          3/08/06 Sermon:   “The 2nd Commandment!”

         ( Exodus 20:7;  Romans 5:5-17;  John 17:6-12a, 15-19 )

***********************************************************************
     We hear people say a lot of things, but let me tell you some things I’m sure you’ve NEVER heard people say:

**A man hits his thumb on a hammer and yells out:  “Gautama Buddha!”
**A woman is driving down I-94 when suddenly her right front tire blows 

    out, and in a moment of panic she says:  “Muhammad!”

**A basketball player misses his 6th free throw in a game and his coach

    screams:  “Confucius!”

**A woman buys 10 lottery tickets and wins nothing, so she throws the

    worthless tickets in the trash and says:  “Billy Graham!”

     I’m assuming you’ve never heard such things.  But raise your hand if you’ve ever heard people speak the words “Jesus Christ.”  Now, please understand, there’s nothing wrong with the words “Jesus Christ.”  In fact, I use those words in worship all the time.  The problem is that we sinners use God’s Name in ways He never intended.

     Think about it.  Why is it that the Name of God’s Son is singled out for use in evil and fowl language?  Could it be there is something special about God’s Name?  Yes!  That’s the reason the devil tempts so many people to use God’s Name along with other 4 letter words.  The devil wants us to forget that Jesus’ Name is HOLY!!
     Of course, we shouldn’t be surprised when unbelievers misuse God’s Name.  But even we Christians are guilty of this sin.  In fact, we break the 2nd Commandment in more ways that we imagine.  

     Turn in the front of your blue hymnal to page 300 where you will find Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.  Let’s read the 2nd Commandment together:  “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.”  Now let’s read Luther’s explanation:  “We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by his name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise and give thanks.”

     Luther’s explanation shows us that we break the 2nd Commandment not only by using God’s Name in evil ways, but also by FAILING to use God’s Name in GOOD ways.  However, let’s start with how we use God’s Name for EVIL.

     What does it mean to curse?  It means that we want God to damn a person to hell!  How often haven’t we heard someone say “God damn you!” or “God damn so and so!”  In fact, we even foolishly ask God to damn objects or situations.  But it doesn’t matter if we’re actually asking God to damn a person or if we are simply saying “God damn  _______ !” as a meaningless exclamation – in either case we are misusing God’s Name!
     If we hate someone so much that we want God to damn that person to hell we have then forgotten that we deserve the same thing; we have forgotten how much God has done for us when He died on the cross for our hateful sins against Him.  Also, if we curse with God’s Name as a meaningless exclamation we are then treating God’s Name as though it were nothing.  
     Next, what does it mean to swear?  The word “swear” comes from the courtroom where people promise to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth, and they swear by God’s Name that they will do just that.  But we all know how often people lie in court, and they use God’s Name to give credibility to their lies.

     However, we are also guilty of this when we make promises to people in God’s Name and then later break those promises.  If we are sincerely telling the truth then we can swear by God’s Name in good conscience.  But we sin greatly when we associate God’s Name with lies or promises we don’t intend to keep.

     Third, Luther mentions using God’s Name in connection with “satantic arts.”  Simply put, this means using God’s Name as though it were a good luck charm.  The lies promoted by Satanism and the occult suggest we can control our circumstances if we use the right ritual and speak the correct words.

     For example, some use Jesus’ Name in association with Fortune Telling or Psychic Readings.  Others think that prayer is a way for us to manipulate God so that He will give us what we want.  Simply put, using God’s Name as a “magic word” to control our circumstances is a great evil!

     Finally, how do we lie or deceive by God’s Name?  This happens when we use God’s Name to promote false teaching that conflicts with Scripture.  

     For example, there are many cults in this nation that use Jesus’ Name to promote their lies that lead people to hell.  Others will say “What would Jesus’ do?” and then go on to condone sinful behavior as though Jesus would approve of such things.  If we use Jesus’ Name to give credibility to our evil opinions, we are guilty of great sin.

     But there’s more!  We are not only guilty of using God’s Name in evil ways.  We are also guilty of failing to use God’s Name in GOOD ways.

     The Bible says we should cast all our anxieties on God when we are having hard times, but so often we rely on other things for comfort.  
     In addition, the Bible teaches that we should pray continually and give thanks in all circumstances.  But sometimes we begin the day without even speaking to God or thanking Him.  We avoid praising God in worship while we occupy our time with trivial activities or even sinful behavior.  We go to bed at night and forget to visit with God about our day or ask Him for forgiveness for the things we’ve done wrong that day.
     On top of that, we also break the 2nd Commandment when we fail to witness to others.  The primary use of God’s Name is to tell people about Jesus so they can be saved.  As Paul writes in our 2nd reading from Romans:  “14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? …  17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”
     My friends, God gives us various opportunities to speak His Name to others, but we often remain silent because we’re afraid, ashamed or simply don’t care.

     Well, by now it should be obvious to each one of us that we are all guilty of breaking the 2nd Commandment.  This fact causes us to fear God, because God Himself says:  “…The Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His Name.”

     We are guilty!  Listen to what we deserve to hear from God’s mouth:  “Damn you!”  We deserve it!  But instead, God says to you:  “Everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved!”  Did you hear that?  The God who should damn us is the same God who saves us!

     But how is this possible?  Didn’t God Himself say that He will not hold guiltless those who misuse His Name?  Yes, He said that.  God must punish our sin, and that’s just what He did.  Jesus took your sin of misusing His Name and He damned Himself on the cross.  Jesus became GUILTY before God so that you can be GUILTLESS before God.

     In fact, if you recall our Gospel reading, Jesus prayed for you.  Jesus said:  “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your Name – the Name you gave me.”  God put His Name on you in Holy Baptism:  “In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!”  Your sins are forgiven!  You are GUILTLESS before God!  Jesus’ Name be praised!

     Sadly, those who think their misuse of God’s Name is no big deal will NOT call upon Jesus’ Name.  Those who try to erase their guilt by doing some good works will not call upon Jesus’ Name.  Only those who fear God’s wrath and know they deserve eternal hell, only such as these will call upon Jesus’ Name and be saved.
     That’s why God uses His 2nd Commandment to expose our sin.  God wants us to run to Jesus and call on His Name so we can be saved – now and for eternity.

     There’s one other prayer that Jesus spoke for you.  Jesus said:  “Sanctify them by the Truth.  Your Word is Truth.”  You have heard God’s Word tonight.  You have heard the Name of your Savior.  You are guiltless before God in Jesus’ Name!

     This same Jesus will help you to resist the misuse of His Name.  This same Jesus will move you to use His Name in good ways – to pray, praise and give thanks.  But most of all, Jesus will use you to speak His Word of Truth to others so they, too, may call upon His Name and be saved.  Amen!
