6  Part Sunday Lenten Sermon Series

“ Psalms of the Savior! ”

Sermon # 2:  “ The Holy One Lives! ”

( Texts:  Psalm 16;  Acts 2:22-32 )

**************************************************************************************
     Today I continue my 6 part Sunday sermon series entitled:  “Psalms of the Savior.”  Today’s sermon is based on Psalm 16 – a Psalm written by King David under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

     You heard me read Psalm 16 a few minutes ago.  Now, at first glance, David appears to be speaking only about himself in this Psalm.  But when you examine this Psalm more closely you suddenly realize that this Psalm is not only about David.  Why do I say that?

     First of all, you must realize that David was not only one of the most godly kings of Israel.  Even more, David was part of the family line from whom the promised Savior would come.  In fact, God explicitly promised that one of David’s descendants would have a Kingdom that would last forever.

     But how could that be?  How could one of David’s descendants have a Kingdom that would last forever?  Don’t all earthly kings die?  Yes, they do.  Therefore, this royal descendant of David would be more that just a human king.  The Son of David would also be the Son of God!  He would be The Holy One of Israel!  His Kingdom would never end!

     With that understood, many of the Psalms of David do not merely talk about himself.  No!  Many of David’s Psalms also point ahead to the Messiah, the Promised Savior – the Son of God!

     We see this happening in Psalm 16!  Even though some of this Psalm applies to David, we also see that other parts of this Psalm could NOT be about David.  

     For example, in verse 8 David writes:  “I have set the Lord always before me.  Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.”  Such words from a sinful human would be considered utter blasphemy!  David says this about God:  “…He is at my right hand,…”  But these words would put David on an equal plain with God.  To say that “God is at your right hand” is to make yourself equal with God!  Therefore, David is clearly speaking about someone else!  
     Let me give you another example.  David goes on to write that his body will rest secure.  God will not abandon him to the grave.  The body of the Holy One will not decay.  Instead, he will live again!

     In other words, David is NOT saying that God will never let him die because David eventually DOES die!  Instead, David is saying that someone else – namely, God’s HOLY ONE – He will die, but he will not be abandoned to the grave, and his body will not decay.  Instead, the Holy One will live! 

     Now, am I just making this up?  Am I just putting a spin on this Psalm so I can get a sermon about Jesus out of it?  If I am, then I’m in good company!

     In our reading from Acts chapter 2 you heard the Apostle Peter speak about the death and resurrection of Jesus – and how it was all a part of God’s plan.  Then you heard Peter quote the words of Psalm 16.  Now, listen again to what Peter says about the meaning of this Psalm:  “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.  But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.  Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay.  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.”
     Did you hear that?  According to the Apostle Peter himself, Psalm 16 is a Psalm of the Savior!  Psalm 16 points us ahead to Jesus - the descendant of David who would reign forever!  This Psalm points us to the Savior who would die for our sins, according to God’s plan, and then conquer death for us by His own resurrection from the grave.

     In fact, if Psalm 16 is NOT about Jesus, then we can’t get any comfort from Psalm 16.  Why not?  The reason is that if this Psalm was only about David, then it did not come true.  If David said that HIS body would not decay, then David was either a liar or he was deluded.

     However, the reason this Psalm was a comfort to David and the reason this Psalm is a comfort to us is that it DID come true!  Psalm 16 is a Psalm of the Savior who died on the cross in our place of punishment and then conquered death for us by His own resurrection so that we might have a certain hope in the face of sin and death.  Now that we know that this Psalm is fulfilled in Jesus, let’s take a look at how it applies to us.

     Psalm 16:1 reads:  “Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge.”  Think about it!  How can we pray that prayer if we are sinners who deserve God’s wrath?  How can we ask God to be our refuge if He ought to be our judge?  The answer is that the God who ought to damn us chose to damn His own Son in our place so that we might be forgiven and live in God’s love forever.  Jesus makes it possible for us sinners to take refuge in God, and He will keep us safe!
     Psalm 16:2 reads:  “I said to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.’”  These words remind us that we sinners are nothing without Jesus.  Without faith in Jesus even our good works are an abomination before God.  In contrast, we receive all good things from Jesus.  As Jesus Himself says in John chapter 15:  “If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

     Psalm 16:3-4 read:  “As for the saints who are in the land, they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight.  The sorrows of those will increase who run after other gods.  I will not pour out their libations of blood or take up their names on my lips.”  What do these words teach us?  Once Jesus saves us and makes us His own, we then long for the fellowship of others who also trust in Jesus!

     Those who trust in Jesus are “saints” – NOT because they are sinless and perfect, but because they have a sinless and perfect SAVIOR!  Those who trust in the Holy One Who died and rose to save us from sin and death – those who trust in Him are saints before God.  Even though people who trust in Jesus still have a sinful nature, we have been clothed with Christ’s own holiness and the Holy Spirit gives us the desire to say “No” to sin and “Yes” to God’s will for our lives.
     You see, once you realize that you have nothing apart from Jesus, you will no longer envy those who reject Christ and live as they please.  Oh, the devil will try to trick us into thinking that the unbelievers of this world have it made.  The devil will try to get us to think that if we just turn our backs on Jesus and stop going to Church, life would be so much more fun and fulfilling.  But we know better!
     So what if the popular kids at school won’t accept you because you strive to live as Christian – you have Jesus!  So what if you don’t make as much money as people who lie and cheat and do immoral things just to make an extra buck – you have Jesus!

     So what if people think you’re wasting your time and money at Church?  They say:  “Instead of spending your time at Church you could sleep in or do something else more entertaining.  Instead of giving your money to Church you could use that money to get more stuff for yourself.”  Let them say that!  You have Jesus!

     Sometimes we are tempted to envy the unbelievers of this world because they seem to be having so much fun fulfilling every sinful and twisted desire of their hearts.  But then the Spirit reminds us that we have something better.  We have Jesus!

     You see, living as WE please only gets us suffering, death and eternal damnation.  But when we live in a way that pleases GOD, we will know true joy and have an eternal hope that can never be taken away.  
     And what is the life that pleases God?  The life that pleases God is a life of repentance and faith in Jesus.  As we keep our focus on Jesus and His love for us, He will give us the desire and the strength to live as His people in this world.

     Psalm 16:5 reads:  “Lord, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure.”  Simply put, we get to receive the cup of God’s blessing because Jesus drank the cup of God’s wrath in our place.

     In Psalm 23 King David writes:  “…my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  In Matthew chapter 26 we read these words:  “Then [Jesus] took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’”
     Simply put, we get to drink the cup of blessing because Jesus drank the cup of God’s wrath in our place.  In Matthew chapter 26 we read these words that Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane:  “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”  Because Jesus drank our cup of wrath, we get to receive His cup of blessing!
     Psalm 16:6 reads:  “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.”  The Holy One died for our sins and conquered death for us!  Through faith in Jesus you have an eternal inheritance that can never be taken away – not even by death itself.  

     In 1st Peter chapter 1 it says:  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”
     Finally, Psalm 16:7 reads:  “I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.”  My brothers and sisters in Christ, the Lord has used Psalm 16 to counsel you today.  This Psalm of the Savior points you to Jesus, your Lord and Savior, who died in your place of damnation and conquered death for you.
     This counsel from God will go with you today.  In fact, I encourage you to think about this counsel from God before you go to bed tonight.  As David wrote:  “…even at night my heart instructs me.”  
     So, fill your heart with God’s Word and rest in the promises of Jesus.  Always remember Psalm 16 and remember the hope it teaches you:  “The Holy One Lives!”  The Holy One is Jesus – your Lord and Savior!  Amen!
