One of the stanzas has these words:  “A MURDERER THEY SAVE, THE SON OF GOD THEY SLAY.”  We murderers have been saved because Jesus was killed in our place.

     Who killed Jesus?  Not the Jews.  Not the Romans.  The Father killed Jesus.  The Father executed His own Son in the place of murderers so that we might be forgiven and become God’s children.

     In Hebrews chapter 12 we read these words:  “You have come to Jesus…and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better message than the blood of Abel.”  Abel’s blood points to the murderous hatred in each of our hearts.  But Jesus’ blood washes our hearts from sin and gives us new life with God.

     So, if you’ve had an abortion OR if you’ve performed an abortion OR if you’ve paid for an abortion OR if you’ve encouraged someone to have an abortion OR if you’ve supported someone’s right to choose an abortion – you can come to God with that sin and know that you are completely forgiven because Jesus’ sprinkled blood speaks the message that you are clean before God.

     In our reading from 1st John we heard that a murderer has no eternal life with God.  But Jesus took your sin against the 5th Commandment and died as a murderer so that you now have eternal life with God.  

     Therefore, come to God with your anger and hatred; come to God with those times you failed to help others, and know that you are free from condemnation because Jesus has freed you from your sin.  As we heard from Jesus in our Gospel reading:  “…if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

     Jesus also said these words:  “He who belongs to God hears what God says.”  You have heard God’s Word today.  God’s 5th Commandment has exposed you as a murderer, and you accept this as truth.  But you also have heard God tell you that Jesus has freed you from your sin.  God has told you that you are forgiven because He killed His own Son to save you.  That’s how much God loves you.  You believe this because you belong to God.

     This same God will fill your heart with His love, and His love will move you to love others – even your enemies.  His love for you will help you resist the anger and hatred in your heart.  His love for you will help you to serve others and help people when they are in need.  Jesus has kept the 5th Commandment FOR YOU and He will continue to keep it THROUGH YOU.  Amen!
