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"Witness: An Adulterous Woman"

       Tonight we continue our Midweek Lenten Sermon Series entitled:  “Christ 
on Trial!”  These sermons are based on the manuscripts from a little known trial concerning a man named Jesus, also called “The Christ” and “The Son of God.”  The transcripts from this trial deal with Jesus’ arrest and eventual execution.  The central  issue of this trial is this:   Was Jesus guilty OR was Jesus innocent?  People throughout history have debated that issue.  The transcripts of this trial will research the facts and allow you to draw your own conclusion.  

       Four  weeks ago you heard the opening statement from the Prosecutor.  Three weeks ago you heard the first witness for the defense:  The Apostle Matthew.  Two weeks ago you heard the second witness for the defense:   a healed woman.  Last week you heard the third witness for the defense:  Nicodemas, the former Pharisee.  As for tonight’s witness, you will hear from a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery and was then brought before Jesus.  The Jewish leaders wanted to see how Jesus would handle the situation.    So, please listen carefully as I read this transcript which records for us the witness of the woman caught in adultery.


I have chosen to remain anonymous.  All you need to know is that I was a woman who once did something sinful.  I broke the 6th Commandment.  I committed adultery.  I was unfaithful to my husband.  I knew I was doing wrong, but in a moment of weakness I ignored God’s Word and gave in to my sinful desires.  I’m sure you can relate.  You are sinners, too.  Haven’t we all done things we later regret?  Don’t get me wrong.  I’m not making any excuses.  What I did was sinful.  But I felt guilty about what I was doing, and I told myself I’d never do it again.  I was scared, too.  If we were caught we would be severely punished – maybe even killed.
                       You see, several hundred years ago God used Moses to give our people various laws for our nation, Israel.  One of those laws said that those guilty of adultery should be put to death.  I know that sounds harsh, but God was trying to teach us that sin is a serious thing.



For example, you could get the death penalty for worshipping an idol.  An older child could get the death penalty for rebelling against his parents.  Those who were guilty of murder were given the death penalty.  Then there were various sexual sins – various kinds of incest, homosexuality and adultery – such acts also required the death penalty.  God was very serious about teaching us that sin deserves death.  I knew all this.  But I guess that didn’t stop me from the sin of adultery.


However, there’s something else you need to know.  In our day our nation, Israel, was ruled over by the Roman Empire.  Even though the Scriptures taught that adultery required the death penalty, the Romans would not allow our leaders to put anyone to death.  In fact, that’s why they had to bring Jesus before the Roman ruler, Pontius Pilate.  Many Jewish leaders would have loved to kill Jesus themselves, but they knew they would get into big trouble from the Romans.  Jesus was very well known by that time, and they could not have killed Jesus without the Romans hearing about it.


However, when it came to people like me – an unimportant woman that no one knew – well, sometimes the Jews would risk killing people like me because they thought they could do it without the Romans ever knowing about it.


So, now you can begin to understand why I was scared besides feeling guilty.  But then suddenly, while I was still committing the sin of adultery, the door to our room burst open and several men rushed into our room.  They called me horrible names, and told me they were going to expose my sin of adultery and give me what God’s Law said I deserved – death!


However, I was a bit shocked when they didn’t say or do anything to the man I was with.  He was guilty of adultery, too.  But they didn’t do anything to him.  “What a double standard,” I thought.  
But it didn’t matter.  I didn’t expect I would have long to live.  I expected to be dragged before a crowd.  I expected the witnesses to confirm the fact that I had committed adultery.  Then the crowds would begin to throw stones at me.  After several minutes of horrible pain, I would be dead.  But that’s what I deserved.  I had sinned against God’s Law.  

However, something strange happened next.  They didn’t bring me before a crowd.  Instead, they brought me to one man.  They said He was a Rabbi named Jesus.  I had heard a few things about Him.  He had done some amazing miracles.  He also preached that we should repent of our sins and trust in Him for mercy.  Some said He even claimed to be God Himself.  

Well, I wasn’t sure what to think about this Jesus.  All I knew is that they asked Him this question:  “In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women.  Now what do you say?”  But they weren’t being sincere.  You see, long afterwards I found out that they were trying to trap Jesus.  This was their plan:  If He told them to let me go they would accuse Him of opposing God’s Law.  However, if He told them to stone me they were planning to report Him to the Romans and get Him into trouble that way.

But Jesus didn’t respond in either of those two ways.  Instead, He did the strangest thing.  He didn’t speak a word.  Instead, He bent down and started writing something in the dirt with His finger.  Now, to this day I don’t know for sure what Jesus was writing.  You see, I had been crying and Jesus was just far enough away that I couldn’t make out what He was writing.  However, I heard different things from various people who were there.

Some said that Jesus wrote the names of people in the crowd who were also guilty of adultery but had been able to keep it a secret.  Apparently, Jesus knew about their sin somehow.  Other people said that Jesus wrote the 10 Commandments.  I guess Jesus might have been trying to get the crowds to see that they were ALL guilty of sinning against God.  

Well, whatever Jesus wrote in the dirt, it made an impression.  In fact, the whole situation changed when Jesus stood up and said:  “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  After saying that, He bent over again and wrote some more words on the ground.

You see, Jesus knew that the Jewish leaders weren’t really serious about being faithful to God’s Law.  Their main concern was to trap Jesus somehow.  Therefore, Jesus wanted them to see their own sin and evil hypocrisy.  They needed to realize there is something even worse than physical death.  They needed to be saved from eternal damnation in Hell.  The only hope for them was to confess their sins and trust in Jesus.

Well, after Jesus started writing on the ground a second time, the people dropped their stones and started walking away – the older ones first, and then the others.  How could they throw a stone at me without condemning themselves?  Before I knew it, I was alone with Jesus.

Now, let me tell you, I was still really scared.  Why?  Well, if Jesus really were the Son of God, then He was the one person who WAS without sin.  If Jesus were God’s Son, then He had every right to condemn me to death.  But then He said something to me I never expected.  He said:  “Has no one condemned you?”  I answered:  “No one.”  Then He spoke those words I will never, ever forget.  Jesus said:  “Then neither do I condemn you.  Go now and leave your life of sin.”  
Jesus forgave my sins.  He also told me to leave my life of sin.  I haven’t been the same since.  Oh, I still struggle with temptation and sin, just like every other sinner.  But the forgiveness and love I received from Jesus has given me the desire to live a new life.  Because of Jesus’ forgiveness and love I now want to resist the sin in my life and do my best to obey God – the God who sent His Son to save me from my sins.

There’s something else I need to tell you.  Even though I was relieved that Jesus didn’t condemn me to death, I couldn’t help but wonder why He allowed me to live.  After all, my sin deserved death!  In fact, Scripture teaches that all sin deserves death.  However, later on I understood that my sin of adultery DID get the death penalty.

You see, Jesus took all my sin – including my sin of adultery – and He willingly went to the cross, and there He died in my place.  Jesus didn’t ignore my sin.  Jesus didn’t suggest my adultery was no big deal.  Instead, Jesus suffered the punishment I should have received so that I could be forgiven and live a new life as God’s child.

This same Jesus rose from the dead 3 days after His crucifixion, and now He lives to rescue sinners like you and me from the punishment we deserve.  Because of Jesus, we sinners are free to leave our lives of sin and live for Jesus – now and for all eternity.  Not even death can keep us from eternal life in God’s love.
So, if you’re like me -- if you’re ever crushed by guilt and fear because of your sin, then look to Jesus and hear Him say to you:  “I do not condemn you.  Go and leave your life of sin.”  That’s all I have to say.  Thanks for letting share my testimony with you!  

Well, you’ve just heard the witness of a woman caught in adultery who was rescued by Jesus – the same Jesus who rescued you and me.  Next week you will get to hear the final witness for the defense – the Apostle John.  Until next time, feel free to discuss the testimony of this evening’s witness among yourselves.
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