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My name is John – the Apostle John.  I was one of Jesus’ original 12 Apostles.  The Holy Spirit moved me to write the book you know as “The Gospel of John.”  The Holy Spirit also moved me to write 3 letters that are also part of your Holy Bible.



I’m giving this testimony in defense of Jesus because, like the other Apostles, I was taught by Jesus Himself and I was a witness of His resurrection from the dead on the 3rd day after His crucifixion.  You might wonder how I ended up being one of the 12 Apostles.

Well, I grew up in Galilee.  As an adult I was a fisherman, just like my brother James and my father Zebedee.  I had heard about Jesus from people who had heard John the Baptist.  John said that Jesus was the Son of God and the Messiah promised in our Scriptures.  Jesus was preaching that people should repent of their sins and trust in Him for salvation.  Jesus was also doing many awesome miracles which proved that He was who He claimed to be.  I was very excited about His ministry, as were many others.

But one day something happened that I never expected.  I was in a boat near shore with my brother James and my father.  We were getting ready for a day’s fishing.  Suddenly, we saw Jesus walking toward us.  “What does He want with us?” I thought to myself.  But the next thing I knew Jesus looked at me and my brother, and He said to us:  “Follow me.”  We didn’t know what to think.  Jesus wanted us to follow him.  So, we said “good-bye” to our father and started to follow Jesus.  The rest is history.  We became 2 of Jesus 12 Apostles.

Now, as you may know, there are 4 books in the New Testament that give details about Jesus’ life, teaching and ministry.  The Apostle Matthew wrote one of them.  One other was written by a man named Mark, who was as student the Apostle Peter.  Another was written by a man named Luke, who was a student of the Apostle Paul – who was became a Christian later when he met the resurrected Jesus whom he thought was dead.  Finally, there’s my book – “The Gospel of John.”  My book is somewhat different from the others because I include many details that they left out.

For example, Mark’s Gospel begins with Jesus’ adult ministry.  Both Matthew and Lukes’ Gospels start with Jesus’ birth.  However, the Spirit moved me to go back even farther.  I began my book with these words:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.”  

Now, one of the names I have for Jesus is “The Word.”  I gave Him that name because Jesus speaks to us on behalf of His Father.  So, I started my book by saying that Jesus, “The Word,” existed “In the beginning…” at the very moment of Creation.  In fact, I wanted people to understand that Jesus Himself is our Creator.  You see, even though the 3 other Gospels make it clear that Jesus is God, I wanted to make that point even more clearly.  So, I included things in my Gospel that leave no doubts as to the identity of Jesus.

In fact, the people who heard Jesus preach and saw His miracles knew very well that Jesus was claiming to be God.  In fact, when Jesus called God His Father the Jews knew that He was claiming to be God Himself.  In fact, on one occasion Jesus said:  “I and the Father are one.”  When some of my fellow Jews heard Jesus say this they got ready to stone Him to death, and the reason they gave was that He was claiming to be God.

But they were not able to kill Jesus at that time.  Jesus was not yet ready to die.  Jesus had more ministry to do.  Jesus wanted more people to hear about Him and the salvation He was bringing this world filled with lost sinners who need His mercy and love.

For example, if you read chapter 5 of my book you will learn about a time when Jesus was trying to save some Jews who refused to believe in Him.  I recorded these words of Jesus to them.  Listen:  “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life … If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.  But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?”
Do you understand what Jesus was saying?  Even though those people read the Bible, they were missing the whole point.  They saw the Bible as a  “book of rules” from God – a sort of “how to” book for making yourself worthy of God’s love and blessings.  If they had been willing to study Scripture more carefully they would have realized that those same Scriptures were pointing them to Jesus – the Son of God who came to save sinners who can’t save themselves from the eternal hell we deserve because of our sin against God.

Sadly, many people are tempted to ignore what Scripture clearly teaches about our sin and our need for a Savior.  Some people refuse to believe they are sinners.  Others think they can save themselves from their sins by doing some good works.  But God clearly teaches that we must repent of our sin and trust in the Savior He has given us – His Son, Jesus – the Word made flesh.

This is why I wrote what did in one of my letters to the churches you know as “1st John.”  Listen to what I wrote:  “If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the Truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned we call God a liar and His Word has no place in our lives.  My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But I anyone does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

I remember being confused when Jesus talked to us about His death.  For example, in chapter 10 of my book I record these words of Jesus:  “I am the good shepherd … and I lay down my life for the sheep … The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – only to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.”

I didn’t understand what Jesus meant at the time, but after His resurrection from the dead the Spirit helped me understand.  You see, Jesus’ death wasn’t an accident.  His death was part of God’s plan to save us from our sins.  Even though Jesus was innocent and had no sin, He was still condemned to die on a cross – a horrible instrument of Roman execution.  In fact, the only thing Jesus was guilty of doing was telling the Truth about Himself and our sins – and our need to trust in Him for salvation. 

Those who led Him to the cross thought He was a liar.  They thought they were killing Jesus against His will.  But Jesus is God.  Jesus could have wiped out His enemies at any time.  But Jesus chose to willingly lay down His life for His enemies – that’s you, me and all sinners.  Jesus allowed Himself to be mocked, beaten and nailed to the cross.  He did that because He was offering Himself as the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  He suffered the punishment we should have received from God – and those who repent of their sin and trust in Him are cleansed from the guilt of their sins.
But that’s not the whole story!  Jesus also conquered death for us.  Jesus is God, and so death could not hold Him in the grave.  Jesus is alive, and all who trust in Him have the hope of the resurrection and eternal life with God. I remember the day Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  Before Jesus performed this awesome miracle He spoke some mysterious words to Martha, Lazarus’ sister.  I recorded those words of Jesus in chapter 11 of my book.  Here’s what Jesus said to her:  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.”  

You see, God doesn’t want any sinner to end up in hell.  The only people who end up in hell are those who cling to their sin and see no need for Jesus.  But God doesn’t want that to happen.  So, God does all He can to convict people of their sin and draw them to faith in Jesus so they can receive forgiveness and a new life with God that will never end.

In fact, that’s why the Holy Spirit moved me to write my book.   I wrote my book for YOU.  If you read my book you will learn about many miracles that Jesus did.  Those miracles prove that He is who He claimed to be – the Son of God, our only Lord and Savior.  The fact is, Jesus did many other miracles that I didn’t even record in my book.  But the one’s I did write about are for YOUR benefit.  Listen to these words from chapter 20 of my book:  “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.”

My testimony is the last one you will hear in this trial.  The prosecutor, whose opening statement you heard several weeks ago, he would have you believe that Jesus was a liar and that he deserved what happened to him.  The prosecutor would have you believe that Jesus is still dead and that those who follow him are misled victims or even fools.
But I’m hear to tell you that the only fools are those who refuse to believe God’s Word and trust in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  I knew Jesus personally.  I heard Him preach.  I witnessed His miracles.  I saw Him suffer and die.  I saw Him alive 3 days later, and I touched His body.  
The Holy Spirit He gave to us Apostles inspired me to write my book so that you might not perish but receive mercy and eternal life through faith in Jesus, God’s Son, your Lord and Savior.

My prayer is that you will follow Jesus along with me.  My prayer is that you will be a witness for Jesus along with me.  Be sure to read my book as well as the other books of Holy Scripture, which God has given you.  The Spirit will use the Scriptures to point you to Jesus your Lord and Savior.  This ends my testimony.
**********************************************************

Well, you’ve just heard the witness of the Apostle John.  This ends the trial.  You have heard the prosecutor’s opening statement.  You also have heard five witnesses for the defense.  The jury is out, and you are that jury.  But you need to know that the Judge of this trial is God Himself, and He has already given the verdict.  The verdict is:  “Not guilty.”  

However, you need to understand something.  God’s verdict is not about Jesus.  Jesus was never guilty – except when He took your sin to the cross.  You see, God’s verdict of “Not guilty!” is for you and me.  We are the guilty ones.  Our sins put Jesus on the cross.  But Jesus willingly offered Himself as a sacrifice for us so that through faith in Him we might hear the Judge say to us:  “Not guilty!”  Amen
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