                        March 11th  2007  Sermon:   “Dear Politically Correct”
                    ( Texts:  Revelation 2:12-17; 1st John 2:15-17; John 12:37-46 )

************************************************************************
     Back in 2002 there was still a show on T.V. called “Politically Incorrect” hosted by Bill Maher.  Why was this show called “Politically Incorrect?”  The reason was that various views were expressed on the show, and some of these views were highly offensive to some people.  

     However, the host of this show didn’t care about these politically incorrect views because he wanted to express what he believed to be the truth regardless of the consequences.  In fact, his show was canceled in 2002 because of one of his “politically incorrect” comments.

     Now, I must say that I often did NOT agree with Bill Maher’s views.  Nevertheless, I did have respect for him because he was willing to express his convictions even though he faced persecution for it.

     Sadly, many in our culture don’t want to be politically INcorrect.  Instead, many find it much easier to be politically CORRECT.  What does it mean to be “politically CORRECT?”  Simply put, you are politically correct if you express views only because they are popular at the time.  Such people express certain opinions NOT because those opinions are true but because those opinions are convenient.

     With that said, let’s hear yet another of Jesus’ 7 letters to the churches found in Revelation chapters 2 & 3.  As I’ve said the past 2 Sundays, these letters to the 7 churches are meant for ALL churches of ALL times and places.  Today we’re going to hear Jesus’ letter to the church in Pergamum which is also meant for our ears – the church in Jamestown, ND.

     Jesus says:  “These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.”  Jesus’ has a sword!  What does this mean?  Well, the “double-edged sword” is a symbol for God’s Word.  For example, in Hebrews chapter 4 we read:  “…the Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  Did you hear that?  God uses His Word to expose our politically CORRECT thoughts and attitudes and show them for the evil that they are!

     Jesus goes on to say:  “I know where you live – where Satan has his throne.  Yet you remain true to my name.  You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city – where Satan lives.”
     Jesus says that Satan lives in the city of Pergamum.  What does Jesus mean?  We must first understand that the Roman empire of that day had made the city of Pergamum the capital city of Asia.  This meant that Pergamum was the regional center for Roman Emperor Worship.

     You see, at that time Caesar had put himself on the level of God.  Caesar made it Roman law that all people in the Roman empire had to worship him and call him Lord.  Now, Caesar still allowed people to worship other gods of their own choosing – as along as they ALSO worshipped Caesar and called him Lord.  Many people in Pergamum were used to worshipping multiple gods, and so they had no problem with this arrangement.  Caesar was just one more god they had to worship.  

     However, the faithful Christians had a HUGE problem with this arrangement!  The Christians worshipped one God ONLY – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Even though Christians were willing to give respect to Caesar as the head of government and pay their taxes, they refused to worship Caesar as though he were God.  The Christians in Pergamum refused to sin against the 1st Commandment!
     Now we can understand why Jesus said that Satan lived in Pergamum.  When Jesus was being tempted by the devil in the wilderness, the devil asked Jesus to bow down and worship him.  The devil wants to be worshipped in the place of God.  Therefore, the devil does all he can to turn people away from the TRUE God and get them to worship any number of false gods behind whom Satan himself is lurking!

     However, as I already said, there were some Christians in Pergamum who stood their ground and refused to worship Caesar – even though they were threatened with death!  Jesus commends them for their faithfulness to God’s Word!

     Sadly, there were other Christians in Pergamum who were more concerned about being “politically CORRECT.”  These Christians would believe, speak and live in whatever manner was convenient for them at the time.  They claimed to have faith in Jesus, but they also worshipped Caesar and went along with the sinful lifestyles that were popular among the unbelievers in Pergamum.

     These false Christians were known as the “Nicolaitans.”  We heard about them in our 1st Sermon based on Jesus’ letter to the church in Ephesus.  The Nicolaitans taught that God’s Grace meant that we are free to live as we please without fear of God’s judgment or wrath.  They wanted the benefits of being Christian while at the same time worshipping Caesar as “Lord” and indulging in the sexual immorality so common in their city.
     Jesus compares their teaching with that of Balaam – an Old Testament false prophet who convinced the Midianite women to tempt the Israelite men with sexual immorality and idol worship.  In the same way, some of the Christians in Pergamum were led astray by the false teaching of the Nicolaitans.  Sadly, these traitorous Christians had political correctness down to fine art.  But Jesus says that He hates their evil compromise!  
     However, there is one OTHER thing that Jesus also hates.  Jesus is also upset with the FAITHFUL Christians.  Why?  Weren’t they enduring persecution for Jesus’ Name?  How could Jesus be upset with them?  The reason is that they refused to say a word to the Christians who had strayed from the Truth.

     The faithful Christians were focused on their OWN spiritual lives, but failed to lovingly warn their fellow Christians who were being hurt by the lies of the devil.  They could have lovingly witnessed to them, but they said nothing.  Therefore, Jesus says:  “Repent…Otherwise I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”
     Jesus tells these faithful Christians to repent.  They should speak the Truth in love to their erring brothers and sisters.  But if they refuse to do this, then Jesus Himself will rebuke the erring Christians.  

     How will Jesus do this?  He doesn’t say.  Maybe Jesus will bring some OTHER Christians to Pergamum who will speak God’s Word of repentance to those who have strayed from the faith.  But Jesus wishes that the Christians who are ALREADY living in Pergamum would be faithful witnesses to their erring brothers and sisters.

     At this point we need to understand how Jesus’ letter also applies to US – the church in Jamestown, ND.  First, we need to know that Jesus has given us His Word also.  We have Holy Scripture, God’s double-edged sword.  We get to hear it, read it and study it.  God’s Word exposes our sin so that we can repent.  Even more, God’s Word comforts us with the forgiveness and eternal hope that we have in Jesus.

     However, the devil will do all he can to led us away from Jesus and His Word.  Just as Satan lived in Pergamum, he also lives in Jamestown.  Satan comes at us from all directions, tempting us to be politically CORRECT.  Satan tempts us to think we can still be Christians while we go along with the sinful ideas and lifestyles in our community.

     The one difference is that the Christians in Pergamum were threatened with death if they did not call Caesar Lord.  We face no such persecution.  We are free to be faithful to Christ.  Yet we sometimes willingly give in to the sinful temptations of this world and embrace a politically CORRECT midset – believing whatever is convenient for us at the time.

     But Jesus doesn’t want this for us!  That’s why Jesus writes to us.  Jesus kills our sinful nature with the double-edged sword of His Word, and with that same Word He gives us new life through the forgiveness of our sins and the assurance of God’s love.

     Jesus’ mercy, love and life will give us the strength to be politically INcorrect in this politically CORRECT world.  Jesus will give us the strength to be faithful to Him even if it means facing persecution from those who hate Jesus and His Word.

     In addition, Jesus will also give us a heart of compassion for those who have been led astray by the lies of the devil.  Christ calls us to speak His Truth in love to those who have been deceived by the politically CORRECT lies of Satan.  We begin by witnessing to any fellow members of Concordia who have been led astray into error.  We use God’s double-edged sword which creates repentance and faith in the hearts of sinners.  

     Therefore, we pray that God will give us the opportunities and the wisdom to speak His Word in love to others – especially those who have strayed from the Truth.  Listen to these words from the end of the book of James:  “My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this:  Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.”
     Jesus ends with these words:  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says so the churches.  To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna.  I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”  Jesus says we must “overcome.”  We “overcome” when the Holy Spirit moves us to repent of our sin and trust in Jesus as our Savior.  Next, Jesus comforts us with “good news” words taken from the Old Testament.  

     First, Jesus says He will give us some of the “hidden manna.”  If you recall, God provided manna from heaven for his people to eat while they wandered in the wilderness on their way to the promised land.  Later on some of this manna was hidden in the Ark of the Covenant to remind the people that God was their Savior and would always care for them.
     Well, this “hidden manna” is a symbol for the TRUE BREAD FROM HEAVEN that God gives us.  Jesus is the Bread of Life!  He gives us His Body and Blood, hidden under the forms of bread and wine.  Jesus gives us this gift to remind us that He is our Savior and that no evil power can separate us from His love.

     In addition, Jesus says that He will give us a white stone with a new name written on it.  What does this mean?  At that time a “white stone” was often used as writing material to make a permanent contract.  God says He will use this white stone to give you a new name.  What does this mean?  Listen to these words of God in Isaiah chapter 62:  “…you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will bestow … as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.”
     When do people get a new name?  Usually women take a new last name when they get married.  Well, Scripture teaches that Christ is the Groom and we believers are His Bride.  When we are baptized God places His Name on us:  In Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  This Name is known only to those who receive it and believe it.  God has given you a new name!  You belong to Him forever!

     Jesus has written a letter to us.  Jesus has placed a sword in our hands.  This sword is His Word.  As we proclaim God’s Word in this politically CORRECT world, we will appear to be politically INcorrect to many.  But that doesn’t matter.  We follow Jesus!  He is our Savior!  He is our Lord!  We belong to Him.  He will help us to be faithful to Him AND be faithful witnesses to others so that more sinners may be saved.  Amen!
